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King Solomon’s Arc, Week 12: Chapter 2: The Death of Shimi / Chapter 3: Israel & Egypt

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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One more note re Yoav

1. Talmud, Bava Batra 21a-b
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Once an error [in education] enters, it has entered. As Melachim | 11:16 says, “For Yoav stayed there for six months
with all Israel, until they had eradicated all males (zachar in Edom (Amalek).” When he came before David, [David]
said to him: Why did you do this2!

He replied, “For it says, ‘You shall eradicate every male (zachan in Amalek.””

[David] responded: But we read it ‘memory’ (zecher)!

He replied, “I was taught ‘male’ (zachar)!

[Yoav] went and asked his teacher: How did you teach us this? He replied: Zachar. [Yoav] took a sword to kill him. He
said, “Why?!” He replied, “Cursed is the one who makes trickery of Divine work! (Yirmiyahu 48:10)"

2. Talmud, Makkot 12a
L0V NINRD AR AV DYV DY 20 AR A757° 20 KR
Rav Yehudah cited Rav: Yoav made two mistakes at that time...

2:36-46 Shimi is dismissed and executed
3. Shimi ben Gera Shemuel Il 16:5-10, Shemuel Il 19:17-24, Melachim | 1:8

4. Talmud, Berachot 8a
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One should always live in his mentor’s vicinity, for Solomon did not marry Pharaoh’s daughter as long as Shimi ben
Gera lived.

5. Rashi to Melachim | 2:46
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Meaning, he was not punished for any of this.

6. Abarbanel to Melachim | 2:46
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Even though there is great danger for kings who kill leaders and deputies at the start of their reign, it was not thus for

Solomon. When he killed Adoniyahu, Yoav and Shimi, his reign was established and enduring, for everyone

acknowledged that his deeds were right, and blessed him.

7. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, spm»wn axya yae mubw (3) 'a pae
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Also in our chapter, Shimi is displayed in a negative way: His pursuit after his servants who have fled testifies to two
bad traits. First, it stems from pursuit of low profit (and perhaps also from a desire to demonstrate authority), and this
adds a shadow to his personality, that he would endanger himself by taking a lenient interpretation of Solomon’s
warning for the sake of pursuit of profit. Second, returning a servant who has fled opposes the principle behind the
command of Devarim 23:16, “Do not hand over a servant to his master, if he escapes from his master to you.” This
teaches that one should act with benevolence toward a servant who has fled, presumably due to bad treatment he
received from his master.



8. A key summary 2:46 vs. 2:12

Review

Introduction

1) The book is credited to Yirmiyahu. What does that teach us?

2) One of our major themes is the way that King David's reign shapes King Solomon’s reign. How does that happen?

Chapter 1

1) Natan identified Solomon as the next king. Who else knew?

2) The story begins with David’s illness; why was he ill, and why does the reader need to know?

3) We saw many explanations for Avishag's role; what was ite

4) Adoniyahu tries to become king; why now?

5) Natan asks Batsheva to inform David; why is he involved, and how does Batsheva respond?

6) Adoniyahu flees to the altar for Divine protection. How does Solomon respond, and what does that fell us about
him?

Chapter 2

1) King David is dying, and he gives final instructions to King Solomon. When was this, and when did Solomon act?

2) King David makes it sound as though the throne is contingent on the good behaviour of the Davidic kings; is ite

3) King David also issues granular instructions regarding Barzilai and threats. Why didn’t David take care of the
threats himself, and why should Solomon do it2

4) Adoniyahu asks Batsheva to facilitate his marriage to Avishag; why, and why does Solomon order his execution by
Benayahu ben Yehoyada?

5) King Solomon then dismisses Evyatar, who had supported Adoniyahu, from serving as a kohen. Why?

6) General Yoav, who also supported Adoniyahu, flees to the altar; why2 How do we understand Yoav@

7) King Solomon sentences Shimi ben Gera, his mentor, to house arrest. Why?

8) We are told again that King Solomon's reign is now secure; how has it become secure?

Outline of Chapter 3

3:1-3 Solomon loves Gd and marries the daughter of the Egyptian Pharaoh

3:49 In a dream, Solomon asks Gd for wisdom to lead the people.

3:10-14 Gd promises Solomon unparalleled wisdom, wealth and honour, and long life if he observes the mitzvot
3:15 Solomon celebrates with offerings and a feast

3:16-28 The story of the two women and the deceased baby

Introduction: The Jew and the Egyptian
9. Abarbanel to Melachim | 3:1
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After it told of how Solomon removed the obstacles from his reign in terms of his local foes, it told that he performed a
second supportive act to perpetuate and establish his reign, by making peace and making a marriage with Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, who was a great king and a neighbour. He did this so that he would be at peace and in affectionate
relations with him. Therefore it said, “And Solomon made a marriage with Pharaoh, king of Egypt,” for he made the
marriage with him because of his stature and greatness as the king of Egypt, and not out of love for his daughter or due
to her beauty...

10. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 54:4, commenting on Bereishit 21:22-32

L1 9RY DOPOTX VAW 12 DA 12 TAD T LLLMNT T I NARWA AW CIRY 10,080 Y92 MwAd Yaw NN ANk 7"2pn 2 R

QAW NP2 LAWY L TIVANY 293 ,9393) TV DRI 1T 19K NIOWR T 0127 1200 112 19 A1 LLL012 A DIRWY , Iwnwy ,0mIDY 100
DOWIM T 0 NWHD 7w N0 1IN 3D TR0 LN



Gd said to him: You gave him 7 lambs against My will; by your life, | will delay the joy of your children [before their
entry into Israel] for 7 generations... They will kill seven righteous people from your children: Chofni, Pinchas, Shimshon,
and Shaul and his three sons.... His children will destroy your children’s seven sanctuaries: Ohel Moed, Gilgal, Nov,
Givon, Shiloh and the two Temples... My Ark will circulate in the Philistine fields for seven months.

11. Precedent

King Asa Chronicles Il 16:7-12

King Yehoshaphat Chronicles Il 20:35-37

A class on Yehoshaphat's alliances - https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm /940622 /

12.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 5:7
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One may dwell anywhere in the world, other than Egypt — west from the Mediterranean, 400 parasangs by 400
parasangs opposite Cush and the desert. One may not dwell in any of it. In three places the Torah warned not to return
to Egypt, as Devarim 17:16 says, “Never again shall you return by this path,” Devarim 28:68 says, “You would never
again see her,” and Shemot 14:13 says, “You shall not see them again, ever.” And this prohibition includes Alexandria.

13. Three reasons https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/925514/
e Political threat Shemot 14:11, 17:3; Bamidbar 11:20, 14:4, 16:13
e Immorality Tehillim 78:51; Bereishit 9, 12; Vayikra 18:3
e Independence Devarim 11:10-11; Yehoshua 11:6; Yechezkel 29:3

14. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 10:4
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On the night when Solomon completed the work of the Beit haMikdash, he married the daughter of Pharaoh, and there
was celebration of joy for the Beit haMikdash and celebration for the daughter of Pharaoh, and the celebration of the
daughter of Pharaoh was greater than the celebration of the Beit haMikdash... And at that time the thought came before
Gd to destroy Jerusalem, as in Yirmiyahu 32:31...
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