Medical Treatment on Shabbat # 17: Wound Care, Part 2

R" Mordechai Torczyner — michael.torczyner@ yu.edu
Danger that could be addressed after Shabbat
1. Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham (20t-21st century Israel), Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 328:4:17
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A surgery which is pushed off to Shabbat: A person needs an operation urgently, but the surgery could be pushed off
48-72 hours when there are patients with more urgent needs for surgery, and waiting would not add at all to the existing
danger, what is the rule when this happens on Shabbat and they could operate immediately? Are they obligated to do
the surgery, violating Shabbat, or just the opposite, are they obligated to wait until after Shabbat?
See Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 328:4. And the Mishneh Berurah writes: “Meaning, they know clearly that the illness
will not get worse by waiting until night, after Shabbat.” And so wrote the Rashash: If we know clearly that we could
wait until the evening, then we should not violate Shabbat for nothing.
And | heard from my mentor Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth that in a case like this, when we could wait until after Shabbat
without adding any risk for the patient, one may not operate on Shabbat, and we should wait until after Shabbat.

2. Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham (20t-21st century Israel), Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 301:13:4
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And one may also go out with a bag tied to him, since its connection to the catheter tube also prevents the possibility of

bladder infection and it prevents physical pain. And so Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach permitted, since the possibility

of infection is more important than physical pain...

3. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20t-21st century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k’Hilchatah 35:4
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One may cut the ends of an infected wound to prevent development of inflammation.

4. Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham (20t-21st century Israel), Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 321 av»ow #28
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With a patient who is dangerously ill — for example, his hand or finger was cut off — it may be permitted to reattach
them even on Shabbat, since otherwise there would be a need to desecrate Shabbat to prevent danger of infection and
the like...

Melachah Case Halachah
Stitching
Tying a Knot

Transport

Coloring

Tearing

5. Shemot 25:3, with Rashi
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Five of the curtains will be joined...
Rashi: “will be joined” — Stitch them with a needle, one beside the next, five in one unit and five in one unit.
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6. Talmud, Shabbat 94b
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Mishnah: One who removes fingernails with each other or with his teeth, or his hair or his mustache or his beard...
Rashi: ... this is shearing...

7. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19-20t century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 344:11
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And Jewish doctors must be careful when they need separated strings to put on a wound, and they take a piece of linen
cloth and separate the strings, and this is a biblical melachah.

8. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20t-21st century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k’Hilchatah 35:4
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And if one can wait to stitch the wound until after Shabbat without any concern at all for deterioration of the status of

the wound, one should not stitch it on Shabbat, since there is a need to make a knot with the sewing thread, and this is

an enduring knot. ..

9. Mishnah, Shabbat 24:5 (157q)
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And it happened during the time of Rabbi Tzaddok’s father and Abba Shaul ben Botnit that they stopped up the window

with a pail and they tied a pail with a reed, to know whether the barrel had a tefach-sized opening or not.

10.  Rabbi Nissim Karelitz (20t-21st century Israel), Chut Shani, Shabbat Perek 34 (Vol 2 pg. 220)
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A knot which dissolves on its own, as is found today in hospitals where they join parts of the body via threads which

dissolve on their own — where there is no concern for danger to life, it appears that one should assess this, since the

knot is called a “permanent knot” inasmuch as it is needed as long as one needs the knot, and one will not untie it...

11.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Shabbat 10:3
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And we tie a pail with string or a belt or the like, but not a rope... And if a rope is tied to a cow one may tie it to a
trough, if it was tied fo a trough one may tie it to a cow. But one may not bring a rope from home and tied it to a cow
or a belt. And if it was a weaver's rope that one may move, one may bring it and tie it to the cow or the trough, because
all of these knots are a normal person’s work and they do not last, but sometimes he ties it and sometimes he unties it.
Therefore one may tie them /echatchilah.

12.Raavad on Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Shabbat 10:3
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“Because these knots are a regular person’s work” — This reason is insufficient. Is a knot in a pail a craftsman’s work? It

is also not enduring, for this is a reed rope! But the reason is that he spares it, lest it break through the strength of the

cow, and he certainly won't leave it for a full day. But a pail, which one leaves for a day or two, therefore we decree.



13. Rabbi Vidal of Toulouse (14 century Spain or France), Maggid Mishneh to Hilchot Shabbat 10:3
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When he said it is not enduring because it is a reed rope, that is also shocking, for ‘enduring knot’ is not about the

quality of the rope and why one ties it. Per his words, an enduring knot is only something strong, which will last long.

14.  The Cleveland Clinic, Incision and Surgical Wound Care
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/15709-incision-care

It usually takes one to two weeks before absorbable stitches dissolve. These stitches can last for a few months, depending
on how your body heals.

15.Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19-20th century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 301:77
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And the Vilna Gaon wrote that within the Rambam’s view, there is no prohibition [to go out] with string unless they tie
it to a cloth and sponge to go out with it [as since it is important, it is not cancelled]. But for an actual wound, even if it
is tied with string or something important one may go out with it, for even though it does not heal, still, it helps to avoid
having the wound scratched, an so it is not a burden.

16.Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20t-21st century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k’Hilchatah 14:19
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And to clean one’s mouth with a paper napkin, which is normally thrown out after use, is always permitted.

17.Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19t-20t century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 340:45
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18. Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg (20 century Israel), Tzitz Eliezer 16:6:5
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19. Rabbi Asher Weiss (201215 century Israel), Minchat Asher 2:39:2
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20. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20t-21st century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k’Hilchatah 35 (63)
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https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/15709-incision-care

