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Shemuel, Week 146: 28:20-25 — The Aftermath T
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An old point
1. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah Emor 26:7
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Shaul died for five sins:
e “And Shaul died for his trespass, trespassing against Gd” killing Nov, city of Kohanim, and sparing Agag, king of
Amalek.
e “And for the word of Gd, which he did not keep” not listening to Shemuel, who told him, “Wait seven days, until |
come to you,” and he did not do so.
¢ “And he also asked of an ov, to seek” — he asked of an ov.
e “And he did not seek Hashem, and He killed him” — “And Shaul told the kohen: Gather in your hands.”

Why will Shaul die in battle?
2. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 28:18
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It did not mention killing Nov, city of the kohanim, according to the commentators, because [the people of Nov] were
from the descendants of Eli and they were meant to die. | disagree, for even though they were from Eli’s descendants,
Shaul was not allowed to kill them, and Gd did not decree that he do it, and Shaul did not kill them for that reason but
because they accepted Dovid. If so, how could we not ascribe sin to him in this2 And in Midrash Tanchuma (Emor):
“Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin cited Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi: This teaches that Gd showed Moshe each generation and
its kings, and He showed him Shaul and his sons fallen by the sword. He said, “Master of the Universe! Shall the first
king to stand before You be stabbed by the sword2” He replied, “Moshe! To whom do you ask this2 ‘Speak to the
kohanim, sons of Aharon, etc.”” “That righteous one was killed for five sins: For killing Nov, city of Kohanim, and sparing
Agag, king of Amalek, and for not waiting for Shemuel to come to Gilgal, and for inquiring of an ov, and for not seeking
Hashem.” See, as the first of the sins for which Shaul was killed they mentioned the matter of the kohanim.
| think that Shaul sinned in three matters:

(1) He did not listen and did not observe the words of Gd in Gilgal, and for this he was punished that his reign did
not continue after him.

(2) He did not act on His anger at Amalek, when he had mercy on Agag and swooped down upon the spoils, and
for this he was punished that his life was abbreviated and David was anointed as king over Israel while he lived,
which was a very severe punishment.

(3) He killed Nov, city of the kohanim, and for this he was punished that he and his three sons died by the sword
in battle. For since he spilled the blood of people, his punishment was that his blood was spilled by man. If not
for this, Shaul would not have died by the sword; his death would have been by the Divine Hand. And his sons
would not have died before his eyes, a double punishment.



mailto:torczyner@torontotorah.com

Shemuel hinted at all of this in his words here, saying, “And why do you ask me, and Hashem has left you and He has
been your enemy.” This was about killing the kohanim, going back to what [Shaul] said, “And He did not answer me,
also with prophets, etc.” To this Shemuel replied, “And why do you ask me, and Hashem has left you and He has been
your enemy.” And this was because he killed the kohanim, who tell the future and ask of the urim vtummim...

28:20-25 The Aftermath
3. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, 'a 717 pwa »ixw

Shemuel | 28:22 Bereishit 18:3 The plea to come eat
Shemuel | 28:22 Bereishit 18:5 Eat bread and gain strength
Shemuel | 28:24 Bereishit 18:7 The fat calf

Shemuel | 28:24 Bereishit 18:6 Kneading and baking
Shemuel | 28:25 Bereishit 18:16 Get up and leave
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It appears that through this the text expresses the complexity of this section. Yes, Shaul destroyed the ovotand yidonim,
but he acts throughout the years of his reign, and especially in this section, in a pasu/way. The ov, on the other hand,
whom Shaul marked for destruction, turns out to be a person of chesed, who walks in the ways of Avraham Avinu. This
does not legitimize the ovdeeds, of course, but with this it draws a picture that is somewhat more complex of the active
players.

4. Radak to Shemuel | 28:19
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And according to the simple read: Even though Shemuel told him he would die, it was not possible that he would flee
and leave his nation at war. In any case he would have to go to war, whether to die or to live.

5. Talmud, Berachot 12b
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Anyone who sins and is embarrassed, he is forgiven for all of his sins... He did not mention the urim v’fummim because

he killed out Nov, city of the kohanim. And how do we know that they forgave him from Heaven? As it says, “And

tomorrow, you and your sons will be with me.” Rabbi Yochanan said, “With me, in my portion.”

6. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 26:7
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Once he heard Shemuel’s words, he was afraid, as it says, “And Shaul rushed and fell fulllength on the ground, and
he was very afraid due to Shemuel’s words.” And Avner and Amasa said to him, “What did Shemuel say to you?2” He
said to them, “He told me: Tomorrow you will go to war and win. Not only that, but your sons will be appointed as
leaders.” He took his three sons and went out to war. Reish Lakish said: At that moment Gd called His ministering
malachim and said to them, “Come and see the creature | created in My world! Normally, someone goes to a party,
he doesn't bring his sons with him [to spare them] from [ayin Aara], and this one goes to war, knowing he will be killed,
and he takes his sons with him and he rejoices about the attribute of justice that strikes him!”
Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin cited Rabbi Levi: This teaches that Gd showed Moshe each generation and its judges, each
generation and its kings, each generation and its sages, each generation and its leaders, each generation and its
deputies, each generation and its officers, each generation and its sponsors, each generation and its muzzlers, each



generation and its thieves, each generation and its prophets, and He showed him Shaul and his sons fallen by the
sword. He said, “Shall the first king to stand before You be stabbed by the sword2!” Gd replied, “To Me you ask this?
‘Speak to the kohanim, sons of Aharon” whom he killed, who charge him!” As it says, “And Gd said to Moshe: Speak
to the kohanim, sons of Aharon.”

Two more notes from Rav Bazak

7. Yechezkel 21:26

For the king of Babylon stood at the branch in the road, at the head of the two paths, to perform sorcery; he polished
the arrows, he inquired of the ferafim, he gazed at the liver.

8. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, 77 nmoma (1) wo pp
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Further along in the story, there is use of the Babylonian king’s third means of sorcery — the arrows! This point completes

the symmetry between Michal and Yehonatan, children of Shaul: Both loved David; Both saved him from their father by

sending him away; and now we can add that both used tools which reveal the future as part of aiding David.

9. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, 'a 117 pya e

15:19 Shemuel Why didn't you listen to Gd

19:5 Yehonatan Why are you trying to kill Dovid, who is innocent

20:32 Yehonatan Why are you trying to kill Dovid, who is innocent

24:9 Dovid Why do you listen to those who say | want to harm you

26:18 Dovid Why are you pursuing me, | could have harmed you and didn't
28:9 Ov Why do you want me killed?

28:12 Ov Why did you deceive me, you are Shaull

28:15 Shemuel Why did you agitate me, summoning me

28:16 Shemuel Why do you ask me, Hashem has left you
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It is visible that not only Shemuel and Dovid, Yonatan and the Ov, turn the question to Shaul. The fext itself cries out
toward Shaul, “Why2!” The nine times that this question is put fo Shaul express the ongoing frustration with the conduct
of this youth who is head and shoulders above the nation, who did not stand up to the challenges placed before him,
and who was drawn into a series of irresponsible actions. Could you not have done otherwise2 Why did you not
succeed in realizing the potential within yourselfe¢ Why did you stumble in such coarse mistakes2 Why?!

Review Questions
Introduction
1) What is the main theme of the chapter?
2) Where else do we find Ov referenced in Tanach, aside from the prohibitions?
3) What does an Ov do?
4) s Ov real?
5) Why does the Torah prohibit Ove

28:3-6 Philistine invasion, Shaul’s desperation
6) Why do we reiterate that Shemuel has died?
7) Why do we mention Shaul’s campaign against necromancy?
8) Why won't Hashem respond to Shaul?
9) How can Divrei haYamim | 10:13-14 say Shaul didn’t seek Hashem? 28:6 says he did!



28:7-10 Shaul seeks an Ov
10) Why does a midrash say the Ov is Avner’s mother?
11) Why does a midrash say Shaul’s escorts were Avner and Amasa?

28:11-14 Summoning Shemuel
12) Where does a midrash see support for the idea that Moshe came up with Shemuel?
13) How did the Ov know it was Shaul petitioning her?
14) How did the Ov know it was the spirit of Shemuel?
15) What might we learn about the afterlife from Shemuel’s appearance and speech?

28:15-19 Shemuel’s message
16) Why is Shemuel agitated?
17) Why does Shaul think Shemuel will answer, if Gd did not2
18) Why should Shaul’s sons die for Shaul’s sins2
19) Why should the nation fall to the Plishtim for Shaul’s sins@
20) Did Shemuel really come up and speak to Shaul?
21) Why will Shaul die in battle?

28:20-25 The Aftermath
22) What might we learn from the similarity of the Ov and Avraham in their chesed?
23) Is there something to be learned from Shaul going to fight?



