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CONGREGATION

The Seriousness of Shemitah SCHARA TEEDECK

1. Vayikra 25:2-7
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When you enter the land | am giving you, the land shall halt, a Sabbath for G-d. For six years you shall plant your
field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard, and you shall gather its produce. And in the seventh year, there
will be a Sabbath of Sabbaths for the land, a Sabbath for G-d. You shall neither plant your field nor prune your vine.
The wild growth of your harvest you shall not reap, and the grapes of your unworked vine you shall not collect; it shall
be a Sabbatical year for the land. And the Sabbath of the land will be for you to eat - for you, your male and female
servant, your hired hand and your settler who lives with you. And for your animal and for the beast in your land shall
be all of the produce, to eat.

2. Vayikra 26:33-35
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And you | shall scatter among the nations, and | will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land shall be in ruins
and your cities shall be destroyed. Then the land shall enjoy her Sabbaths, all the days of ruin, and you shall be in the
land of your enemies. Then the land will be destroyed, and she will enjoy her Sabbaths. All the days of ruin she shall

halt, as she did not halt on your Sabbaths, when you dwelled upon her.

3. Talmud, Kiddushin 20a-b
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See how harsh is the ‘powder’ of shemitah! One who trades in shemitah produce will sell his movable items in the
end... He won't realize it, and he will sell his fields in the end... It will not suffice until he sells his home... It will not
suffice until he sells his daughter... It will not suffice until he borrows for interest... It will not suffice until he sells
himself... And not to you but to a stranger, as it says, “to a stranger,” and not to a full convert but to a ger foshav as it
says “to a ger toshav.” “The family of a stranger” — an idolater. And when it says “to the root [of the family of a
stranger],” it means one who is sold to idolatry itself! [But] Abbaye replied: There the text brings him back... It says,
“After he is sold, he shall be redeemed, one of his brothers shall redeem him.”

Approach 1: Improve our Character

4. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch (19t century Germany), Horeb 301

In externals, too, Israel was supposed to be a people among peoples. For this purpose, Gd gave Israel its own place
on the earth for its own special tasks. In order, however, that Israel’s land, intended for the realization of Israel’s task,
should not, through the sin of pride of possession, become the cause of Israel’s downfall, Gd ordained shemitah,
yovel, bikkurim, terumah, maaser and challah in conjunction with Israel’s own soil. Shemitah and yove/ affirm Gd as
Owner by right of all property; they also, through the prohibition of work on the land, express for the Holy Land the
lesson which Shabbat conveys in connection with lordship of the earth.

5. Anonymous (13t century Spain), Sefer haChinuch, Mitzvah 84
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Another benefit found in the matter is to acquire, with this, the trait of generosity; there is no one as generous as a
person who gives without hope for reciprocation.



6. Rabbi Isaac Arama (15 century Spain), Akeidat Yitzchak, Parshat B’har, Shaar 69
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For in the cycle of seven years of working, the seventh being a sabbath year, He stirs our hearts and sounds in our

ears that we were not sent here to be slaves, sold to the soil, but for quite a different and lofty purpose... The point is

that entering the land was not for the purpose of becoming slaves to it, working the soil to derive benefit from it and

store its fruit, gathered by the handful...

7. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook (20™ century Israel), Shabbat Ha'Aretz, Introduction
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That which Shabbat accomplishes for each individual, shemitah accomplishes for the nation as a whole... And if that
brutality which must accompany the structure of on-going communal life reduces the gentle character of ethical life...
then halting the social order in specific ways, from time to time, brings this nation — when it is established on its
foundation — to powerful elevation to the heights of the inner traits of ethical, spiritual life...

Approach 2: Benefit the World

8. Rambam (12t century Egypt), Moreh haNevuchim 3:39
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In truth, all of the mitzvot we enumerated in the laws of shemitah and yovel, some of them are merciful upon people

and create opportunities for all people, as it is written, ‘And the poor of your nation will eat, efc.,” and help the land

increase its production and become stronger when it lies fallow, and some of the mitzvot are to help the avadim and

the poor...

9. Rabbi Shmuel of Sochachov (19-20t century Poland), Shem miShmuel to Vayikra 25:2
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It must be said that assigning the land of Israel to Israel is like Creation in general; i.e., the land was given to them
only for seven years, to work it; and then He gives it again, for another seven years, to be worked and cared for.
Therefore on the seventh year the land reverts to the Gd who gave it, and all who eat of its fruits partake from [His]
lofty table... Therefore the introduction, "When you enter the land that | assign you," is in the present tense... to
indicate that the act of giving you the land is continuous, not once for all time.

Approach 3: Improve our Relationship with Hashem
10. Talmud, Sanhedrin 39a

LR 90 PRI WINW 7 ,VAW WIAWTM W WO HRIWY 7"apn R
Gd said to the Jewish people: Plant for six years and leave the field fallow in the seventh, so that you will know that
the world is Mine.

11. Anonymous (13 century Spain), Sefer haChinuch, Mitzvah 84
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Among the roots of this mitzvah is to establish in our hearts and to create a strong image in our thoughts regarding the
creation of the world, for Gd created Heaven and Earth in six days, and on the seventh He did not create, and He
wrote that He rested...



Another benefit is found in that a person increases his trust in Gd. Anyone who finds it in his heart to give and
abandon to the world all of the year’s produce of his lands and of his ancestral portion, and who is trained in that,
him and his family, for all his days, will never be gripped by the trait of miserliness, or lack of faith.

Approach 4: The Ultimate Social Mitzvah

12. Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik (19-20t century Lithuania), cited in Reshimot Shiurim to Bava Kama 36b
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Rav Chaim zt| distinguished between two biblical passages which command regarding tzedakah — one in Parshat

Reeh (Devarim 15:7-11)... and a second in Parshat Behar (Vayikra 25:35)... And Rav Chaim zt”| explained that these

two portions express two different obligations. The individual’s duty in the mitzvah of tzedakah is learned from the

portion in Reeh... But in Parshat Behar, “And you shall hold on to him, the stranger, the settler, and he shall live with

you,” speaks of a communal obligation...

13. Rabbi Chaim Zuckerman (20" century Israel), Otzar Chaim, Parshat Behar
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It once happened with Rabbi Shlomo haKohen of Radomsk that the price of wheat rose and rose, and the price was
so elevated that a se‘@h of wheat cost ten rubles, twelve rubles and more. The great and powerful wheat merchants
among Rabbi Shlomo's followers — not only did they invest all of their wealth in purchasing wheat, but they borrowed
from their friends all they could grasp in order to invest it in this merchandise which had become such a hot
commodity from one day fo the next.
Not long passed, and merchant ships brought grain from afar, and the rotating wheel of prices turned. It fell to the
lowest level. The mighty merchants saw their painful plight, gathered and approached their Rebbe. “Have mercy on
us, Rebbe, pray for us that the price of wheat should recover, so that we will not be cleaned out and debt-ridden from
this investment!”
The Rebbe of Radomsk replied, "Know, my masters, that we do not daven regarding food that becomes cheap We
don't ask Hashem to stop sending us great kindness!"
To which they said, "Our master, if the price of wheat does not return to its heights, we will be cleaned out of all of
our assets and the assets of our friends, and what will happen to use"
“My children,” Rabbi Shlomo responded, "Don't worry. The One who took care of the poor when grain was
expensive, will take care of you now when grain is cheap."

14. Vayikra 25:20

"What will we eat in the seventh year? We will not plant, and we will not harvest our produce!"

15. Midrash, Mechilta dRabbi Yishmael Parshat Mishpatim, Masechta d'Kaspa 20
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"And on the seventh, you shall release it and abandon it (Shemot 23:11)" — Why did the Torah say this, if not for

paupers to eat it2 | will bring in the produce and distribute it to the needy! Therefore the verse says, "And on the

seventh, you shall release it and abandon it." This fells us to break holes in the fences, but the sages fenced it in to

improve the world.



