Medical Treatment on Shabbat # 10: Minimizing Shabbat Violation Part 2

R" Mordechai Torczyner — michael.torczyner@ yu.edu
Mitigation #1: Asking a Non-Jew (continued)
1. Rashi (11th century France) to Shabbat 153a smzw sxn
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“Why did they permit giving a wallet to a non-Jew [to carry on Shabbat]” - Isnt he then his agent to carry it on Shabbat2

2. Rashi (11t century France) to Avodah Zarah 15a 115
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Non-Jews are not instructed regarding Shabbat. The fact that a Jew may not tell a non-Jew “Do X for me” is because of
“from pursuing your needs and speaking of matters (Yeshayahu 58);” that speech is prohibited.

3. Rambam (12t century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Shabbat 6:1
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This is rabbinically prohibited, lest Shabbat be light in their eyes, such that [Jews] might come to do it themselves.

4. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20th-21st century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k'Hilchatah 30:2
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One may not hint to him on Shabbat or Yom Tov with an expression of instruction, to do it. This applies whether the hint
is verbal or via gestures...

5. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (20t century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 307:76
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One also may not tell him something on Shabbat such that he understands that he is meant to perform melachah.

Therefore, one may not tell a non-Jew to wipe his nose, so that he will understand to remove the charcoal from a wick.

6. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20t-21st century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k’Hilchatah 30:7
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One may not tell a nonJew on Shabbat, “Do me a favor, there isn’t enough light in the room,” meaning a hint with an
expression of instruction.

7. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16 century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 307:2
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One may tell him after Shabbat: “Why didn’t you do X for me last Shabbat?” Even though he understands from this that
one wishes for him to do it on the following Shabbat.

8. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (20" century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 307:76
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When he hints to the non-Jew, without an instruction, like, “The lamp isn’t illuminating well” or “I can’t read by this lamp,

because of its charcoal,” and the non-Jew hears and fixes it, that's permitted; this is not instruction.

9. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (20t century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 307:24
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Know that our rule that instructing a non-Jew is rabbinically prohibited applies even where one tells a non-Jew to tell
another non-Jew... But see Sefer haChaim, who wrote that to avoid great loss one may rely on those who are lenient...

Mitigation #2: Shinui

10. Mishnah, Shabbat 10:3 (Shabbat 92a)
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One who transports items, whether with his right or left hand... is liable, for this was the transport done by the family of
Kehat. Behind his hand, with his foot, in his mouth, in his elbow, in his ear, in his hair, in an upside down belt, between
his belt and his clothing or in his clothing hem, in his shoe, in his sandal, is exempt from liability, for he did not transport
as people normally do.

11.Rabbi Yosef Karo (16 century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 301:33
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One may not go out on Shabbat with money, silver or gold stitched into his clothing.

12.Talmud, Shabbat 103a
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Mishnah: One who writes two letters, whether with his right or left hand... [is liable].
Gemara: | understand liability for the right hand, because that's the way of writing. But why is one liable for the left?
That is not the way of writing! Rabbi Yirmiyah said: That was taught regarding a lefthanded person.

13. Rabbi Avraham Bornsztain (19t century Poland), Iglei Tal, Beiurim to Petichah 3
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In Even Ha'Ezer 123, Chelkat Mechokeik, Beit Shemuel and Pri Chadash explained that we approve a getwritten with
one’s left hand because it is only for Shabbat that there is a melechet machshevet requirement. Therefore, if one writes
“with the back of one’s hand” or one’s left it is not melechet machshevetbut it is still called “writing” regarding a get.
But one should examine this, for we have found in various places that even outside of Shabbat, that which is done in
an unusual way is nothing...
There are two kinds of melachah “with the back of one’s hand”:
e Where the melachah itself is not done properly, a change in the quality of that which is caused, like planting in
a solid pot, where it will not be planted properly, even though the act of planting is not at all abnormal.
e Where the melachah is “with the back of one’s hand,” a change just in the quality of the action, not in the
quality of that which is caused, like... One who transports from place to place “with the back of one’s hand.”
Even though the actual melachah is with the item that is brought elsewhere, and there is nothing unusual in that
item and now it is sitting in another place as though it had been brought normally, still, there is an abnormality
in the quality of the act, for he did not perform the melachah as it is normally done.

14.Rabbi Avraham Bornsztain (19th century Poland), Shu”t Avnei Nezer Orach Chaim 209:9
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It appears obvious to me that one who erases with this left is liable, like one who transports with his left... It is specifically
with writing, as one cannot write well with his left, that one is not liable...

15.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Shabbat 12:14
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One who transports a burden on his head: If the burden is heavy, like a full sack or a box or cabinet or the like, which

he places on his head and holds with his hand, he is liable, for people who carry things do this. It's like carrying on

one’s shoulder or in one’s hand. But if one takes a light item, like putting a garment, book or knife on one’s head and



transporting it without holding it with one’s hand, one is exempt, for he did not carry it as one normally carries things,
for most people do not transport items on their heads.

16.Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham, Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 278:(7) pg. mmn
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My master, Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth, told me that one may perform all of these actions on Shabbat (for the patient is
deemed dangerously ill), even multiple times, meaning drawing blood from his finger and testing it in the machine. But
he should try, if possible, to turn on the machine with a Shabbat clock or a non-Jew, or, if those are not possible, in an
unusual way (meaning, with the back of the finger). And Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach agreed with all of this.



