Medical Treatment on Shabbat # 16: Wound Care, Part 1

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — michael.torczyner@ yu.edu

Potential for infection

1. Talmud, Ketuvot 60a
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We learned in a braita: Rabbi Marinus said: One who is groaning may nurse milk on Shabbat. Why? It is ‘breaking

apart [the skin where the milk emerges]’ in an unusual way, and in a case of pain the rabbis did not make decrees. Rav

Yosef said: The law follows Rabbi Marinus.

2. Talmud, Yevamot 114a
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“Abba Shaul said: We used to nurse from kosher animals on Yom Tov.” What was the case? If there is danger [in not
nursing], it's permitted even on Shabbat! And if abstaining is not dangerous, then it's prohibited even on Yom Tov! No
— this is where there is pain, and he held that this is a case of ‘breaking apart’ in an unusual way. Shabbat carries a
death penalty, so the rabbis prohibited it. Melachah on Yom Tov is a lower-level prohibition, so the rabbis did not make
a decree.

3. Rabbi Yitzchak Alfast (Rif, 11t century Morocco/Spain), Shabbat 61a b’dapei Rif
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And if you will ask from Yevamot 114a... That is not a problem at all, for that case is within the view of Abba Shaul,

and the law does not follow him, for Rabbi Yosef ruled like Rabbi Marinus who said that even on Shabbat the rabbis

did not make the decree in a case of pain.

4. Tosafot (12-13t century Western Europe), Ketuvot 60a ma
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This is difficult for Rabbeinu Tam, from Yevamot 114a... And he explained that there it is a case of pain from hunger,
and here it is pain of illness which is closer to danger and they did not make a decree on Shabbat.

5. Rabbi Zerachyah Halevi (12t century France), Baal haMaor Shabbat 61a b’dapei Rif
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“Abba Shaul said: We used to nurse from kosher animals on Yom Tov.” And we conclude that this was a case of pain,
but not pain of illness, so that Rabbi Marinus is not problematic... But like a case in which his desire overpowers him,
and he desires it greatly. It is like Shevuot 26b, “One who swore not to eat a piece of bread, and was in pain over it
[and ate it], what is the law.” In such a case it is permitted on Yom Tov, prohibited on Shabbat... And this is clearer
than what the Rif wrote.

6. Ramban (13 century Spain), Milchamot Hashem to Rif Shabbat 61a b’dapei Rif
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This is not clear and not correct and the mind cannot accept it, for our masters would not have permitted a rabbinic

prohibition, close to a biblical prohibition, for the desires of lustful people, without pain of illness or something else. If

that were correct, you would uproot and break through the Sages’ fence in many places!...

7. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16 century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 328:4
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An internal wound need not be evaluated [to determine whether it is a threat]; even without experts, with the patient
saying nothing, we do for him all that we would normally do during the week. But when we know and recognize that it
can wait, and desecration is not needed, one may not violate Shabbat for him, even though the wound is internal.

8. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19-20th century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 328:16
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Meaning that they know clearly that the illness will not get worse by waiting until night, after Shabbat.

9. Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham (20t-21st century Israel), Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 328:4:17
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A surgery which is pushed off to Shabbat: A person needs an operation urgently, but the surgery could be pushed off
48-72 hours when there are patients with more urgent needs for surgery, and waiting would not add at all o the existing
danger, what is the rule when this happens on Shabbat and they could operate immediately? Are they obligated to do
the surgery, violating Shabbat, or just the opposite, are they obligated to wait until after Shabbate

See Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 328:4. And the Mishneh Berurah writes: “Meaning, they know clearly that the illness
will not get worse by waiting until night, after Shabbat.” And so wrote the Rashash: If we know clearly that we could
wait until the evening, then we should not violate Shabbat for nothing.

And | heard from my mentor Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth that in a case like this, when we could wait until after Shabbat
without adding any risk for the patient, one may not operate on Shabbat, and we should wait until after Shabbat.



