Midas, the Mishkan,
& Chet HaEgel

Atara Kelman
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SHEMOT 20:20
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With Me, therefore, you shall not make any

oods of silver, nor shall you make for
yourselves any gods of gold.



SHEMOT 25:18-20

Make two cherubim of gold—make them of
hammered work—at the two ends of the
cover.

Make one cherub at one end and the other
cherub at the other end; of one piece
with the cover shall you make the
cherubim at its two ends.

The cherubim shall have their wings spread
out above, shielding the cover with their
wings. They shall confront each other, the
faces of the cherubim being turned toward
the cover.
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SHEMOT 32

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down
from the mountain, the people gathered against Aaron and
said to him, “Come, make us a god who shall go before us,
for that man Moses, who brought us from the land of Egypt—
we do not know what has happened to him.”

Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears
of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them
to me.”

And all the people took off the gold rings that were in their ears
and brought them to Aaron.

This he took from them and cast in a mold,® and made it into a
molten calf. And they exclaimed, “This is your god,® O
[srael, who brought you out of the land of Egypt!”

When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron
announced: “Tomorrow shall be a festival of the LORD!”

Early next day, the people offered up burnt offerings and
brought sacrifices of well-being; they sat down to eat and drink,
and then rose to dance.
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Abarbanel 25,

In regards to the kerubvim that God
commanded them to make on the
kaporet, it seems that this would be a
violation of "don't make for yourself an
idol or any image that is in the heavens
above or on the earth below." How
could he command them to do what he
has prohibited them against?

Question #2
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Eikha Rabba Pesikta 9
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Rabbi Yitzchak taught:...

They entered to the Holy of Holiness
and found there two keruvim. They
took them and put them on a box and
they would bring it through Jerusalem
and say: didn't you say this nation
doesn't worship idolatry! Look what we
found and what they are
worshipping!...



RESOLUTION #1:

COMMANDEDNESS




KUZARITY

Their sin was in the image that was
prohibited to them.. That they treated
something with Divine essence to
something they fashioned out of their
own will without a command from God
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RASHI SHEMOT 21
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- GODS OF SILVER — This statement is intended to lay down a proh1b1t10n regardmg the
Cherubim which you will make to stand with Me — that they shall not be made of silver, for if you
make any alteration in them by making them of silver and not of gold they will be before me

(regarded by Me) as idols.

- AND GODS OF GOLD - This statement is intended to lay down a prohibition that one may not
add to the number of two Cherubim which are prescribed: for if you make four they will be
regarded by Me as gods of gold.

- YE SHALLNOT MAKE FOR YOURSELVES — Ye shall not say: Behold I will make Cherubim in
the Synagogues and the Houses of Study of the same kind as [ make in the House of Eternity (a
term for the Temple at Jerusalem); on this account it states: “ye shall not make for yourselves”

(Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 20:20:2).




RESOLUTION #2: PURPOSE




CHIZKUNI SHEMOT 25:18

...even though the Torah in the second of the Ten Commandments
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sacrifice, further circumcision, and yibum and not wearing shatnez
but having tzizit.
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ABARBANEL
SHEMOT 25 And from this know that the creation of the

Keruvim didn't violate the prohibition of "don't
fashion an idol or any image" since there it was
prohibited for them to create an idol or image
to worship as a god, or as an intermediary
between them and their gods, as it says: "don't
bow to them and don't worship them."
However, the kruvim did not have this

purpose .



RESOLUTION #3: SYMBOLISM




CHIZKUNI 25:2
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They were facing each other - these details
prove that they weren't created as an image
to worship. How so! If there was only one
of them, or one faced the nation and one
faced the other, there would be an opening
to say that they were created as a deity.
Now, since they both face each other and
face the and face the covering of the ark
where the Shekhinah and the Torah are;
and since it wasn't seen by anyone other
than the High Priest four times on one day
a year, it is known that it is only imitative of
servants as it says, Serafim stand above.



ABARBANEL

And he commanded two Keruvim to
show their plurality. For if there was
only one, viewers might think it is the
shape of the First Cause.

The kruvim had their wings spread out
upwards to show that their goodness,
reality, and their effect, comes from

above, that is to say, from their Cause...
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SHEMOT 25:22

There 1 will meet with you, and I will "2 P57 S¥n AR CAN2T) DY 7 CRTYIN
impart to you—from above the cover, WRTD DR NTVT IRV WK 2007090 1y
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on top of the Ark of the Pact—all that I

will command you concerning the
[sraelite people.



EIN MUKDAM U'MEUCHAR

Rashi - not
restricted to

chronological
presentation

Ramban -
chronological
presentation
unless evidence
otherwise
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Yalta said to Rav Nahman: Now for any item that the Merciful One prohibited to us, He
1 O 9 B permitted to us a similar item. He prohibited to us blood, yet He permitted to us liver.
Likewise, God prohibited a menstruating woman, but permitted the blood of purity.

The Torah prohibits forbidden fat of a domesticated animal, but permitted the fat of an
undomesticated animal. It is prohibited to eat pork, but one may eat the brain of a shibuta
fish. One may not eat giruta, a non-kosher fish, but one may eat the tongue of a fish.

Likewise, the Torah prohibits sexual intercourse with the wife of another man but permitted
one to marry a divorced woman in her previous husband’s lifetime. The Torah prohibits
one’s brother’s wife, and yet it permits his yevama. The Torah prohibits a gentile woman
but permitted one to marry a beautiful woman who is a prisoner of war.

Yalta concluded: The Torah prohibits the consumption of meat cooked in milk; I wish to eat
a dish that tastes like meat cooked in milk. Upon hearing this, Rav Nahman said to his
cooks: Roast udders on a spit for her.




THANK YOU!




