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Wisdom of Solomon: Mishlei Week 7: The Legacy of Mishlei

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Kohelet and lyov in Halachah

1. Talmud, Chullin 2a (5:4)
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“Everyone may perform erech vows and be a subject of an erech vow, may take a vow [consecrating their value] or

may have a vow taken about them [consecrating their value” — Should this formulation also be taken as fechatchilah?

But Devarim 23:23 says, “When you stop taking vows, you will not sin,” and Kohelet 5:4 says, “Better not to vow, than

to vow and not fulfill it!”

2. Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachot 1:4 (10:8)
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Mishnah: Rabbi Tarfon said: | was travelling, and | lay down to read [Shema] like Beit Shammai, and | endangered
myself from bandits. They replied to him, “You deserved to be liable for your life, for violating the words of Beit Hillel!”
Gemara:... Rabbi Abba bar Kahana cited Rabbi Yehudah ben Pazi: You know that the words of the rabbis are more
beloved than words of Torah, for had Rabbi Tarfon not read [Shema] he would only have violated a biblical command,
and by violating the words of Beit Hillel he was liable for death! As Kohelet 10:8 says, “And who breaks a fence will
be bitten by a snake.”

3. Talmud, Berachot 60b
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What is, "One must bless for the bad as one blesses for the good"2... Rava said: It means only that one should accept

it with joy. Rav Acha cited Rabbi Levi: What is the verse supporting this2... And the Sages said, from Job 1:21.

4. Talmud, Moed Katan 28b
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Rabbi Yochanan said: The consolers are not permitted to speak until the mourner opens, as it is written, "Job opened
his mouth" and then "Eliphaz of Teiman responded..."

The Legacy of Mishlei (continued)

5. Talmud, Bava Kama 92b
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Rava said to Rabbah bar Mari: How do we know what people say, “A bad palm tree wanders to empty nests”2 He

replied, this is written in Torah, repeated in the Prophets, a third time in the Writings, taught in a mishnah and taught in

a braita... A third time in the Writings as it is written (Ben Sira 13), “Every bird will reside with its species, and people

with those who resemble them.”

6. Rabbi Yaakov ben Moshe Moellin (Maharil, Germany, 14th-15th century), Minhagim, Likutim 3
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He said that Ben Sira was born from the seed of Yirmiyahu, for Yirmiyahu's daughter bathed after her father in a hot

bath, and her father’s seed was absorbed and she conceived and gave birth. Everyone testified to her great piety, that

she had not been immoral, but all agreed that she had absorbed it in the tub where she bathed. And since he was born
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from the absorption of seed without intercourse, they called him “son of zera.” And when he matured and it was known
to him he was embarrassed by his name, and they switched his name to call him “son of Sira” — which is Yirmiyahu in
gematria [271].

7. Shemuel HaNagid, Ben Mishlei #132 (http://www.hebrewbooks.org/37121)
PPN YW O DR 03, VWA 12 o0 K1 OX
PTEY WD 00 ,TIW WA TR X1 D
Be not a friend to the wicked / Also let not a wicked person be in your portion
For he to his evil will draw you / Before you draw him to your righteousness.

8. Shemuel HaNagid, War, Penguin Book of Hebrew Verse (1981) (Ben Mishlei #963)
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War is at first like a beautiful girl / with whom all men long to play,
but in the end like a repulsive hag / whose suitors all weep and ache.

9. Shemuel HaNagid, Ben Mishlei #245 (http://www.hebrewbooks.org/37121)
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With the medicine of awe [of Gd] you shall heal / the sickness of your heart and your eyes
And with the tongue of deeds you shall make just / that which your tongue has spoken.

10. Among those who wrote on Mishlei
e Rav Saadia Gaon and Rav Hai Gaon
e Rishonim: Rashi, Rav Moshe Kimchi (mis-attributed to lbn Ezra), lbn Ezra, Rav Yosef ibn Nachmiash, Rabbeinu
Yonah, Meiri, Rav Yosef ibn Kaspi, Ralbag, Rav Yitzchak Arama
e Acharonim: Vilna Gaon, Malbim

11.Rabbi Yosef Ibn Nachmiash, Commentary to Pirkei Avot, Chapter é
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And so we customarily read Mishlei, and some divide it into five units parallel to the five chapters of Avot, a chapter
and a portion each Shabbat. And in this land the custom is to divide it into just four units, and they start ahead one
Shabbat to learn Avot, and for four Shabbatot they complete Avot and Mishlei, and the Shabbat of kinyan Torah is the
sixth Shabbat. And they read Ruth, because Ruth entered Divine protection, and so we entered Divine protection when
we received our Torah...

12. Examples of Mishlei in our davening
e Returning the Torah ~ 4:2, 3:18, 3:17

o After Aleinu 3:25
e lecha Dodi 5:18, 8:23, 12:4
e Hadran 6:22,9:11, 3:16

o Eishet Chayil

13. Rabbi Moshe Kimchi to Mishlei 1:6, cited in Prof. M. Zer Kavod, s»wn 2922 m7°n (Beit Mikra 64 5736) pg. 7
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“A chidah - that which is hidden, and not understood until it is explained.” Meaning, it holds a hint to something specific
which is not revealed to every listener.
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14. Prof. Naftali Tur-Sinai, cited in Prof. Mordechai Zer Kavod, “»wn az22 n17on (Beit Mikra 64 5736) pg. 7

02w 190K “WR 19021 PRI L..KIIT ROW ...QM 212TA WO MO0 IR L.NWPD WIDIW DANDIT DX MRT? W1 "KW 1901 an
7272 01 21aMN

And also in the book of Mishlei one can see the proverb that is before us connected... to an historical event from the

chronicles... that is not brought... because in the book of Mishlei are collected only lessons and words of wisdom.

15. Prof. Mordechai Zer Kavod, s»wn 2902 m7°n (Beit Mikra 64 5736) pg. 9
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With all of the “international character” of the book of Mishlei, and what it has in common with non-Israelite words of
wisdom — its Jewish character bursts forth in its link with the Torah’s thought.

16. Examples
e Mishlei 22:11 and Chushai ha’Archi (Rabbi Moshe Kimchi)
e Mishlei 31 and various great women in Tanach

e Mishlei 27:14 and Shemuel | 15:12-13

Review questions

1> What are the segments of Sefer Mishlei2

2> What does the word mashal mean in Sefer Mishlei2

3> What is the overall message of Sefer Mishlei2

4> Why do we view Sefer Mishlei as more than a regular book of human wisdom?

5> If King Solomon is the author, who are Agur ben Yakeh and Lemuel2

6> Why do some challenge the attribution to King Solomon?

7> How might we reconcile King Solomon’s authorship with the ways it is similar to Wisdom Literature of other cultures
8> How do we understand Mishlei’s apparently simple advice, and simplistic view of reward and punishmente

9> What are some of the signs of Mishlei’s influence?

In Praise of Wisdom  Mishlei 3:13-26

17.Rashi to Mishlei 3:14
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18.Rashi to Mishlei 3:16 (based on Shabbat 63aq)
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19. Rabbi Moshe Kimchi to Mishlei 3:18
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20. Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer (Vilna Gaon), Commentary to Mishlei 3:14
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21.Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer (Vilna Gaon), Commentary to Mishlei 3:15
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