Yigdal: Origins and History

The Prayer

TIOWX NP NT'D ,OTar nban (1

AMNYN DX NY 1PN KY¥N) ,NARYN N DON DT .
AMTNND MD 1PN DA DOY) )TN TN PN TN .
ANYTR MOX TV ND 921K 9120 MnTI0 X .
AMYKIY MYKRT 1PN TPNT ,N12) 1WK 12T be miR .
AMI5M N T N ,N° b:b wa NTX N .
ARINam mbm WK DN N1 INN1) Yaw .
ANNDTNN LAM N, TIY NYNI bmw’: a}p) D .
AMAMNIIN) T by N myb M NAX NN
AN n’nbwb ANT 1 Nb1 OND q’bn’ N .
ANNTRA 12T 9IDY LIAN A1IND YN NN .
Anyvia v yvnb 1012 ,)5yan3) Ton VJ’N'J 500 .
Anyav yp amn m'mb JITWN M0 YRY N2w.
ANYNN OV TY 'TY 712 TPN 2112 5N NN DN .

—
QWO NOOOGTRWN =

—
WN =

1. Exalted is the living God, and praised He exists, and His existence transcends time.

2. He is One, and there is no unity like His, He is invisible, His unity is infinite.

3. He is unlike the corporeal or even the non-corporeal, His holiness is beyond comparison.

4. He preceded every being that was created, He was First, and there was no genesis to His
beginning.

5. He is Master of the Universe to every creature, (all) proclaim His greatness and His majesty.
6. The fullness of His prophecy, He bestowed on those He treasured, and in whom He gloried.
7. There never arose in Israel another like Moses, a prophet who beheld God’s image.

8. The Torah of truth the Almighty gave to His people through His prophet, the trusted one of
His house.

9. The Almighty will not exchange nor alter His Law. Never will He offer any alternative.

10. He scrutinizes and knows our secrets. He beholds the end of a thing at its beginning.

11. He rewards man with kindness according to his deeds. He sends evil to the wicked
according to his wickedness.

12. He will send our Messiah at the end of days, to redeem all who await His final deliverance.
13. The Almighty will revive the dead because of His abundant kindness: Blessed forever is His
praised Name.

Inspiration
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...the fundamental beliefs and the foundational principles of our religion are thirteen principles:
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The first principle To believe in the existence of the Creator, may He be blessed, and that is that there is a Being
complete in all the ways of existence. He is the cause of the existence of all other things in existence. Through Him
does their existence survive and from Him is their survival.
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The second principle The unity of God, may He be blessed, which is to say that we believe that He who is the cause
of everything is one. And He is not like one of a pair and not like one of a group and not like one person that can be
divided into many [smaller] units and not like a simple body which is numerically one [but] can be infinitely divided.
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The third principle Denial of His physicality and that is that we believe that this Unity that we mentioned is not a
body and not the power of a body and that actions of a body do not relate to Him, not in His essence and not in His
doings.
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The fourth principle Preexistence and that is that we believe that this Unity that we mentioned is absolutely
preexisting, and that no other existing thing besides Him was preexisting in relation to Him.
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The fifth principle That He is the One that is fitting to serve and to exalt and to make His greatness known and to do
His commandments;
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The sixth principle Prophecy

WaAYN MM
ANINNTNN LA X1 ,TIY NYNI DX1P°2 0P N
MP IWN Ma5 1PN OIWN DNIN YD W DNNAX NI D PRXIY NI 'Y 12201 Nwn NN

72N NV RN YN DTN N 921 1NN NN N NYYN2 1NNN DN DY) "INKN
The seventh principle The prophecy of Moshe, our teacher - peace be upon him - and that is that we believe that he
was the father of all the prophets that were before him and that arose after him, [meaning] that all are below him in
[loftiness] and that he is the chosen one from the entire human species.
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The eighth principle That the Torah is from Heaven and that is that we believe that this Torah that is given to us
through Moshe, our teacher - peace be upon him...
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The ninth principle Faithful transmission and that is that this Torah has faithfully been transmitted from the Creator,
God - may He be blessed - and not from anyone else. And [so] it cannot be added to and it cannot be taken away
from...
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The tenth principle is that God, may He be blessed, knows the actions of people and does not ignore them.
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The eleventh principle is that God, may He be blessed gives reward to the one who does the commandments of the
Torah and punishes the one who transgresses its prohibitions
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The twelfth principle The Messianic era and that is to believe and to confirm that he will come
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The thirteenth principle The Revival of the dead
Authorship

N Ty X5 qTapy» na 1o (3

oMb E% 31 BRI 1330 LDID 11ID 3 5 101D . D3 131 B3 L DR I N LY PN 3D TR
JURY DD N1 01PN . D D S Heny L 3ppr 90y Sy

It was based upon the thirteen principles of faith. And the Rambam authored it, and some say
it was Daniel son of R’ Yaakov. And some say it was Yechiel ben Baruch....
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poem by Immanuel of Rome.
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On Sabbath evening, the customary rite of the people of Rome includes the known song Yigdal Elokim Chai. And
the name of its author has not yet been publicized. And | saw a siddur handwritten upon parchment in the rite of the
Jews of Rome, written in the year 143 (i.e., 17837?), and there the person who wrote the siddur is listed as Moshe the
son of Yekutiel Hefetz from the Zifroni family, and he attributed it to Rabbi Daniel, his in-law, the son of Samuel the
Physician, the son of Daniel Dayan; and regarding Yigdal it is written: These are the thirteen principles of faith as
they were set forth by my elder Daniel the son of Yehuda Dayan. And the same appears in the Pentateuch
handwritten upon parchment, which is found in the Talmud Torah of Venice, where it is written: These are the
Thirteen Principles of Faith, that Rabbi Daniel of blessed memory, the son of Yehuda Dayan ordered: Yigdal...etc.

6) Hartwig Hirschfield, “Immanuel of Rome and Other Poets of the Jewish Creed,” Jewish
Quarterly Review (n.s.) 5:4 (April, 1915), p. 529

Through the influence of but says nothing about its composition.

The literary

Luzzatto it has become customary to attribute the author-
ship of the Yigdal to a certain Daniel b. Judah Dayyan,
and Zunz agreed to this without further criticism. As
I have shown elsewhere,! Luzzatto’s authority only speaks
of the arrangement of the Yigda/ (in the Prayer Book),
but says nothing about its composition.
relation between the two poems is this that Daniel did

The literary

not make use of expressions found in the other poem,

relation between the two poems is this that Daniel did
not make use of expressions found in the other poem,
but borrowed so largely that he laid himself open to the
charge of unabashed plagiarism. I, therefore, came to
the conclusion that not Daniel, but Immanuel himself is
the author of the Y7gdal/. His name is interwoven in the
larger poem (line 12), but the smaller one offered so little
scope for a similar insertion that he succeeded only with
the sacrifice of one letter (o8 wyd, 1. 8).
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