Fourteen Centuries #7: Rav Amram Gaon
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — rabbi@ecdp.info

Seder Rav Amram Gaon

1. Iggeret Rav Sherira Gaon #123
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And after him was Rav Natronai Gaon son of Rav Hilai Gaon son of Mar Rav Mari, for ten years. And after him was

Rav Amram bar Sheshna for eighteen years, and before that Rav Amram split from him and he was called Gaon and

he descended from him, and then he became leader as | have explained, and then he died.

2. Rabbi Shimon ben Tzemach Duran (1415t century Majorca/Algiers), Shu”t Tashbetz 1:142
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We have found recorded in Seder Rav Amram Gaon, at the start, “Ravna Yaakov son of Ravna Yitzchak sent us 20
gold coins which you sent for the yeshiva, five for us and fifteen for the fund of the yeshiva. And we have instructed and
blessed you with blessings which should be fulfilled with you and your children and the children of your children.”...
From this it appears that the practice was in the days of the Gaonim as well to designate a fund for the yeshiva.

3. Rabbeinu Tam (11t-12th century France), Sefer haYashar, Teshuvot 45:3
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And anyone who is not expert in Seder Rav Amram and Halachot Gedolot and Masechet Sofrim and Pirkei d'Rabbi

Eliezer and Rabbah and Talmud and the other works of Aggadah should not destroy the words of the early ones and

their practices, for they have a basis in matters which do not contradict our Talmud, but only add. And many of our

customs are from them.

4. Rabbeinu Yaakov (13th-14th century Spain), Tur Orach Chaim 131
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And the chazan says kaddish, and then he says Ashrei. And Rav Amram Gaon said, “And afferward he says Uva

['Tzion.” And so wrote the Rambam. And they did not mention Laminatzeiach. Now we say Ashrei and Ya’ancha,

because it includes elements of salvation.

5. Rabbeinu Yaakov (1314t century Spain), Tur Orach Chaim 135
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And my father the Rosh wrote, “And even if a kohen wants to honor his rebbe or someone greater than him to read first
on Monday and Thursday, he may. On Shabbat and Yom Tov, when many are in shul then he may not, lest people
quarrel.”...But Rav Amram wrote, “As long as there is a kohen, no Yisrael may read before him, even the nasi.” And
so wrote Rav Natronai, that even an ignorant kohen precedes a Yisrael who is a Torah scholar.

6. Tachanun, Seder Rav Amram Gaon
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7. Some of the HaRachamans from Seder Rav Amram Gaon
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Midrash Rabbah
8. Dr. Tamar Kadari, 729 2999w57 99w w9723 725907 NORYAY pp. 391-392
https://www.academia.edu/42878853/Tamar_Kadari_On_the_Redaction_of Midrash_Shir_haShirim_Rabbah_disse
rtation_Hebrew
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In the research there are four central approaches to the question of the target audience for which the material found in
midrashic compilations was formed.

e The first [approach] thinks that the compilations were formed primarily of midrashim stated before the broad
community. The collection of these materials by a later compiler does not change the fact that the material
presents oral lectures meant for a broad community of listeners.

e In another view, the compilations were formed from debates of scholars and their teachers between the walls of
the study hall. The material is meant for a narrow elite of scholars, and at a later stage it was collected and
formed via principles which resemble the style of learning in the study hall.

e A third approach is that the compilations were formed as a professional literature for speakers and teachers.
The midrashim are sourcebooks, meant to help prepare lessons for the community or for students. This approach
further narrows the target of the midrashim.

o A fourth approach is that the compilations of midrash combined various materials, but they do not represent the
sources from which they were combined. The midrashim represent primarily the work of the compilers and their
literary reasons and goals.
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