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Honor your father and your mother in order that your days should lengthen on the land that
God gives you.
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GEMARA: The Gemara asks: And is a Jew excluded from the category of the descendants of
Noah? They are also descendants of Noah. The Gemara answers: Since Abraham was
sanctified and designated to possess a unique role in the world, all his descendants are
called by his name and are no longer termed the descendants of Noah.
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(1) Adam, the first man, was commanded with six commandments: 1) idolatry, 2) “blessing”
(euphemistically) the Name (of G-d), 3) murder, 4) illicit sexual relations, 5) thievery and, 6)




establishing a system of justice. Even though all of these have been received as a Tradition
from Moses our Teacher and we can understand the rationale for them, nevertheless, from
(verses in) the Torah (we learn that) it was these that they were commanded. A seventh
commandment forbidding the eating of a limb torn from a live animal was added for Noah,
as it says, “Even flesh, life is in the blood, do not eat of it” (Genesis 9:4). These
commandments were universally applicable - until Abraham. With Abraham, circumcision
was also commanded and he prayed Shacharis (the Morning Prayer). Isaac separated out a
tithe and added another prayer in the afternoon and, with Jacob, the prohibition against
eating the sciatic nerve was added, as was the Maariv (Evening) Prayer. In Egypt, Amram
was commanded with other precepts and, with Moses our Teacher, the Torah was
completed.
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Noah, the tiller of the soil, the tiller of the soil Or “a man of the soil.” was the first to plant a
vineyard. He drank of the wine and became drunk, and he uncovered himself within his
tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness and told his two brothers
outside. But Shem and Japheth took a cloth, placed it against both their backs and, walking
backward, they covered their father’s nakedness; their faces were turned the other way, so
that they did not see their father’s nakedness. When Noah woke up from his wine and
learned what his youngest son had done to him
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AND SHEM AND JAPHETH TOOK — (literally, “And Shem took and Japheth”) It is not written
here inj71 “And they took”, but nj7'1 “And he took”, in order to teach regarding Shem that he
devoted himself to this duty with more eagerness than Japheth. Therefore have Shem’s
sons received the privilege of wearing the cloak that has fringes, and the sons of Japheth
were privileged to receive honorable burial, as it is said, (Ezekiel 39:11) “l will give unto Gog
(a descendant of Japheth) a place fit for burial [in Israel]”. But as for Ham who despised his
father — of his descendants it is said (Isaiah 20:4) “So shall the king of Assyria lead away the
captives of Egypt, and the exiles of Ethiopia (these were peopled by the children of Ham)
young and old, naked and barefoot and with buttocks uncovered etc.” (Genesis Rabbah 36:6
and Tanchuma 1:2:15).
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Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel said: No son has ever honored his parents as | have done, and
yet | find that Esav honored his parents even more than me. How? Rabbi Shimon ben
Gamliel said: | usually waited on my father dressed in soiled clothes, but when | | went into
the street | threw away these clothes and dressed in fresh, beautiful clothing. This was not
the case with Esav; the clothes which he wore when he waited on his father were his best
and most beautiful.
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The Sages raised a dilemma before Rav Ulla: How far must one go to fulfill the mitzva of
honoring one’s father and mother?Rav Ulla said to them: Go and see what one gentile did in
Ashkelon, and his name was Dama ben Netina. Once the Sages sought to purchase
merchandise [perakmatya] from him for six hundred thousand gold dinars’ profit, but the
key for the container in which the merchandise was kept was placed under his father’s
head, and he was sleeping at the time. And Dama ben Netina would not disturb his father by
waking him, although he could have made a substantial profit. Rav Yehuda says that
Shmuel says: They asked Rabbi Eliezer: How far must one go to fulfill the mitzva of honoring
one’s father and mother? Rabbi Eliezer said to them: Go and see what one gentile did for his
father in Ashkelon, and the name of the son was Dama ben Netina. Once the Sages wished
to purchase precious stones from him for the ephod of the High Priest for six hundred
thousand gold dinars’ profit, and Rav Kahana taught that it was eight hundred thousand
gold dinars’ profit. And the key to the chest holding the jewels was placed under his father’s
head, and he would not disturb him. The next year the Holy One, Blessed be He, gave Dama
ben Netina his reward, as a red heifer was born in his herd, and the Jews needed it. When
the Sages of Israel came to him he said to them: | know, concerning you, that if | were to ask
for all the money in the world you would give it to me. But | ask only that money that | lost
due tothe honor of Father. And Rabbi Hanina says: And if this is related about one who is not
commanded by the Torah to honor his father, as Dama was a gentile, and nevertheless
when he performs the mitzva he is given this great reward, all the more so is one rewarded
who is commanded to fulfill a mitzva and performs it. As Rabbi Hanina says: Greater is one
who is commanded to do a mitzva and performs it than one who is not commanded to do a
mitzva and performs it.
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Cursed be the one who insults father or mother.—And all the people shall say, Amen.
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A convert is forbidden to curse or to strike his gentile father or to degrade him, so that
people will not say: "They came from a more severe level of holiness to a lesser level of
holiness, for this person degrades his father."66 Instead, he should offer him certain
measures of honor.
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Moses received the Torah at Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua to the elders, and
the elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the Men of the Great Assembly. They said
three things: Be patient in [the administration of] justice, raise many disciples and make a
fence round the Torah.
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