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Shemuel, Week 94: 19:19-24 — The Mission to Apprehend Dovid Fails
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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1. Ralbag to Shemuel | 19:20
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This prophecy was a sort of Divine inspiration, while still in control of their senses. It was as though Shemuel had
conveyed the spirit that was upon him, upon them.

2. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 19:19-20
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| think it means that each of the agents saw the band of prophets... that all of them were prophets, meaning that they
were speaking of what would be — that David would reign over all of Israel, and Gd would not empower Shaul to kill
him. When the agents saw this, and that Shemuel stood over them and upheld their words, the agents prophesied as
well, meaning that they began to stand apart and think, and they fell into it and they also prophesied what would be,
meaning, that David would reign, no matter what. And because of this they refrained from taking David, for they did
not want to send their hands against Gd’s anointed one, and they did not return to Shaul because they feared Gd and
rejected the words of Shaul.

3. Talmud, Megillah 14a
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Sarah [was a prophetess] as it is written, “The father of Milkah and the father of Yiskah.” Rabbi Yitzchak explained:

Yiskah is Sarah. Then why was she called Yiskahe Because she saw [sachah] with Divine inspiration, as it is written,

“Listen to everything Sarah tells you.”

4. Rashi to Shemuel | 19:24
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“And he also removed his clothing” - Royal clothing, to wear the clothing of the students.

5. Rabbi Avraham son of the Rambam, Responsum 24
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Removing his clothing was removing royal clothing, to leave the appearance of greatness and its garb and to enter the
form of poverty and lowliness. And this is a secret.

6. Rabbi Elchanan Samet, http://www.ybm.org.il/Admin/uploaddata/LessonsFiles/Pdf/ 11847 .pdf
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The fact that he removed the royal uniform and joined the prophets, as an act of surrender and desire to return to his

master Shemuel, testified that he accepted the authority of the prophet Shemuel.

7. Radak to Shemuel | 19:24
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When prophecy comes upon a person, his sensations end and he collapses, as it says with Bilam, “the one who falls

and his eyes are opened,” and with Daniel, “And | was sleeping on my face, my face downward.” And sometimes it

happens that he removes his garments because of the halting of his sensations and personal thoughts, remaining with

just the power of his intellect alone.


http://www.ybm.org.il/Admin/uploaddata/LessonsFiles/Pdf/11847.pdf

8. Rabbi Elchanan Samet, http://www.ybm.org.il/Admin/uploaddata/LessonsFiles/Pdf/11846.pdf
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What is the meaning of the parable, “Is Shaul also among the prophets,” and what do we learn from this regarding
Shaul2 Because the prophets were poor and degraded, the status of a prophet was not considered to be a high social
standing. In Chapter 19, this parable is stated mockingly, “Is King Shaul also associated with the degraded group of
prophetse” As opposed to Chapter 10, in which it is said with respect, “Can Shaul the simple farmer also merit the level
of prophecy?”...
If so, it appears that aside from the similar expression, there is a strong connection between the two stories. This
connection teaches us that Shaul actually reached Nayot b’/Ramah against his will, to return his charge - that spirit of
Gd which had overpowered him immediately after meeting Shemuel for the first time, and which had now left him.

9. Parallelse
o Bamidbar 22:22-35
e Melachim Il 1:2-17

10. Rabbi Elchanan Samet, http://www.ybm.org.il/Admin/uploaddata/LessonsFiles/Pdf/11843.pdf
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There is a difference between the situations, and the stories are not so similar. Achaziah son of Achav was not only the
son of wicked Izevel, but also a wicked king in his own right, and he pursued Eliyahu to kill him. Because of his illness,
he sent agents to Baal Zevuv first, to ask if he would heal, and only after that did he turn to Eliyahu, prophet of Gd. In
such a case, one should respond to the king correspondingly, meaning, the use of force by the king should be
reciprocated with the use of force by the prophet.
On the other hand, Shaul was a good man, just of shaken spirit, who admired and esteemed Shemuel. Shemuel also
felt this, but once David chose to hide with him, specifically, he was cast into an unpleasant situation. Neither Shemuel
nor Shaul wished to harm the other, and therefore the atmosphere was calmer, and the response to the agents was more
sympathetic.
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There is no doubt that fire is one of the main characteristics of his stormy way: Eliyahu established the entire nation’s
faith in the gathering at Mount Carmel via fire descending from Heaven, and he repeated the message in our story, “If


http://www.ybm.org.il/Admin/uploaddata/LessonsFiles/Pdf/11846.pdf
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| am a Man of Gd, let fire descend from the heavens and consume you and your men.” But it is not clear that this path
of intimidation aids in guiding Israel. Already at Horeb, between the gathering at Mount Carmel and the story of
Achaziah, Gd testified to Eliyahu, “Gd is not in the fire.” The story of the military officers testified that Eliyahu did not
infernalize that message, and therefore it was decreed that he leave the world — which he did with “chariots of fire and
horses of fire”...

In this chapter we separate from Shemuel, one of the greatest leaders to arise for the nation of Israel, and the parting
scene expresses the full power of this prophet. Shemuel, who succeeded in birthing in Israel a meaningful spiritual
revolution via his systematic work and his ability to connect with the nation, descends from the stage of history in a way
that arouses respect and esteem: dealing with opponents, who come from a negative direction, by elevating their
spiritual level and bringing them to prophecy. On the night that Shemuel was dedicated as a prophet, the text
emphasized, “And the word of Gd was rare in those days; there was no widespread prophecy.” At the conclusion of
that chapter it already says, “And Gd continued to be revealed in Shiloh, for Gd was revealed to Shemuel in Shiloh,
with the word of Gd.” It now becomes clear that Shemuel’s strength was to bring Israel to a high level of prophecy,
even to join regular people from the nation to bands of prophets.

Shemuel merit that part of Yoel ben Petuel’s prophecy would come true in his generation: “And after that, | will pour our
My spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters will prophesy.”

12.Talmud, Shabbat 104a
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What is the meaning of Mishlei 3:34, "For the scorners He will scorn, and to the humble He will show favour"2 One
who seeks impurity will be given the opportunity; one who seeks purity will be assisted.

13. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 11a
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