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Haggadah Thoughts:
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This miracle of kesav vehamichtav is most evident on the Seder night. A key directive in the
Haggadah is the statement, In every generation, one is obligated to see himself as if he personally left
Egypt: How can we relive an event that happened 3,500
tradition that unites us with previous generations and en
ously with them.

Recounting yetzias Mitzrayim is not merely telling a story. The imperative of and you shall tell

years ago? Through Torah shebe’al peh, a
ables us to experience events simultane-

your son (13:8) has a deeper meaning, It means that the son should be the sefer upon which the
father writes. The foremost task of a father is to be a sofer, to transform his son into a book upon
which he writes indelibly, a book that will survive him and be imparted to succeeding generations.

The appellation “the people of the book” does not signify a nation that reads books: it is a na-

tion whose very being is a book. The mitzvah of sippur yetzias Mitzrayim means inscribing one’s
entire religious consciousness upon the next generation until that generation is ready to perform
the same task of sippur at the Seder table with their own children. (Derashot Harav, pp. 141-148)
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“Thé Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the
Persian rose, filled the planet with sound
and splendor, then faded to dream-stuff
and passed away; the Greek and the
Roman followed, and made a vast noise,
and they are gone; other peoples have
sprung up and held their torch high for a
time, but it burned out, and they sit in twi-
light now, or have vanished. The Jew saw
them all, beat them all, and is now what he
always was.... All things are mortal but the
Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains.

What is the secret of his immortality?”
(Mark Twain)
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In Kiel, Germany, in 1932, Rabbi Dr. Akiva Posner and his wife, Rachel, lit
the menorah and placed it on their window sill. Directly across the street

was a Nazi flag.

The poignancy of the juxtaposition didn’t escape Rachel Posner. She took a
photograph of the menorah and the swastika. On its back, she scribbled in
German,  ‘Death to Judah’ so the flag says, ‘Judah will live forever,” so the

light answers.”



