Unit 2.3 - Elisha the Miracle Worker
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This shiur is kindly sponsored by Aliza & Shlomie upon the yahrzeit

of Aliza’s sister Mindy Schachter Greenberg, Nechama Mindil bat Yitzchok Aryeh

Elisha and the poor woman (4:1-7)
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1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the

prophets unto Elisha, saying: "Thy servant my husband is dead; and
thou knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD; and the creditor
is come to take unto him my two children to be bondmen.'
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2 And Elisha said unto her: 'What shall I do for thee? tell me; what
hast thou in the house?' And she said: "Thy handmaid hath not any
thing in the house, save a pot of oil.
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3 Then he said: 'Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy
neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.
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4 And thou shalt go in, and shut the door upon thee and upon thy
sons, and pour out into all those vessels; and thou shalt set aside
that which is full.'

DN 07 5073 T ATYa ,ﬂ'?’.[tl N30 ,IARN ,71‘._?131 i
.(npyin) npym xm ,mOx

5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her
sons; they brought the vessels to her, and she poured out.
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6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said
unto her son: 'Bring me yet a vessel." And he said unto her: "There
is not a vessel more.' And the oil stayed.
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Who is this woman and why is this story here?
1. Malbim 4:1
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2. Radak 4:1
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Why does the door need to be shut for this to work?
3. Rashi 4:4
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4. Malbim 4:4
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Why does she consult about what to do with the oil?
5. Chomas Anach 4:7
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8 And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great
woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he
passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread.

VK 7D AT RI-IN ,AYKR-DK MR ©
TR by 1aY--Xn Wi 0oR

9 And she said unto her husband: 'Behold now, I perceive that this is a holy
man of God, that passeth by us continually.
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10 Let us make, I pray thee, a little chamber on the roof; and let us set for him
there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick; and it shall be, when he
cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.'
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11 And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the upper
chamber and lay there.
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12 And he said to Gehazi his servant: 'Call this Shunammite.'! And when he
had called her, she stood before him.
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13 And he said unto him: 'Say now unto her: Behold, thou hast been careful
for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken
for to the king, or to the captain of the host?' And she answered: 'T dwell
among mine own people.’
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14 And he said: "What then is to be done for her?' And Gehazi answered:
"Verily she hath no son, and her husband is old.'
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15 And he said: 'Call her.' And when he had called her, she stood in the doot.
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16 And he said: 'At this season, when the time cometh round, thou shalt
embrace a son.' And she said: 'Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie
unto thy handmaid.'
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17 And the woman conceived, and bore a son at that season, when the time
came round, as Elisha had said unto her.
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How did she see he was special?

6. TB, Brachos 10b
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Regarding the woman from Shunem: “And she said to her husband: Behold now, I perceive that he is a holy man

of God who passes by us continually” (II Kings 4:9). Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: From here, where the

woman from Shunem perceived the prophet’s greatness before her husband did, derive that a woman recognizes the
character of her guests more than a man does.

What makes people special?

7. TB, Brachos 10b
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The Gemara notes that the woman from Shunem said that “he is holy.” The Gemara asks: From where did she
know that he was holy? Rav and Shmuel disagreed over this. One of them said: She never saw a fly pass over his
table; and the other said: She spread a white linen sheet on his bed, and despite that even the smallest stain is visible
on white linen, and nocturnal seminal emissions are not uncommon, she never saw the residue of a seminal emission
on it.

What did she actually make?
8. TB, Brachos 10b
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Rav and Shmuel argued over the meaning of small chamber. One of them said: They had an uncovered second

story on their roof, over which they built a ceiling; and one of them said: There was an enclosed veranda
[akhsadra] and they divided it in half.

Why did she build this room?
9. Ralbag: 4:10
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10.Malbim 4:10
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What is her response to his offer?
11. Malbim 4:14
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