Intro to Jewish Philosophy #3
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Judaism’s Untold Secrets?
Introduction to the Kabbalah

1. Mishnah Chagigah, 2, 1:

One may not expound the topic of forbidden sexual
relations before three or more individuals; nor may
one expound the act of Creation and the secrets of
the beginning of the world before two or more
individuals; nor may one expound by oneself the
Design of the Divine Chariot, unless he is wise and
understands most matters on his own.

2. Talmud Chagigah, 14b:

The Sages taught: Four entered the orchard
[pardes], dealt with the loftiest secrets of Torah,
and they are as follows: Ben Azzai; and ben Zoma;
Aher, the other, a name for Elisha ben Avuya; and
Rabbi Akiva...

The Gemara proceeds to relate what happened to
each of them: Ben Azzai glimpsed at the Divine
Presence and died. And with regard to him the
verse states: “Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the
death of His pious ones” (Psalms 116:15). Ben Zoma
glimpsed at the Divine Presence and was harmed,
(he lost his mind). And with regard to him the verse
states: “Have you found honey? Eat as much as is
sufficient for you, lest you become full from it and
vomit it” (Proverbs 25:16). Aher chopped down the
shoots of saplings. In other words, he became a
heretic. Rabbi Akiva came out safely.

3. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Mada, Yesodei
Hatorah, 4, 13:

Though they were great men in Israel and great
scholars, not all of them had the intellectual power
to know and grasp all these matters clearly; and |
say that no one is deserving to promenade in the
Vineyard unless he be filled with intellectual bread
and meat, that is to say: one must know what is
forbidden and what is permitted and similar to
these of the rest of the commandments.

4. Siftei Cohen (R’ Shabbatai HaKohen 17th cen.)
Yoreh Deah, 246, 6:

Some says that one is not allowed to learn Kabbalah
before he turns 40 years old.

5. Vilna Gaon (18th cen.), on Proverbs, 2, 9:

One must learn Kabbalah, so when he internalizes
the secrets he will also understand the Pshat,
Remez, Drash, Sod (Pardes). However, if one
doesn’t learn Kabbalah then he won’t understand
even the pshat.

JR,/1,mnnnwn .1

N'YNID NYUNA N21 ,NY%w2a Ninua eniT |'"
DIN N1 12 DX K7 TN NP2 K91 ,00Y2
APy 0

22”7V 777 ,nanan .2

|24 ,'RTV |2 |22 4781 DT192 4D)2] NYIIX [12] 417
NIPY ' D7 0K NIPY '3 DR RDIT
D' NN 7R 1IND Y'Y 1IN 7K 'V DNKYD
22 1227 [12' N7 DpY 20T 10NIY DY D'

N 1WA R NI 1N 1V NN YD INTY )
NI 1Y1 VA YN RRIT 2 11T'O02 NN
INK INKXPDLAYAWA |9 4T 218 DIRYA WIAT NI
D722 RY! RL'PY '3 NIVIDIA YYD

IO NiIA%n ,vTnan 190 ,0"2m% M nawn .3
2" 070, T pa,mimn

N7 1'0 D'7iT2 D'INL ' 7KW 2iTAY 12 Y NI
113 Y DNITD 72 MWD VT 03 02 N1 D73
N7073Y ' K7KX D192 7407 MK |'KY 0IR 1INI
MOND VT NIN WA DNYI AWl DN? 0132
TIYRN YN DN RYIFINR|

1p"o,m noavtmi'"'w 4
D'YIIN |2 KN'W TV N72p TIN%? X7w 1anaw w'
Y

0,2 '"Ywn Y IvN'a1 X”1an .5

1M12 2V 178N 7220 17 A MI1a v TIoN A W)
AT 22 AN . (D”T19) TIONI WATA ,TAIN ,LYWAan
T2 21N212'K YA 1719 TIoN |1t KoY

irakovsky@torontotorah.com



mailto:irakovsky@torontotorah.com
applewebdata://7C82DD12-AF80-4990-B214-9EC2A6A32D7B/topics/shimon-b-azzai
applewebdata://7C82DD12-AF80-4990-B214-9EC2A6A32D7B/topics/shimon-b-zoma
applewebdata://7C82DD12-AF80-4990-B214-9EC2A6A32D7B/topics/elisha-ben-abuya
applewebdata://7C82DD12-AF80-4990-B214-9EC2A6A32D7B/topics/rabbi-akiva
applewebdata://CF0398EC-8A79-4000-9C89-0B92019A2C19/topics/shimon-b-azzai
applewebdata://CF0398EC-8A79-4000-9C89-0B92019A2C19/Psalms.116.15
applewebdata://CF0398EC-8A79-4000-9C89-0B92019A2C19/topics/shimon-b-zoma
applewebdata://CF0398EC-8A79-4000-9C89-0B92019A2C19/Proverbs.25.16
applewebdata://CF0398EC-8A79-4000-9C89-0B92019A2C19/topics/rabbi-akiva
applewebdata://B26A1883-ABBE-4982-BB07-E08C38CA34E0/topics/shimon-b-azzai
applewebdata://B26A1883-ABBE-4982-BB07-E08C38CA34E0/topics/shimon-b-zoma
applewebdata://B26A1883-ABBE-4982-BB07-E08C38CA34E0/topics/shimon-b-zoma
applewebdata://B26A1883-ABBE-4982-BB07-E08C38CA34E0/topics/rabbi-akiva
applewebdata://B26A1883-ABBE-4982-BB07-E08C38CA34E0/topics/rabbi-akiva
applewebdata://EC2CEF1E-B414-4483-9C64-AAFEB5DE9171/topics/shimon-b-azzai
applewebdata://EC2CEF1E-B414-4483-9C64-AAFEB5DE9171/topics/shimon-b-zoma
applewebdata://EC2CEF1E-B414-4483-9C64-AAFEB5DE9171/topics/rabbi-akiva
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%A0%D7%94_%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8_%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%93%D7%A2
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%91%22%D7%9D_%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99_%D7%94%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%94
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%91%22%D7%9D_%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99_%D7%94%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%94
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%91%22%D7%9D_%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99_%D7%94%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%94_%D7%93
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%91%22%D7%9D_%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99_%D7%94%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%94_%D7%93_%D7%99%D7%92

Intro to Jewish Philosophy #3

6. Zohar, Vayakhel 2nd part, 206a:

Rabbi Shimeon said: When we take the Torah scroll
in a congregation, the gates of Heaven of mercy
open themselves, and we arouse Love on High, and
it is required that a person say the following:

Blessed is the Name of the Master of the Universe,
blessed is Your Crown and Your place. May Your
friendship with Your people Israel be forever,

and Your salvation [that comes] from Your Right
Hand be seen by Your people in Your sanctuary.
Lead us to discover the goodness in Your Light, and
receive our prayers with mercy. May it be Your will
to prolong our lives in goodness. And may | too be
counted among the righteous, and [may You] have
mercy on me, and watch over me, over all that is
mine and is Your people Israel's. You are the Ruler
of everything, You are the Ruler over kings, and
Kingship is [truly only] Yours. | am a servant of the
Holy One, | bow in front Him, and in front of His
Torah's preciousness [| bow], at all and every time.
Not on a man | trust, not on a son of god | rely,
rather, on the God of heaven, that is a God of truth,
and His Torah is truth, and His prophets are truth,
and Who performs many acts that are good and
truth. In Him | trust, and | will say praises to His
Dear/Precious Name. May it be Your will to open
my heart in/fto Your Torah, and give me male
children who will be servants of Your will. And fulfill
the requests of my heart, and the hearts of all Your
people Israel for good, and for life, and for peace,
amen.

7. Mishnah Avot, 5, 1:

With ten utterances (mn') the world was created.
And what does this teach, for surely it could have
been created with one utterance? But this was so in
order to punish the wicked who destroy the world
that was created with ten utterances, And to give a
good reward to the righteous who maintain the
world that was created with ten utterances.
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