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Is Chanah’s Aggressive Prayer For Us? ~ v

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com "3;‘ ’5
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1. Shemuel | 1:3-16, adapted from Koren tr. (c/o sefaria.org)
103) MIPPN A oI w1 (7) 72 07309 OMIDY 190 7Y "3 I oY) AW nipax T2 0ary) nignwTy Aoy ovnin 1y RT3 UORT 7Y (3)
39 *3 ARYIT MY OV D3 ANIE N0YI) (1) AR 130 T 2T 70 NN 03 PR NOX 73R 10 W0 (7) :nim i 332 297 iRwR 7397
228N N9 91 "230 7R A0 AYOR RPN A7 N1 (1) (928N N 73m M30VIR 12 T 023 A2y T MY MY Ay 1) (7) Apm TR
10733 MIPYR 77 270 21K X197 7237 ¥ 7]
29m1 (X°) :71220 7521 '7 5V 9980m WH3 N K1) (7) :'7 9200 N DY XRIT DY AgS 1357 29¥) Ay oK) APwa IR R 130 opm (v)
2y 1Py X2 711 ™0 w93 72 YRR DR Y ANRK2 7003 A0RN DY MWD X2) "I0721 A0RK 13 T¥I0 AR DX NipAY T mNA 1T
OWRA
(7) 17507 9y JWN yRu X7 @710 Nivy 0o 1 A7 9Y N12TR K00 mym () 0 NY W 981 17197 F9eni A2 3 i ()
WHI NX THYR) NNY XD WY 102 "2IR M0 NWR AWK TR KD KM 130 1wm (00) (R0 T30 DY 10T 1I20YR DR TY 00V 7N 0N
T3 TY °AN2T 20Y2) W 2 °3 2¥123 N2 °197 ANRK N 100 2% (T0) "7 397
And this man went up out of his city year by year to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts in Shilo. And the two
sons of Eli, Chofni and Pinchas, the priests of the Lord, were there. And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he
gave portions to Peninna his wife, and to all her sons and her daughters: but to Chanah he gave a worthy portion; for
he loved Chanah: but the Lord had shut up her womb. And her rival also provoked her sore, to make her fret, because
the Lord had shut up her womb. And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house of the Lord, so she
provoked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat. Then Elkanah her husband said to her, Chanah, why do you weep?
and why do you not eat? and why is your heart grieved2 am | not better to you than ten sons?
So Chanah rose up after they had eaten in Shilo, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by the
gate post of the temple of the Lord. And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. And
she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of your handmaid, and remember
me, and not forget your handmaid, but wilt give to your handmaid a man child, then | will give him to the Lord all the
days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.
And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth. Now Chanah spoke in her
heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she was drunk. And Eli said to her, How
long wilt thou be drunken? put away your wine from yourself. And Chanah answered and said, No, my lord, | am a
woman of a sorrowful spirit: | have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord.
Take not your handmaid for a worthless woman: for out of the greatness of my complaint and grief have | been speaking.

2. Talmud, Berachot 31b-32a
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And Rabbi Elazar said: Chanah launched words heavenward, as Shemuel | 1:10 says, "And she prayed upon Gd" -
this teaches that she launched words heavenward.

A Role Model
3. Talmud, Berachot 31a
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Rav Hemnuna said: How many mighty laws we can learn from the verses of Chanah!
e "Chanah spoke upon her heart" — we see that one who prays must focus his heart.
e "Only her lips moved" — we see that one who prays must form [words] with his lips.
e "Her voice was not heard" — we see that one may not elevate his voice in prayer.

Woas Chanah’s Prayer Aggressive?
4. "Of bitter spirit” Shoftim 18:25; Shemuel | 22:2; Shemuel | 30:6; Shemuel Il 17:8

5. Midrash Shemuel 2:1
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“I am Hashem your Gd, who brought you up from Egypt; broaden your mouth, and | will fill it.” Rabbi Chaggai cited
Rabbi Yitzchak: We do not ask for poverty in a place of wealth, and so Chanah leapt to vows, as in 1:11.

6. Rabbi Yechezkel Landau, Tzlach to Berachot 31b
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And it appears to me that when she said “upon Gd”, it meant that children do not depend on merit, but on mazal. Gd
forbid, this does not mean that Gd lacks the ability to overpower mazal. Rather, it means that this requires great merit,
like Avraham to whom Gd said, “Leave your astrology” and the like, via great merit. She said, “If, Gd forbid, You will
not answer my prayer, people will say, Gd forbid, that it is for lack of power, as though You had made it entirely subject
to mazal, as though, Gd forbid, it was above Your capacity.” So she launched words heavenward.

7. Talmud, Berachot 31b
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Chanah said before Gd, “Master of the Universe! Of all of the multitudes of multitudes You created in Your world, would
it be difficult in Your eyes to give me one child2” To what may this be compared? To a human king who made a feast
for his servants, and a pauper came to the door and said, “Give me one morsel,” and they did not pay attention to him.
He pushed his way in to the king and said, “My master the king! From the entire meal you made, would it be difficult
in your eyes fo give me one morsel2”

8. Talmud, Berachot 31b
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Im ra’oh tireh —Rabbi Elazar said: Chanah said before Gd: Master of the Universe! If You will see — good. If not, then

You will seel | will go seclude myself [with a male] before my husband Elkanah, and since | will be secluded they will

give me the sotah water. You will not show Your Torah to be a lie; it says, “And she will be exonerated, and she will

conceive! (Bamidbar 5:28)"

Judaism and Agaressive Tefillah: A mixed track record
9. Positively received Shoftim 6:14, Chavakuk 1:2

10. Not-positively received Tehillim 60:12 (re-interpreted); Melachim | 19; Yonah 4

11. Talmud, Gittin 57a
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Bar Daroma’s mouth caused him to stumble, saying, “Have You not abandoned us, Gd, and You, Gd, do not go out
with our armies.” David also said this! David was expressing shock.

12. Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 2:1
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“And they wrapped themselves in sacks, man and beast, and they called to Gd mightily” — What is “mightily”2 Rabbi
Shimon ben Chalfuta said: The one with chutzpah defeats the kosher one — certainly in order to benefit the world!

13. Talmud, Berachot 31b-32a
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And Rabbi Elazar said: Moshe launched words heavenward, as Bamidbar 11:2 says, "And Moshe prayed to Gd" —
read it not as "to Gd" but as "upon Gd." Rabbi Yannai's yeshiva taught it from Devarim 1:1, "271 *1'" — Moshe said
before Gd, "Master of the universe! The silver and gold You flowed upon the Jews until they said >7 [enough] is what
caused them to create the calf!

14. Mishnah Taanit 3:8
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Shimon ben Shetach sent to him: If you were not Choni, | would excommunicate you! But what can | do for you, for you

sin before Gd and He does your will, like a son who sins against his father and yet the father performs his will.

15.Ramban (13 century Spain), Challenges to Rambam’s Sefer haMitzvot, Aseh #5
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And if the exegesis of prayer has a biblical root, we will count it in the Rambam’s count and say that it is a mitzvah, in

a time of troubles, to believe that Gd hears prayer and saves from troubles through prayer and crying out.

16.lyov 16:9
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His rage struck, and He hated me. He ground His teeth upon me; my Enemy flashes His eyes upon me.

17.lyov 42:7
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And after Gd said these words to lyov, and Gd said to Eliphaz of Teiman: My anger rages against you, and against
your two friends, for you did not speak of Me properly, like My servant lyov.

18. Tosafot (12th-14th centuries, Western Europe) to Rosh HaShanah 17b swx
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It did not ask here from lyov 42, “And Gd showed favour to lyov” and “For | will show favour to him,” because there
Gd displayed mercy due to his righteousness.

19.lyov 13:15
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Though He will kill me, yet | will trust in Him...

20. Talmud, Berachot 31b
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“And she vowed and said: Hashem, Lord of Multitudes” — Rabbi Elazar said: From the time Gd created His world, no
one called Gd “Lord of Multitudes” until Chanah came and called Him “Lord of Multitudes”.

21.Bamidbar 23:21; Amos 3:6; Yirmiyahu 4:19
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The trumpeting of the King
If the shofar is blown in the city, will the nation not tremble?
My spirit has heard the sounds of the shofar, the trumpeting of war!



