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King Solomon’s Arc, Week 1: Introduction
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Introduction

1. Shemuel Il 12:24-25 Chosen
2. Melachim | 3:6-14 Wise

3. Melachim 1 5:18-19 Pious

4. Melachim111:1-8 Ummm...

5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 104b
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They wanted o list one more [King Solomon]. The image of his father came and bowed before them, and they paid no
attention. Fire came from heaven and licked at their benches, and they paid no attention. A small [Heavenly] voice
emerged and said, “’Have you seen a man who is quick in his work? He will stand before kings, he will not stand before
those who are darkened.” He put My house before his house, and not only that, he built My house in seven years while
he took thirteen years to build his house. He shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before darkened ones!” And
they paid no attention. A small [Heavenly] voice emerged and said, “Shall you be in charge of payment, such that you

can reject it2 Shall you choose, not Me2 Speak of what you know!”

6. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:2
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They wanted to include Solomon on the list; David came and bowed before them. And some say fire emerged from
the Holy of Holies and burned their surroundings.

Outline
7. Outline of Melachim | 1-11, from Prof. Yehuda Kil, Daat Mikra to Melachim | pp. 2729
e 1:1-2:12 - How Solomon came to be anointed as king
e 2:13-4:1 - How the monarchy came to be established
e 4:2-5:14 - The new empire and its greatness
e 5:157:51 — Construction of the Beit haMikdash and the palace
e Chapter 8 — Dedication of Beit haMikdash
e 9:1.9 —King Solomon’s second vision, with a positive response to his two requests — continuing the line and
having the Shechinah in the Beit haMikdash.
e 9:10-28 - King Solomon’s actions for the security and economy of the kingdom, and how nations seek hm
e Chapter 10 - All that Gd has promised for King Solomon has come true
e Chapter 11 - Sin and punishment

8. Tentative Syllabus
o Chapter 1
o Why and how was King Solomon selected to be the next king2 And who knew about that selection?
King David's illness, and its message
Why did Adoniyahu revolt, and who joined him?
The role of Natan the Navi
The role and identity of Batsheva, the Queen Mother
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o Chapter 2

o King David wakes up?
o The three jobs King David leaves for King Solomon
o Adoniyahu and Batsheva, Round 2
o King Solomon Closes King David’s Arcs
e Chapter 3
o Marrying the daughter of the Pharaoh
o King Solomon'’s First Conversation with Gd
o The Wisdom of Solomon
o Splitting the Baby
e Chapter 4 - King Solomon’s Government
e Chapter 5 -
o The Power of King Solomon
o A Biblical Utopia, Part 1
o The role of the Beit haMikdash
o Why didn't King David Build the Beit haMikdash?
o Hiram, King of Tyre
e Chapter 6
o The structure of the Beit haMikdash
o King Solomon’s Second Conversation with Gd
e Chapter 7
o King Solomon’s Palace
o King Solomon’s Throne
o Chiram and Chirom
e Chapter 8
o The timing of the dedication
o King Solomon’s Prayer
o Chapter 9
o King Solomon’s Third Conversation with Gd
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King Solomon and Egypte

e Chapter 10
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A Biblical Utopia, Part 2
The Queen of Sheba
The Wealth of King Solomon

e Chapter 11
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King Solomon’s Thousand Wives, Part 1: Political Marriages?

King Solomon’s Thousand Wives, Part 2: Did they convert2
The idolatry allegation

King Solomon’s Fourth Conversation with Gd

King Solomon’s Satans

Achiyah haShiloni and Yeravam ben Nevat

Egypt Revisited

What we need to know first

9. Talmud, Bava Batra 15a

Yirmiyah wrote his book, Melachim and Kinot.
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10. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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To me, this book was not called “Shemuel” because he wrote it, but for two other reasons. First: The content of the book,
its stories and lessons all associate with Shemuel the Prophet... And second, for as | already mentioned in the introduction
to the Book of Joshua, logically, the stories of Eli and Shemuel, Judges of Israel, should have been included in the Book
of Judges, and the affairs of Shaul and David should have been included in the Book of Kings, but this book itself is
dedicated to the stature of the most complete and holy of the judges, Shemuel the Prophet, and the completeness of the
most elevated king, David, servant of Gd. To tell about Shemuel, it needed to tell about Eli the judge, who preceded
him, as well... And since Shemuel and David were the essential goal of this book, and it was right that it take its name
from only one of them, not both, for a book does not have two names, our Sages saw that it would be more fitting for
this book to be named for Shemuel than for David, due to his holiness... his piety... his prophecy...

11.Added reading ~ Divrei haYamim | 22-23, 28-29 Divrei haYamim Il 1-10

12. Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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Also, this book, Divrei haYamim, is not normally with the Jews in their study halls. | mention my own sin today: | never

read it in my life, and | never investigated it, from my birth until now...

13. Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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This prophet [Shemuel] intended to mention David's matters and his deeds which are listed... This is not for the purpose
of telling the story itself, like the books of chronicles composed by the nations, but for the purpose of learning the service
of Gd... These may be divided into four types: (a) Telling of his completeness, (b) Telling of his sins, (c) Telling of Divine
kindnesses and miracles performed for him, and (d) Revealing his sins and the punishments meted out to him...

14. Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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When this complete scribe [Ezra] saw that the tribes exiled to Assyria had been finished... and the daughter of Zion
remained... And he saw that Gd had given true monarchy to David and his descendants eternally, and that the other
kings who had reigned for Israel from the other tribes had not been in accord with Divine desire, and that in the future
only the monarchy of the house of David would remain... He thought to aid King David's stature by telling of his lineage,
and that of his tribe, and his matters and deeds, all of which would indicate his completeness. He also thought to speak
of the line of kings who came from his descendants...

15. Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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You should keep a great principle in your hand: Since the infent of this book is to inform us of King David's stature and
completeness, and not to include that which David did before his reign, which was not related to his monarchy, therefore
he only mentioned that which elevated him in his reign, and not his sins and that which he did after becoming king
which did not indicate his stature or completeness, certainly if it contained disgrace or impropriety...

16. How David's reign shapes Solomon’s reign
e The struggle for unity (Shemuel Il 2, 5, 19, 20)
e The Beit haMikdash
e Lliterary production
e Gd is with him
e Forty years
e Butl



