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16 /1-5 phan son of Uzziel was placed in charge of the Kohathite

PARASHAS KORACH

4 Moses heard and fell on his face.
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ur Sages (Medrash Rabbah) introduce the episode of
the rebellion against Moshe with a valid question,
T MR R T PRA Capm R s o nap —
Since Korach was a very clever man and, as a descendant of
Kehos, was privileged to carry the 1" IX — how could he do
something so irrational as to revolt against the acknowledged
leader of Klal Yisroel? o

o

* The answer is this. Korach, say our Sages, was consumed
with jealousy because he felt that Moshe had bypassed him
unfairly when making a senior appointment (Rashi, Bamidbor
16:1). In revenge, he decided to discredit Moshe by ridiculing
the mitzvos that he taught Klal Yisroel. Korach argued that some
were so unfair that they could not be of Divine origin and must
AQave been fabricated by Moshe himself.
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1 Korah son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi separated himself, with Dathan and Abiram,
sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, the offspring of Reuben. 2 They stood before Moses
with two hundred and fifty men from the Children of Israel, leaders of the assembly, those sum-
moned for meeting, men of renown, 3 They gathered together against Moses and against Aaron
and said to them, “It is too much for you! For the entire assembly — all of them — are holy and
HASsHEM is among them; why do you exalt yourselves over the congregation of HASHEM?"

family (3:30), thus making him Korah'’s superior, and giving
him a position that Korah felt should have been his. At that
time, however, Korah did not dare criticize Moses, who was
so beloved by the people that they would not have tolerated
arival to him. But after the fiasco of the spies and the decree
that an entire generation would die in the Wilderness without
ever seeing the Land, Korah took advantage of the national
dissatisfaction to foment rebellion.

R’ Hersh Goldwurm submits that once Korah found an
excuse to challenge Moses’ legitimacy, it was a short step for
him to deny the Divine origin of the commandments and
hold them up to ridicule — for if Moses could be suspected of
appointing his brother Kohen Gadol in an act of gross nepo-
tism, why could he not be accused of fabricating command-
ments that had no basis in logic or God's will?
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! he story of Korach teaches us an important and relevant
1‘ lesson. Before he made his tragic mistake, Korach was con-
~* sidered one of the greatest personalities of the time. Chazal
say that he was among the select Leviim who carried the Aron on
their shoulders. This was a man whose mind was filled with Torah
and spirituality, and yet he fell so far that he became an apikores
(heretic).
Interestingly, Korach’s mistake was not in dei’os (philosophy),
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but in middos (character traits). What caused him to err was plain
and simple jealousy. This flaw in his middos corrupted his mind
and caused him to sink to apikorsus. While we might think that
the middos and the beliefs of a man do not intersect — in theory
_.it would seem that one’s mind cquld be filled with good hashkafos)
f;‘ and he could still have ugly;middos — the lesson from Korach'
"él\is; that a deviation in middos will ultimately cause one’s dei’os to/
become crooked as well.

It is the lesson of (Devarim 16:19), ©on »»y MY 1Hvin ), Forthe
bribe will blind the eyes of the wise. Why should the acceptance of
a bribe cause the judge to err in his judgment? Why should it affect
his mind? The answer is that it is impossible to separate the mind
from the shochad of the middos. The ugly middos of Korach caused

x his mind, no matter how great it had been, to become warped.

We see this again and again. Ostensibly, the early Reformers
wanted to exchange the understanding of the Torah for an “enlight-
ened” view of the new times; it was a mistake in hashkafah. But
where did it start? With a taavah (desire) to be like the non-Jews.

/J JThey were enraptured by the German culture, and they wanted to
live a life like theirs. They ended up denying Torah miSinai and
rationalizing their desires by claiming that the Torah was outdated.
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Rashi (16:1) asks the obvious question: What possessed Korach
to argue with Moshe? He explains that Korach felt that the position
of nasi should have been his, and he therefore envied his cousin
Elitzafan ben Uziel, who received the appointment. As the mishnah

world,” and the ground swallowed him alive.

JThe Rambam explains the above mishnah as follows: “Jealousy,
desire, and love of honor take a person out of the world. The reason
for this is that possessing these three middos, or even a single one
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in Avos (4:28) tells us, this jealousy literally “took him out of this;
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/(\\); of them, inevitably causes a person to forfeit his emunas haTorah.”
It is clear that the Rambam understood “the world” mentioned in
the mishnah as a reference to a person’s emunah. Why do these

three things cause a person to lose his emunah?

\@ dealousy — (kinah) — hinders a person'’s abilif; _to perceive
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Qiﬂn? Providence. If he would truly believe that everything Hashem
does is calculated down to the very last detail, there would be no
room for jealousy. How can one be jealous of what his friend has

when he knows that Hashem

specifically deci

')
How can one be
not need or deserve that particu-

jealous of what his friend
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diametrically opposed to one’s

not need or deserve that
particular thing?”’

ability to connect to_spirituality.

As the Chovos Hal evavos writes
(Shaar HaPrishus, Chapter 2),

the purpose of the Torah is “to
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enable one’s logic to reign over his desires.” Getting caught up in

fulfilling physical desires detracts from one's ability to believe in
Spirituality as a reality.
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A person who resists the urge to compare himself to others and

manages to_eliminate envy from his heart will be indescribably

happy, and will derive great satisfaction and joy from everything he

®has. In this way, he will merit enormous wealth, as our Sages teach

(Avos 4:1): iP7n2a nRvD PYY MPR, Who is a vich man? He who is
happy with his share.

W

“hat is the feeling of jealousy? It is the distress and resent-
/W' ment a person feels over the fact that he has less than some-
one else, whether in material matters or spiritual matters. Let us
first focus on material matters.
When a person is jealous of someone else’s wealth, he should
/ consider the following: What is his goal in life? If he dreams of being
( wealthy and is dissatisfied with the share Hashem granted him, it is
understandable that he would experience distress, but why should
his distress be compounded by the fact that his friend is wealthy?
Would he be happier if his friend would lose his money and become
poor like him? Alternatively, if he is satisfied with the share Hashem
has given him, why should it bother him that his friend is wealthier
than he is? Does he want life to be good only for himself and not for
his friend? That is quite a lowly approach to life.
JcAny time a person feels jealous — in any area — he should ask
himself: logically, what difference does it make that my friend has
morc than I do? If I am not happy with what I have, that is unfor-
tunate, but why should I feel worse because my friend has more?
And if T am essentially happy with what I have, then why should I

the jealous person: he compares himself to his friend, when in truth
~$ they are not in any sort of rivalry. Someone who internalizes the

idea that lifc is not a competition will be in an excellent position to
_avoid the trap of jealousy.

If we think about it, we will realize that jealousy is completely
irrational. Let’s say a person manages to obtain more than the rich
friend he envies. Now his jealousy disappears, but that is because he
is overlooking the fact that there is a multimillionaire in the next
city who is still wealthier than he is!

@ We sce clearly, then, that jealousy defies logic; it is purely an out-
gome of whom the person chooses to compare himselfto. In theabove
scenario he chose to compare himself to the person in his city and was
not aware of or focused on anyone else. Therefore, if a person would
choose not to compare himself to others, or to compare himself only
to people who have less than he does, he will be cured of hisjealousy.

>

h; 7*’[2 any people actually invite feelings of jealousy by inquiring
LW L about their friends’ lives and trying to figure out how much
money their friends have. But what benefit do they have from being
aware of everyone else’s net worth? All that this information can
accomplish is to cause them to be jealous!

fl When someone envies another person’s material possessions, it

is usually because he is focusing on one narrow area in which his

friend is gifted, without knowing the full picture of his life. This
/ can be compared to someone who envies his friend’s beautiful eyes,
, even though his friend’s face is not as handsome as his own. He
(Jwants eyes like his friend, while retaining his own face! When we
are jealous of someone else’s blessings, we need to be aware that
every person is given a comprehensive package. We can’t expect to

/' have his “eyes” while retaining our “face”!

Envy of Materialism

be upset that my friend has more? This is the fundamental error of

His Eyes, But My Face

19
TPIN DRA 1PIN2 ann X0 e 5 ,0vn quna annonh i BTNS
ANXY NIVR 5 AVPI AN VAN Y PRON M LR R N0 VY
MNTA NP 2 VY ARIN 2621 - I0XY DR 1PAY 1230 YY Manny mpna
NATIONM MDA MR DNM AN Y3 DTIOMA DIR N3 KM NRY 00T
/BRXY NPN2 POYNNS DIPNI NRT 931,910 NNIN DN PYNOMY ,DMNRD SY
DIPN2 ,008Y2 1PNy WMWY DITA BRI ,0N%Y S® Nuwan on nrJ

-DMINR 5P NMININN2 DM DIT DR D90 B NNt

WA N ANHIA ANAY P By IRIpn e ;‘28’
RPN N3O INIW 103 NN NP N¥YN ,ANIPR TR NN PNY nyn aTN
DARL MIVN 1120 YW YMYYN DO T 9Y (o Ty 2nn oop )

aR1 ;709370 YV NV BRI DITADHHY 1M%1 DRI NRY ;TR 0ON VM

JOR 931 .0MTN1RN YIMNN MO IR PNy Dy mannwnn Y

OR NIY7 W20 RO MITA DTN MK YYD oM DYEw XYW DT

SN DTRAY J0T Y99 ,ARIPN NN NHnn KYR NRT PR - 200 DT DMINRA

APRXY NIVN HY A DY, NIV 12T DRY DWWIN NY "MANn” nwnan

MM ,ARIPN NN DR DXYR PYOY DTRN YY1 ,NTImA MYV It MM N
Jvan nava

IR HRIVY AR SNAD 1IN WD TOPA YRR TORIY NN DR 138N

NRY MAY 250 ,27awY IRY ,0TT01 IR 2093 NDvY JRM 1YY

20 37 M 0%y M) PINN I ,"IMM NR WA - YRR NNNY 1Y

PPN DY 252 RYR ,UTIPR MY IMY RYY L4 7y TR 1OND 2noma XN ) M

TN NNYN2 NPV LNRIPH DR 1Y TN DTRAY 0T SYY MR .10 1Y
MTIPD M0 W Moty 9190 R moyna

~ 1l
Ly

o\

Even if we see that our friend seems to have it all, that is usually
because we are not aware of all of his challenges. The Kotzker Rebbe
used to say that if every person would place his peckel — his bundle
of problems — on the table, each one would choose his over the rest.

Furthermore, when we feel jealous of others, we should ask our-
selves: Are we prepared to change places with the person we are
Jjealous of and live his life? Do we want to switch personalities as
well? We all possess and offer the world our own unique gifts, and
we should never be willing to give those up! -
%The very feeling of jealousy implies a complaint against Hashem,
for the person is essentially protesting Hashem’s conduct in hav-
ing granted a particular gift to someone else and not to him. To
avoid falling into the trap of envy, we have to reinforce our belief
that whatever Hashem does is for the good (Berachos 60b). We also
have to remind ourselves that every person has a unique role in this
world, and therefore every person’s life circumstances are diff@.

7= Each person was put into this world to serve Hashem with what
he has, and with what he does not have. We have to recognize that
everything we have, both blessings and challenges, constitute o?r\
God-given Iot, and what our friends have is their lot. With this atti-
tude, there is no room for jealousy.

19°5%Mm _anan )

Q) _)6; g 136
23 M neamb mown onw MBwoa 1 by van nf'y;-'
ANRIY P IR W% 02nn ooham anTayb oobs nMna Py ek ap
DRMAY W2 7N s ko yen om JATiaya WwhnY obvaonn mmn
% v K2 1A% wnw 3 mspusw MM Jbwb Kby Man mmy";d——
vk YT 34y aMay unw nb P72y mbsn 5o 15 b5y nbyind |

nnb e % PR XY aaba o

e G P et N



ﬂlé) 282 / RAV WOLBE ON CHUMASH

Moshe: (1) he had a philosophy; (2) he even had “prf)of” that he was
right; yet (3) it was all rooted in a negative trait — jealousy. .

The same three factors often compel us to act, as well. We might
have ideas and ideals, and we might even have proof that we are
following the correct path, but we must always realize that th.ese
ideas or actions are borne of our character traits. Before :i\ctmg,
and certainly before taking drastic measures, we should take time to
think about the real impetus for our thoughts and deeds. If they are
ooted in positive traits — kindness, compassion, and so on — theq
we know we are truly on the right path. However, if we suspect tbat
they might be rooted in negative traits — jealousy, ha.tred, craving
for honor, and the like — then we are better off admitting our faults

fraining from acting upon them.
n?S;neiurei Cghumash, Parashas Korach 16:7; Alei Shur, Vol. 1,
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‘When we start feeling jealous of another spiritual’s accomplish-
ments, we need to try to rise above the negative feelings of “He 1s
. sp much better than me” to a healthy and positive outlook of “How
CHam tanidoC beautiful are his ways!” For example, if you see your friend learn-
- Don’t Compare ing Torah diligently and you feel envious of that, rather than feel-
ing hurt and angry at his success, push yourself to regard him with
admiration and say to yourself, “What he is doing is very special,
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i;ﬂm{. alse kinas sofrim, in which a person feels despair over the fact
AL that his friend is better than he is, is extremely damaging to a

ben Torah’s success in avodas Hashem. In fact, this form of jealousy is and Lean learn from his example. = .leam e — le,'” i Sl.wh SHiUBInE, i can'app'l Y
. more dangerous than all other forms of jealousy, since it causes the fiie PrtEip 'le of . Tl i Extef't{al dorionts L
person to feel bad about himself and deeply inferior, While beine A zfz'ternal L by e noble and rising ab'ovlc petty
Jealous of someone else’s wealth is painful, the person still under- thoughts of jesfousy, svorwill dlfimatelysucoskd di dppreciaing M
stands that money does not define his value and he therefore still good deeds of others without sucoumbing to ushealthy jealousy:
retains his self-esteem. But when a person is jealous of someone ¢ A person’s main defense against unhealthy kinas soffim 1s his rec-
_J else’s spiritual achievements, he may feel inadequate to the core and ognition of his own value and purpose; as long as he appreciates his
utterly despondent. own inherent worth and does not measure himself against the suc-
% How do we overcome this type of crippling jealousy? By learning cess of his friend, he Will_have no reason to be jealous. He needs to
not to compare ourselves to others. E stay focused on his relationship to Hashem and his unique avodah,
Every person has different challenges in his life journey. Our rather than constantly look around at what others are doing. “

Sages teach (Avos 2:4): inipnY yany T 720 N8 PR 58, Do not
Judge your friend until you reach his place. Just as we understand that 1~ Emul Not Imi
we cannot judge others or look down at them because of our success, & e R e
Z‘; ,t;t:;,szfc ::sl_lr{)(()/’thji?ed\ii E}l:(r)sellgts or D(lil_t ?lirdﬁelVeS d(?wn‘ becaus!e. n order to experience true and constructive kinas sofrim, a person

. uld never discredit or belittle another £ has to know that we are not meant to simply imitate other peo-
(/ person’s success, we still need to understand that every person 1J o o,

: le’s avodas Hashem or mindlessly copy their good deeds. Rather
different and not berate ourselves because others seem to be spiritu b sk LI . 3

ally superior. _ — we are meant to lezjlrn from the posiFive middah that underpins their
Furthermore, we have to remember that life is not a competition bshavmr. Lo oy, “I\{I,y frlenc? L zE HoHd d il ;
over who is working harder or who is more accomplished. We are wldal ey h.ours - dz-ly. Wi acy Sppresrae foc hip e
» measured against ourselves, not against others. may not be appropriate for him! Rather, .the point is that he s.houl.d
~ The job of every person is to grow in accordance with his G-d- learn .frm’n hl.S friend’s exar?1plc and tell blmself,-“!ust as Hly-ﬁ'lc,l,ld is
given abilities, regardless of what his friend is doing. If seeing his ¢ growingin his Torah learning, I_’ too, will grow in my learning. _HC
{riend’s success will help him pinpoint his own shortcomings and HEs 0e rca.d‘y for fen hours just yet, F)ut h_e cant _w_ork on learning
spur him to improve, that is wonderful, and falls into the category with greater diligence, in accordance with his abilitis.
of kinas sofrim, A person who thinks this way fulfills the Sages’ teaching (Avos

4:1): o Yan mivn nan R, Who is wise? He who learns from every
person. We have the ability to learn from every person without imi-
tating exactly what they do. For instance, if a person sees a talmid
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Ho
chacham who learns Torah every moment of the day without inter-
ruption, and he himself is not able to do that at this point, he can
nevertheless learn from that talmid chacham to apply himself to his
Torah learning on his present level. Similarly, if he sees a person
who does not learn all day but is careful to learn ‘without interrup-
tion during the short time he does devote to learning, he can learn
from him to improve his focus during his hours of Torah study.
N [n all areas of avodas Hashem, the idea is to learn from others and
chwlate them, not imitate them. Let’s say a person sees that his
friend 1s outstanding in the middah of chessed and devotes all of his
time to helping others. He should not seck to copy his friend by
doing exactly what he doces; rather, he should learn from him to

2 grow in the middah of chessed, according to his capabilities and cir- %
cumstances. Each person has his unique role in this world, as we dis-
cussed in the previous section, and has to grow along his own path,
in accordance with his personality, abilities, and life circumstances.

~JRemember, the world does not need another him; the world needs
a better you!
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