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Shiur 48 - Kashering Keilim - Practical Aspects of Hagalah Part 2
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HAG'ALAH AND PEGIMAH

SOURCES—K-1, 2, 3, 93, 177, 253 & M-2:21ff

APPLICATIONS
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e Lquipment which requires hag'alah must be kashered in water
which is at least 212° I even if the non-kosher food cooked in
the equipment never reached that temperature.

® Non-kosher oil was heated to 350° F in a deep fryer. The deep
fryer can be kashered with water which is 212° F even though
the oil was hotter than that.

e The temperature of the water must be 212° F and it is irrelevant
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oyTD ‘ ’ — Hag'alah can be done with water which is 212° F even if the
; water isn't “boiling” because it is under pressure.
OR X 2WR NYW '[’JYbW Q0 1Y JOw My T 11"1}7 Tns’W - Hag'alah cannot be done with water which is less than 212°
Y b F even if the water 1s “boiling” because it is in a vacuum.
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0111}_' after the situation is evaluated b)_' a kas]mring
expert and weighed by the Rabbinic Coordinator.
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Chapter 10

As noted in the previous chapter, Shulchan Aruch® tells us that there are
certain cases where one can kasher a utensil in a kli rishon which is off the
fire. Shulchan Aruch notes, and Mishnah Berurah’ reinforces, that in such
cases, the hag’alah water must remain at 'nnin temperature. Most people
assume this means that the water must be at a rolling boil of 212° F, and
that simple understanding is reflected in the following words of Iggeros
Moshe:*
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At the same time, many who work in hashgachah are familiar with Rav
Belsky’s ruling — said over in the name of Rav Moshe Feinstein —that nyvea
nTn 190° F suffices for hag’alah. What is that based on? Why and how
can |'nnin mean anything less than 212° F?

If we probe our halacha, we will see that there is a proof to this lenjent
approach. One of the sources which Beis Yosef* cites for the opinion that
hag’alah can be done in a ki rishon which is off the fire is the Gemargs
which says that if one takes a pot off the fire as Shabbos is just beginning
(during Bein Hashmashos), he cannot put spices into the pot once it gets
dark. It seems obvious that a pot which is off the fire will not remain at
212° F for more than a few seconds, yet the pot is still considered to pe
“nnn” sometime later when it becomes dark. This implies that there is a
range of temperatures which are considered pnnin, and it does not
specifically have to be 212° F.

Although this Gemara teaches that the water does not have to be 212° F
to be considered nnn, it does not tell us what the lower limit of nnn
actually is. Rav Belsky explained that Rav Moshe told him that nnn does
not actually require a rolling boil, and it is good enough if there is a “para”
— a Yiddish word which means a layer of steam — above the pot of water.
[Nonetheless, Rav Moshe said that /’chatchilah the water should be 212°
F]. Rav Belsky tested this and found that the para formed when the water
was at 190° F.

Why should it be enough to have just a para? Rav Moshe did not explain
but Rav Belsky surmised that once the para forms, the water has entered
a stage where it is rapidly being iInn'nan vynni and is therefore considered
to be 'nnin. This would be consistent with Rav Moshe's opinion regarding
the temperature at which wine is considered mevushal.®
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Vayikra (Leviticus) - Chapter 6

18 Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin
offering: The sin offering shall be slaughtered before the Lord in the
place where the burnt offering is slaughtered. It is a holy of holies.

21 An earthenware vessel in which it is cooked shall be broken, but if
it is cooked in a copper vessel, it shall be purged and rinsed with
water.
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Chametz U'Matzah - Chapter Five

By Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon ("Maimonides"); translated by Eliyahu Touger
Metal and stone utensils in which chametz was boiled in water as
a |lwKY "0 - e.g., pots and stew pots - should be placed inside a
large utensil. They should be covered with water, and the water should
be hoiled with them inside until they release [what they absorbed].
Afterwards, they should be washed off with cold water, and [then] one
may use them for matzah.

Similarly, [with regard to] knives, the blade and the handle should be
boiled in a lwrY . Afterwards, one may use them for matzah.

Ma'achalot Assurot - Chapter 17
By Rabbi Mashe ban haimon (“Maimonides"), transiated by Ellyanu Touger
How is [the purging process of] hagaalah achieved? A small pot is
placed into a large pot and they are filled with water until the smaller
one is submerged.'* Then one must boil it very thoroughly.'

If a large pot was [forbidden],™ one should place dough or mud along its
edge [so that] he could fill it with water so that it will flow over its
edge.'"He [then] boils it.

In all instances, if he used them before boiling [water in them for
hagaalah], washing them thoroughly, making them white hot, or
immersing them, [the food] is kosher. For any fat [absorbed] in them
imparts an unpleasant flavor, as explained.'®
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r HaTerumahG offers a different answer based on the Gemara,” which
“h that those who are of the opinion that n7n requires hot water
Say; wed by cold water as norow) find a source to that position because
g?e (:equirement of no'vwi njpn is compared .[by the Torah] to that of
hag’alah. Justas hag’alah must be performed with hot water, so too njzn
must be done with hot water. Sefer HaTgrumgh suggests that the
comparison of noowi N7 n to hag’alah is bidirectional: ju?t as hag’alah
teaches that norowi NN requires a hot element as part of its process, so
too norowl NN teaches that hag’alah requires a cold element as part of

8
its process.

The way this is written one might think that therefore Sefer HaTermeah is
of the opinion that the cold rinse after hag’alah is a d’oraisah requirement
(derived from norowl npn). However, Sefer HaTerumah himself notgs
that it is really just a minhag. Thus, he appears to be saying that there is
no d’oraisah requirement to rinse with cold water, but there is an xn>nox
(Torah hint) to do so, as a way of rendering each hag’alah similar to the
noowi nzn which was done in the Beis HaMikdash. In a sense, this means
that the cold rinse is not intended to somehow complete the kashering
“functionally” as might have been true according to Tur; rather, it is meant
to spiritually elevate kashering to be akin to what is done for kodashim,
bearing in mind that we also do not know why the Torah requires a cold

rinse for kodashim.
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