God Save the King: The Mixed Blessings of Royalty

1. Shmuel |, Chapter 8
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1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made
his sons judges over Israel.

2 Now the name of his first-born was Joel; and the name of
his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beer-sheba.

3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after
lucre, and took bribes, and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together,
and came to Samuel unto Ramah.

5 And they said unto him: 'Behold, thou art old, and thy sons
walk not in thy ways; now make us a king to judge us like all
the nations.'

6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said: 'Give us a
king to judge us.' And Samuel prayed unto the LORD.

7 And the LORD said unto Samuel: 'Hearken unto the voice of
the people in all that they say unto thee; for they have not
rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that | should not be
king over them.

8 According to all the works which they have done since the
day that | brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, in
that they have forsaken Me, and served other gods, so do
they also unto thee.

9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice; howbeit thou shalt
earnestly forewarn them, and shalt declare unto them the
manner of the king that shall reign over them.'

10 And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the
people that asked of him a king.

11 And he said: 'This will be the manner of the king that shall
reign over you: he will take your sons, and appoint them unto
him, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and they shall
run before his chariots.

12 And he will appoint them unto him for captains of
thousands, and captains of fifties; and to plow his ground,
and to reap his harvest, and to make his instruments of war,
and the instruments of his chariots.

13 And he will take your daughters to be perfumers, and to
be cooks, and to be bakers.

14 And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your
oliveyards, even the best of them, and give them to his
servants.

15 And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your
vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his servants.
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2. Bereishit 17:6

16 And he will take your men-servants, and your maid-
servants, and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and
put them to his work.

17 He will take the tenth of your flocks; and ye shall be his
servants.

18 And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king whom
ye shall have chosen you; and the LORD will not answer you
in that day.'

19 But the people refused to hearken unto the voice of
Samuel; and they said: 'Nay; but there shall be a king over us;

20 that we also may be like all the nations; and that our king
may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.'

21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he
spoke them in the ears of the LORD.

22 And the LORD said to Samuel: 'Hearken unto their voice,
and make them a king.' And Samuel said unto the men of
Israel: 'Go ye every man unto his city.'

TRDN ,TNY TRND TN ONIOM I 6 And | will make thee exceeding fruitful, and | will make nations
ANY) “IDD DM ; 0’137 of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.

3. Bereishit 35:10-11
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4. Devarim 17:14-20
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10 And God said unto him: 'Thy name is Jacob: thy name
shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy
name'; and He called his name Israel.

11 And God said unto him: 'l am God Almighty. Be fruitful
and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of
thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins;

14 When thou art come unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein; and shalt say: 'l will
set a king over me, like all the nations that are round about me’;

15 thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the LORD thy
God shall choose; one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over
thee; thou mayest not put a foreigner over thee, who is not thy brother.

16 Only he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to
return to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply horses; forasmuch as
the LORD hath said unto you: 'Ye shall henceforth return no more that
way.'

17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not
away; neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.
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5. Sanhedrin 20b

18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that
he shall write him a copy of this law in a book, out of that which is
before the priests the Levites.

19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his
life; that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of
this law and these statutes, to do them;

20 that his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn
not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left; to
the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his
children, in the midst of Israel.
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It has been taught: R. Eliezer said: The elders of the generation made a fit request, as it is written, Give us a king to
judge us. But the am ha-arez acted unworthily, at it is written, That we also may be like all the nations and that our

king may judge us and go before us.

6. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 1:2
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Since it is a mitzvah to appoint a king, why was God displeased with the people's request of a king from Samuel?
Because they made their request in a spirit of complaint. Rather than seeking to fulfill the mitzvah of appointing a
king, they were simply intent on rejecting the Prophet Samuel as implied by God's reply to him (I Samuel 8:7): 'It is

not you, but Me they have rejected.’

7. Rav Moshe Avigdor Amiel, Ezer el Ami, 130
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8. Sanhedrin 20b
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Thus R. Judah said: Three commandments were given to Israel when they entered the land: [i] to appoint a king, [ii]

to cut off the seed of Amalek, and [iii] to build themselves the chosen house. While R. Nehorail8 said: This section
was spoken only in anticipation of their future murmurings, as it is written, And shalt say, | will set a king over me etc

9. Abarbanel, Shmuel 1, Chapter 8
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10. Yishayahu 33:22

MM 5 NIPPHN MM ,NVOY MIN? 7D 2D 22 For the LORD is our Judge, the LORD is our Lawgiver, the
YYD NIN 1290 LORD is our King; He will save us.

11. Abarbanel, Shmuel 1, Chapter 8
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/Deuteronomy.33.29
/Psalms.3.9

12. Rav Chaim Hirschenson, Malki Bakodesh, Part I, p. 16 — Foreword
In these days of democracy when kings are toppling from their thrones and monarchy rightly seems to be
doomed, when war is being waged against autocratic powers to make the world safe for democracy, how
is it possible for us to consider the setting up of a hereditary king to reign over us in Palestine as Jewish
tradition demands?... There is a definite relation between the commandments of appointing a King and
the eradication of Amalek, and the Building of the Temple for sacrificial offerings. The King was needed to
accomplish the destruction of Amalek. After completing this task, his next duty was to build the Temple for
sacrifices. Moreover, the King had to be appointed only through a Prophet.

13. Edward Gibbon, History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Book 1, Chapter 7

OF the various forms of government which have prevailed in the
world, an hereditary monarchy seems to present the fairest scope
for ridicule. Is it possible to relate, without an indignant smile,
that, on the father’s decease, the property of a nation, like that
of a drove of oxen, descends to his infant son, as yet unknown
to mankind and to himself; and that the bravest warriors and
the wisest statesmen, relinquishing their natural right to empire,
a.?pmg.ch the royal cradle with bended knees and protestations
of inviolable fidelity? Satire and declamation may paint these
obvious topics in the most dazzling colours, but our more serious
thoughts will respect a useful prejudice, that establishes a rule of
succession, independent of the passions of mankind; and we shall
cheerfully acquiesce in any expedient which deprives the multi-
tude of the dangerous, and indeed the ideal, power of giving
themselves a master. :

14. John Adams, Letter to Thomas Jefferson

In the cool shade of retirement, we may easily devise imaginary
forms of government, in which the sceptre shall be constantly
bestowed on the most worthy, by the free and incorrupt suf-
frage of the whole community. Experience overturns these airy

* fabrics, and teaches us that, in a large society, the election

of a monarch can never devolve to the wisest, or to the most
numerous, part of the people. The army is the only order of
men sufficiently united to concur in the same sentiments, and
powerful enough to impose them on the rest of their fellow-
citizens: but the temper of soldiers, habituated at once to
violence and to slavery, renders them very unfit guardians of a
legal, or even a civil, constitution. Justice, humanity, or
political wisdom, are qualities they are too little acquainted
with in themselves, to a Ereciate them in others. Valour will
acquire their esteem, iberality will purchase their suffrage;

but the first of these merits is often lodged in the most savage
breasts; the latter can only exert itself at the expense of the
public; and both may be turned against the possessor of the
throne, by the ambition of a daring nival.

15. H. L. Mencken — The Hallmarks of an American




16. James Russell Lowell (letters of James Russell Lowell, 179)

17.

18.

19.

20.

What fills me with doubt and dismay is the degradation of the moral tone. Is it or is it not a result of
democracy? Is ours a “government of the people by the people for the people,” or a Kakistocracy rather,
for the benefit of knaves at the cost of fools? Democracy is, after all, nothing more than an experiment
like another, and | know of only one way of judging it — by its results. Democracy in itself is no more sacred
than monarchy. It is man who is sacred; it is his duties and opportunities, not his rights, that nowadays
needs reinforcement. It is honor, justice, culture, that make liberty invaluable, else worse than worthless if
it means only freedom to be base and brutal...”

Winston Churchill
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Speedily cause the scion of David Your servant to
sprout forth.

Brachot 34b
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R. Isaac b. Nahmani said: It was explained to me by R. Joshua b. Levi that an ordinary person does as we have
mentioned; a high priest bows at the beginning of each blessing; and a king, once he has knelt down, does not rise
again [until the end of the Tefillah], as it says: And it was so that when Solomon had made an end of praying, ... he
arose from before the Altar of the Lord, from kneeling on his knees.
Rav Yigal Ariel, Oz Melech, 38
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21. Kli Yakar, Devarim 17:15
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23. Rav Shlomo Aviner, Nesichei Adam
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