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PARASHAS KI SAVO

! lt will be when you enter the Land that HASHEM, your God, gives you as an inheritance, and

youpossess it, and dwell in it, 2 that you shall take of the first of every fruit of the ground that
You bring in from your Land that HASHEM, your God, gives you, and you shall put it in a basket
and go to the place that HASHEM, your God, will choose, to make His Name rest there,

Amalek’s Antidote
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to say that his every accomplishment — no matter how much
sweat he invested in it — is a gift from God, is one of the goals
of Creation.

2. nwrm — Of the first i.e., the first fruit of some, but not
every, species. The Sages derive exegetically that this com-
mandment applies only to the seven species for which the
Land is praised, as enumerated in 8:8. When a man saw aripe
fig, he would tie a cord to its stem and declare, “This is
Bikkurim” (Rashi). The Sages describe how Jews from the

entire Land converged on Jerusalem with their Bikkurim in
festive processions, accompanied by music and celebrations
in city after city.

3 You shall come to whomever will be the Kohen in those days, and you shall say to him, ‘]
declare today to HASHEM, your God, that I have come to the Land that HASHEM swore to our

forefathers to give us.” 4 The Kohen shall take the basket from your hand, and lay it before the
Altar of HASHEM, uour God.

THE CALL OF THE TORAH

e

" There is an interesting connection between the end of the previous c.hapter,'
which dealt with Amalek, and the beginning of this chapter, which d1§cusses
T = the first fruits. When Balaam prophesied he referred to the Ame.alekltes as,
= "3 MWK, the first among nations (Numbers 24:20). This title befxt.ted thgm,
as they were the first to attack the Jewish people, and they were the first natxong

THROUGH THE PrRIsM OF TORAH

2 242

ur Rabbis say that specifically in Devorim there is
particular significance in the juxtaposition of one
parashah with the next. This one begins with the
mitzvah of 0”132 and the previous one ends with the episode
_of Amalek. What is the connection between the two, especially -
as the opening word " commences with the adjunctive letterj
Y, linking them both?

_ ¢

to be entirely exterminated once the Land of Israel was conquered. It 'is therefore
appropriate that in order to balance the evil of Amalek [the first umt?n%

~ nations], Jews bring a donation and offer thanks to Hashem from the first
produce (Tzror Hamor %
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“Hakol holeich achar hareishis. Everything depends on how you
begin” If you begin something properly, then, with that good
foundation, everything that follows will more easily go in the
proper way. But if you start off the wrong way, stumbling at the be-
ginning, it can be very difficult to get back on track. If a racehorse
stumbles out of the gate in a race, he will most probably lose. It is
very important to start off well. o T T
Rosh Hashana is very important since it is the beginning of
~ the year. If we can start off the year with proper, good dedication
to Hashem, with intellectual, emotional and physical dedication.
then we can more easily have a good year. Rosh Chodesh is also
~ a beginning. Every morning we begin our day with davening,
starting the day on a good spiritual foundation. This then makes it
easier to go through the day as a spiritual experience.
- The first fruits are the beginning, the physical start for a farm-
er. The farmer must also make sure that the spiritual side is done
properly. The farmer brings these fruits to Yerushalayim, the first

of all cities of the world. If Yerushalayim is good, then the whole
world will be good.
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~ The Ramban writes in his famous letter to his son, “The —

finest of all character qualities is humility.” If one analyses the
whole procedure of B°M133, it will become evident to what extent

-

™ mayn NN s nowR '/

humbleness lies at the heart of this mitzvah. A landowner works

long hours in his field, preparing the ground, sowing the crops,
tending their growth and pruning the fruit trees. Only after
months of backbreaking toil, his efforts are blessed with success

and first fruits ripen.

His joy at their appearance is immense, but instead of
keeping them for his own pleasure, he takes them to the n°2
wIpni and donates them, so to speak, to the Almighty. By doing

" so, he acknowledges that without Divine help there would not

be any fruits. Hashem created the soil, provided the rain and
seed_and generated the miracle of growth. He also gave the

farmer his physical strength, good health and agricultural acu-

men. In fairness, this produce belongs to the Almighty.

~v This practical recognition of man'’s total dependence on
Hashem is the attribute of self-effacement at its best. Small
wonder therefore, that our Sages proclaim that it would have
been worthwhile to have created the world for the sake of Mmsn

o' N22 alone (Bereishis Rabbah 1:4). When a person expends so
much time, energy and cost and then declares to Hashem, “It is

& all rightfully Yours,” it is a level of humility which is unequalled

and justifies the whole creation.

‘(Q Contrast -this—atfitude with the character of Amalek. The

f — except for Amalek. They decided that they were in a class of)
their own — P21y 03 WX — and able to challenge anyone,\

;

Almighty, at the time of the Exodus, demonstrated to the entire
world His absolute supremacy and took the Jewish people under
His patronage. Every nation was cowed and paralysed with fear

even Hashem The numerical value of the name ')'?73}7 is 240 ancl
equals the word 07, which means high and mighty. \This 1s
indeed how Amalek viewed themselves — the epitome of arro-
gance and pomposity.

@ Hence, by placing-these two_sections next to each. other,
the Torah is indicating that the antidote to the conceited stance
of Amalek lies in the meekness which is implicit in 0*M32. By
performing this mitzvah and banishing pride from our makeup,
we can fulfil the commandment of eradicating any semblance
of Amalek even in our times (Be’er Moshe).

P As the days of judgement approach, the importance of

humility cannot be overstated. The Berditchiver Rebbe once in-
terpreted the familiar words W1 °91 X3 as meaning 1’83 — the
feeling of X, of unworthiness and without merit, T 721 —is

our best advocate, Y¥B T7°an 51 — against the heavenly prosecut-

ing council. Any individual who is confident that he has enough
assets to be judged favourably becomes extremely vulnerable.
" Complacency itself is a serious failing, whereas a sense of IR and
recognition of one’s inadequacies will always arouse Divine grace.
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W1y does the portion of remembering Amalek appear next to

the mitzvah of bikurim (first fruits) in the Torah?

Rashi explains that Amalek attacked the ]ew1sh People as'a
punlshment for their questioning Hashem. They had asked: Is

*‘ Hashem in our midst or not? (Shemos 17:7). This, says Rashi, is akin

to a man who places his child on his shoulders to protect him and
the child constantly asks his father to gather objects for him. When
someone asks the son where his father is, the son says that he does
not know!

~J_ Amalek appeared on the scene because the Jewish People
lacked gratitude towards Hashem. They did not value or notice

His kindness enough. This is in contrast to our bikurim obligations

whereby we are asked to verbalize our appreciation for Hashem’s

indnesses in bringing us to Eretz Yisrael and f:

harvest. As the Chovos Halevavos writes, our basic obligation to
@Hashem derives from our owing Him gratitude: Hashem does so
much for us!' In fact, the more kindness one notices, the more

one should serve Hashem. The kohanim thus perform twenty-four

types of services in the Temple to match the twenty-four types of
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Thankmg Hashem for All the Good

A YEAR HAS passed, and we stand at the threshold of a new
year. Naturally, we look back and review the year that has gone
by. We remember all the difficulties we experienced, which
still weigh on our hearts, and we beg Hashem and hope to
be inscribed for only good things in the year to come. But
\ let’s not forget to thank, praise, and extol Hakadosh Baruch
Hu for the entire year that we merited. Hashem granted us a
year of life. He enabled us to live and do His will. During the
past year, we may have been privileged to celebrate happy oc-
J,casmns — a bris, bar mitzvah, escorting a child to cheder for
Vthe first time, a child’s engagement or wedding, the birth of
children or grandchildren. Hashem has been so kind to each

one of us in so many areas, showering kindnesses upon us
with a generous Hand. When we come to Hashem with innu-
merable requests and appeals to change things for the better
in various areas during the new year, let’s not be ungrateful.

« We must also remember to wholeheartedly thank Hashem for
all the good that He gave and continues to give us.

priestly gifts they receive. When Hashem does an act of kindnea
for us, we should be committing to add an element of service, to{,
take on something extra to excel in serving Him. This way, we will/

We also have many requests regarding our level of avodas
Hashem. There are areas in which we fervently want to im-
prove. One person may struggle with a quick temper; another

have developed our sense of gratitude and thus avoid the causes of

Amalek’s attack. .
(~'We have so much to be grateful for: that we are Jewish; that we

are part of a great nation; that we can study Torah. The list goes ~J

on and on. All of this kindness obligates us to increase our service

of Hashem.

18 e _?\1 _&_‘k’:ﬁw

. Rashi (on 26:3) connects bikkurim to the trait of gratitude, because upon
offering them, the person expresses gratitude to Hashem and acknowledges
that everything is from Him. Similarly, our right to Eretz Yisrael is contingent

y is the performance of the mitzvah of bikkurim specifically credited

with granting us the right to enter Eretz Yisrael?

upon feeling gratitude for having been granted the Eretz HaKodesh.
s On Rosh HaShanah we tend to focus on the future, wondering which events  ship with our children; we are more patient with them than
will transpire during the coming year. However, we should also be thinking e ysed to be and cognizant that Hashem gave our children

about the past year, and feeling gratitude for all the chessed that Hashem has

bestowed upon us.

We always read the tochachah just before Rosh HaShanah, and pray tzchleh
shanah v’kilelosehah (farewell to the year and its curses).” What does this mean?
Surely the tochachah and its messages will remain just as relevant in the com-

ing year!

might have difficulty speaking to Hashem as honestly and sin-
cerely as he would like; and yet another ekes out a meager
livelihood and wants to have greater faith that Hashem alone
provides his needs. It is natural for a person to notice what he
is still lacking and what bothers him.

_‘«,?/ But we must look back, remember, and show our appre-
ciation to Hashem for all the good that He gave us over the
year. Let’s think about where we were a year ago and how

*fal we've progressed. Perhaps we have succeeded in speaking
to Hashem more naturally or more frequently. We may have
developed greater sensitivity towards others, become better
listeners, improved in showing empathy, or grown in our un-
derstanding that everyone has different habits and feelings.
Perhaps we've climbed a rung on the ladder of our relation-

weak points so that they can rectify them at their own pace.
We need to devote thought to all of the good things that
Hashem gave us over the course of the year and thank Him
for His many kindnesses.

How apropos it would be, as Rosh Hashanah approaches,

When we rebel against Hashem, we may deserve to be punished, and yetwe ¢, pause for a moment and sincerely express our gratitude to
look back at the year that has elapsed and feel gratitude that the tochachah has

nevertheless not been fulfilled. This gratitude in turn facilitates and catalyzes

‘Hacham- “Vau oave me a wonderful vear, Ribbono shel OZ“}:YL’

et el
the teshuvah process, because instead of feeling despondency about the state Thank You for all the good You've given me.” We thank Hashem,
of our avodas Hashem, we remind ourselves that just as Hashem has spared us  Who, in His great kindness, led us and guided us throughout
from the worst punishment until now, he will continue to shower us with His the year. We were privileged to be part of Hashem’s kingdom.
mercy if we only invest all our efforts into doing genuine teshuvah and crown- e believe that even the tough times — spiritual and material
ing Him on Rosh HaShanah.

alike — that we experienced during the year were tailor-made
for us by Hashem only for our own good, so that we could
 draw closer to Him. We ask Hashem for another year full of

% so much goodness, a year when we can do more and more
mitzvos and maasim tovim and serve Hashem faithfully —
and we believe that He will indeed grant our request.
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judge them favorably, and rend the unfavorable decree” We
prepare for the Day of Judgment with joy because we trust in
~ Hashem that He will surely judge us favorably.

Hashem judges us on Rosh Hashanah, but He does not
seek to distance us from Him, chalilah. Hakadosh Baruch Hu
says: “For I do not desire the death of the one who should die,
but rather that he should turn back from his path and live”
Hashem asks us to return to Him, and He waits for us to do
so. He wants to grant us life and goodness and that we should

continue to reveal His honor in the world.

In sefer Nechemiah, we are told that when Am Yisrael went
to Eretz Yisrael to build the second Beis Hamikdash, they
cried bitterly on Rosh Hashanah upon realizing what serious
transgressions they had committed. But the prophets Ezra
and Nechemiah silenced them, saying (Nechemiah 8:9-10):
“Today is sacred to Hashem, your G-d. Do not mourn and do
not weep!” Ezra Hasofer sent everyone home to partake of
the Yom Tov feast: “And he said to them: Go, eat rich foods
and drink sweet beverages... for this day is sacred to our L-rd.
Do not be sad, for the joy of Hashem is your strength!” Rosh
Hashanah is not a time for grief and dejection. It is a holy
Yom Tov, a time when Hakadosh Baruch Hu rejoices with us.

\xHashem is happy that we are returning to Him and that we
want to crown Him our King. We rejoice in Hashem’s joy; we
are elated that Hashem’s glory is exalted through us.

LR Rosh Hashanah is not a day of pressure and tension; it is a
Yom Tov. Dovid Hamelech refers to this day as, “Bakesel l'yom
chageinu — the day of our festival” (Tehillim 81:4) Before Ros
Hashanah, we prepare delicious foods in honor of Yom Tov. We
eagerly anticipate the day when we will be privileged to coro-
nate Hashem once again. True, we are not yet perfect, and it is
not so pleasant to face up to our defects. We have much work

ahead of us, and we take it seriously. We want to be better this
year, to come closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Still, at the same
time, we feel excited and happy. Hashem is waiting for us to

return to Him and accept His kingship over us. He gives us the
opportunity to do so and He is right there with us, taking us by
the hand and helping us progress and rectify whatever needs
rectification. If Hashem is happy that we are returning to Him,
then surely we are happy to return to Hashem.

Mothers of small children are usually preoccupied with
watching and caring for the little ones most of the day of Rosh
Hashanah. This is the sacred task that Hashem has given us in
life; this is our share in crowning Hashem King. The entire fam-
ily can experience Rosh Hashanah. We can share the joy of Rosh
Hashanah even with the little children: we can tell them how

¢ thrilled we are to do the mitzvos, how happy Hashem is with us
and how much He wants to give us a good, new year in which
we will be able to do many more mitzvos and good deeds.
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Rosh Hashanah is a gift from Hashem, so we say in Kid-
dush and in davening: “You gave us, Hashem, our G-d, this
Day of Remembrance with love.” Hashem loves us, and that is

& why He gave us this day. How marvelous! Hakadosh Baruch

Z Hu is calling upon us to start anew, to turn over a new leaf.
Hashem helps us repent, rectify the past, and start again with
renewed closeness to Him.



