\'\9‘ By,

Ruth, Week 1: An Introduction

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Why study this Megillah?

1. Prof. Phyllis Trible, Two Women in a Man’s World: A Readling of the Book of Ruth, Soundings 59:3 (1976)
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41177998

A man’s world tells a woman’s story. With consummate artistry, the book of Ruth presents the aged Naomi and the
youthful Ruth as they struggle for survival in a patriarchal environment. These women bear their own burdens. They
know hardship, danger, insecurity, and death. No G-d promises them blessing; no man rushes to their rescue. They
themselves risk bold decisions and shocking acts to work out their own salvation in the midst of the alien, the hostile and
the unknown... One female has chosen another female in a world whose life depends on men. There is no more radical
decision in all the memories of Israel.

2. John Keats, Ode to a Nightingale
Thou wast not born for death, immortal Bird!
No hungry generations tread thee down;
The voice | hear this passing night was heard
In ancient days by emperor and clown:
Perhaps the self-same song that found a path
Through the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for home,
She stood in tears amid the alien corn;
The same that ofttimes hath
Charm'd magic casements, opening on the foam
Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn.

3. Juan Valera, Pepita Jimenez

| crowned them in my imagination with coronets and Oriental diadems; | clothed them in mantles of purple and gold,
and surrounded them with regal pomp like Esther and Vashti. | endowed them, like Rebecca and the Shulamite, with the
bucolic simplicity of the patriarchal age; | bestowed on them the sweet humility and the devotion of Ruth; | listened to
them discoursing like Aspasia, or Hypatia, mistresses of eloquence.

4. Richard Beer-Hofmann, Ruth und Boas
Like Gd's stars circling in their assigned orbits above us, you - David - must complete your course here below, carrying
on your assigned destiny.

5. Prof. Feivel Meltzer, Daat Mikra, Ruth, pg. 6, citing. S. D. Goitein
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They have already noted that all of the attributes that literary scholars have identified in a good story are found in this
megillah — whether in the harmonious balance of the different parts of the story’s structure, or in the description of events,
which evolve and are spiced with suspense, surprise and calm as one, or in the personalities of the figures mentioned
in the story as their deeds are examined, or in the lesson for future generations...

6. Midrash, Yalkut Shimoni Ruth 608
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Rabbi Chiya said: All of the verses in Ruth begin with a “Vav [and]”, other than eight verses...

Outline of the Megillah
7. Midrash, Ruth Rabbah 1:1
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/41177998

Rav said they were Barak and Devorah. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said they were Shamgar and Ehud. Rav Huna said
they were Devorah, Barak and Yael: “shofeit” is one, “shoftim” is two, “hashoftim” is three.

8. Talmud, Nazir 23b
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Rabbi Yosi son of Rabbi Chanina said: Ruth was the granddaughter of Eglon, king of Moav.

9. Talmud, Bava Batra 91a
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Rabbah bar Rav Huna cited Rav: Ivtzan is Boaz.

10. Malbim to Ruth 1:1
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“And it was, in the days of the shiput of the shoftim” — This presented the reason that motivated Elimelech to leave Israel,
for it was in the days of the shiput of the shoftim, regarding which Shoftim 17-18 say, “In those days there was no king
in Israel; each person did what was good in his eyes.” Also, there was not an individual shofeit for all Israel, in which
case the shofeit would lead the nation, for it was between one shofeit and another, when there were many shoftim, “The
willing would take action (Kings | 13:33),” and there was no fear of the shofeit upon the nation...

11. Prof. Feivel Meltzer, Daat Mikra, Ruth, pg. 6

1:1-5 Events in Moav

1:6-18 Naomi, Orpah and Ruth
1:19-21 Arriving in Beit Lechem
2:1-23 Harvest season

3:1-18 Ruth and Boaz in the Granary
4:1-12 Boaz at the City Gate
4:13-17 A Happy Ending

4:18-22 The Lineage of King David

12. Talmud, Bava Batra 14b
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Shemuel wrote his book, Shoftim and Ruth.

The Purpose of Megillat Ruth
13. Talmud, Megillah 14a
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Many prophets stood for the Jewish people — double the number of Jews who left Egypt! But prophecy which was needed
for the generations was recorded, and prophecy which was not needed was not recorded.

14.Devarim 23:4-5
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Amonite and Moabite shall not enter the congregation of Gd; even the tenth generation of theirs shall not enter the

congregation of G-d, ever, for they did not greet you with bread and water when you were leaving Egypt, and for they

hired Bilam son of Be'or against you...

15. Talmud, Yevamot 76b-77a
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How do we know [that a Moabite woman may marry a Jew]2 Rabbi Yochanan said: The verse says, “And when Shaul
saw David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to the general, Avner: Whose son is this youth, Avner2...
Doeg of Edom said to him: Before you ask about whether he is suitable for monarchy or not, ask if he is suitable to
marry into the nation or notl Why?2 For he comes from Ruth, of Moav!
Avner said to him: We have learned, “’Amoni’, not ‘Amonit’, ‘Moavi’, not ‘Moavit'l”... And the text gives its reason,
“for they did not greet you with bread and water,” and it is the way of men to greet, not the way of women to greet.
[Doeg replied:] The men should have greeted the men, and the women should have greeted the women!” [Avner] was
silent...
[Doeg] wished to proclaim against [David]. Inmediately, “And Amasa, son of a man named Yitra haYisraeli, who had
wedded Avigayil daughter of Nachash,” but it also says “Yeter haYishmaeli” — Rava said: He girded himself with his
sword like an Ishmaelite. He said, “Anyone who does not heed this law shall be stabbed with a sword. This is my
tradition from the court of Shemuel of Ramah: “’Amoni’, not ‘Amonit’, ‘Moavi’, not ‘Moavit'!”
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16. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra, Introduction to Ruth
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17.Rabbi Yehoshua Bachrach, n1o%» Hw max pp. 11-12
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18.Dr. Yael Ziegler, 15 5723 73001 9972, pg. 2
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19. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 2:2
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He tested David with sheep and found him a good shepherd, as Tehillim 78:70 says, “[And He selected His servant
David] and He took him from the pastures [nx231] of the sheep.” What are 8% nx?512 Like Bereishit 8, “And the rain
ceased [x75"1].” He held back the older [sheep] before the younger. He took out the younger to graze, so that they
would eat the soft grass. Then he brought out the older, so that they would eat the intermediate grass Then he brought
out the youths, who ate the toughest grass. Gd said: One who knows to herd sheep, each according to its strength,
should come herd My nation. Thus Tehillim 78:71 says, “From after the nursing sheep, Gd brought him to herd His
nation, Yaakov.”
And Moshe as well, G-d only tested him with sheep. Our sages said: When Moshe Rabbeinu herded Yitro’s sheep in
the wilderness, a kid fled from him, and he ran after it... He carried it on his shoulders and walked along. Gd said: You
have mercy when herding the sheep owned by flesh and blood thus, by your life you shall also herd My sheep, Israel.
Thus it says, “And Moshe was herding.”



20. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 2:3
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“And Moshe herded” — As in Mishlei 30:5, “Every Divine statement is refined” — Gd does not elevate someone before
testing him with a small matter, and only then does Gd elevate him. Two giants, Gd tested them with a small matter and
found them faithful, and then He elevated them to greatness. He tested David with sheep, and [David] led them only to
the wilderness, to distance them from theft. As Eliav said to David (Shemuel | 17:28), “With whom did you abandon
our small number of sheep, in the wilderness,” showing that David fulfilled the mishnah, “One may not raise small
animals in Israel.” Gd said to [David]: You are faithful with the sheep, come herd My sheep, as in Tehillim 78:71, “From
after the nursing sheep, Gd brought him to herd His nation, Yaakov.” And so with Moshe it says, “And he led the sheep
info the wilderness” to remove them from theft, and Gd took him to herd Israel, as in Tehillim 77:18, “You led Your
nation like sheep, in the hands of Moshe and Aharon.”

21.Talmud, Yevamot 79a
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"And the Givonim said to him: We have neither silver nor gold with Shaul and with his household, and we have no
man [to kill in Israel]... Let seven men of his children be given to us, and we will hang them before Gd."(Shemuel I
21:4-6) King David tried to appease them, and they would not be appeased. He said, "There are three signs for this
nation: Merciful, bashful, and generous... One who has these three signs is suited to cleave fo this nation."



