BEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

10 GENERATIONS
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R. Berel Wein, Pirkei Avos (pp. 186-7)

The ten generation from the first man until the great flood are to a great extent anonymous. The Torah says
little about them, about their leaders, and about the progress of their civilization. What does emerge from the
Torah is that these humans lost their way, forgot the truth about creation and the Creator, and descended into
a sea of immorality, corruption, robbery, abuse, and paganism . . . Nevertheless, the Lord had patience,
waiting for over sixteen centuries for the human race to right itself, before bringing the tragedy of the flood
upon it.

There are 2 lessons here: The obvious one is the Godly virtue of patience . . . the Lord waited 10 generations
even though there was no improvement between, let us say, the seventh and eighth generations, still He
waited . . . He waited not for His sake, but rather to set an example for the post-flood humans about the
necessity of patience and forbearance.

The second lesson concerns the value of one person, a lonely figure of righteousness engulfed in a mob of
malicious and mendacious evildoers . . . The world can exist for the sake of one good person who will appear
and push the process of civilization forward.
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