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Shemuel, Week 120: 24:1-4 — David and Shaul in a Cave at Ein Gedi S

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Outline of Chapter 24

24:1-2 Shaul pursues Dovid in Ein Gedi

24:3-4 Dovid’s men goad him, and he cuts Shaul’s cloak

24:5-7 Dovid regrets his actions and rebukes his men

24:8-15 Dovid appeals to Shaul, pointing out that he spared Shaul

24:16-22 Shaul acknowledges Dovid will be king; Dovid swears to spare his family

Dovid’s Mindset
1. Midrash Tehillim 18:7
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Why did David praise with [the image of] a se/a? For the miracle performed for him at a sefo, as in Shemuel | 23:26...
“For he rushed to go” — When David saw that Shaul’s hand had closed in on him, he said, “Shemuel anointed me for
nothing, and he said to me, ‘Gd has anointed you,” where is his anointing and where is his promise2” Thus Tehillim
116:11 says, “l said when | rushed: All men lie.” Gd said to him: You call Shemuel a liar2 | have testified that he is
credible, as Shemuel | 3:20 says, “And all Israel knew... that Shemuel was a credible prophet of Gd.” Immediately, a
malach came to Shaul...

2. Tehillim 57:1
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For the conductor, af tashchet a michtam, when he fled from Shaul in the cave.

3. Radak to Tehillim 57:1
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These three adjacent psalms begin with “A/ tashchef'. These psalms are about David with Shaul. Perhaps this is why

they begin A/ tashchet, meaning, a prayer to Gd not to destroy [David] in the hand of Shaul...

4. Tehillim 142:1-2, 142:8
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A maskil for David, a prayer when he was in the cave. My voice, to Gd | cry out! My voice, to Gd | plead... Take my
soul out from imprisonment to give thanks to Your Name...

5. Midrash Tehillim 142:2
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Why does it say “my voice” twice? Also, 57:2 says, “Show me favour, Gd, show me favour” — why twice? But thus

David said: Show me favour that | not fall into his hand, and show me favour that he not fall into my hand. And so “My

voice, to Gd | cry out” that | not fall into his hand, and “My voice, to Gd | plead” that he not fall into my hand.

6. Ralbag to Shemuel | 24:2
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It mentioned this because David, even though he saw the benevolent hand of Gd upon him, did not expose himself to
danger. Rather, he hid himself in places where he would be most likely to be concealed.
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24:1-2 Shaul pursues Dovid in Ein Gedi
7. Map of Chevron/Ein Gedi, from Google Maps
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24:3-4 Shaul pursues Dovid in Ein Gedi

8. Malbim to Shemuel | 24:2
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Above he did not choose 3000 men from the army, for he wished to hide [his intent], that they should think he was
going to war with the Philistines and not to pursue David.

9. 3000 Shoftim 15:11

24:3-4 Dovid’s men goad him, and he cuts Shaul’s cloak

10. Malbim to Shemuel | 24:2
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There were tall boulders, especially suited for mountain goats due to their nature, in the wilderness of Ein Gedi, as in

Tehillim 104:18, “Tall mountains for mountain goats.” Shaul thought David and his men would certainly hide there.

David, in his great wisdom, understood that Shaul would seek him upon the great boulders, and it would never dawn

on Shaul that David was staying near the road. Therefore, [David] stayed with his men in a cave by the public road,

understanding that Shaul would never turn his heart to seek him there.

11.Prof. Amos Chacham, 92712 717 D@ nwess
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Thus we see that in addition to the mortal danger that Shaul was in, Shaul was also in danger of great disgrace, if

David were to turn to him at that moment. But just as David did not want to kill Shaul, so he was careful not to shame

him. Therefore he did not call to him or appear before him until Shaul left the cave.

12.Talmud, Berachot 62b
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“And he said to kill you, and she had mercy on you” — “And he said”2 It should say “And | said”! “And she had mercy”?
It should say “And | had mercy”! Rabbi Elazar said: David said to Shaul: From the Torah, you are liable for death, for
you are a pursuer and the Torah says, “If someone comes to kill you, rise early to kill him.” But your tzniut had mercy
upon you. What is that? As it says...

13. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 2:4
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He saw that [Shaul] lowered the garment and lifted the garment, and he said, “Cursed is the one who touches this
fzanua person”...

14.Talmud, Megilah 13b
LINDR 137 NRE™Y 7107 2IRWA 12 7370w MIPPIX 0w IR 33an RE™Y 03T PR3 72 80w DI Towa "(Tﬂb APR) VIV PUTEA YN X"
I ROW 797 9997 - "R KT M P22 0" 22097 1M LA I N0R PRAAR XDOIM RAW' TINK ...29M02 12 70T MY R
927 AR 22057 PRIRWA ANPT DIWOIR 321 IR 7307 KX N7 72000 LROWS TV VT T RY LARDY D0 770nw 1900 TN ROR 2R R
ANDX 1177 NRYM 797 " HRIAW AR WK 19 TAT KD 797907
“He will not ‘reduce’ from the righteous His eyes” — As reward for Rachel’s privacy, she merited to produce Shaul. As
reward for Shaul’s privacy, he merited to produce Esther. What was Rachel’s privacy?... Rachel said, ‘My sister will be
shamed!” She gave the cues to her sister. Thus Bereishit 29:25 says, “And in the morning, she was Leah” — Was she
not Leah until now? But because of the cues Rachel gave to Leah, he did not know until now. Therefore she merited that
Shaul came from her. And what was Shaul’s privacy? As it says, “And the matter of the monarchy he did not fell him
that which Shemuel had said,” and he merited and Esther came from him.

15. Talmud Yerushalmi, Succah 5:4
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They said of the house of Shaul that neither their heel nor their big toe was ever seen, as in Shemuel | 24:3 — “And he

came to the ‘fences of the sheep’ along the road, and there was a cave.” Rabbi Avun cited Rabbi Lazer: It was a fence

within a fence...



