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10 GENERATIONS

 (1)('a dpyn 'd wxt) zea` iwxt
`iady cr oi`ae oiqirkn eid zexecd lky eiptl mit` jx` dnk ricedl gp cr mc`n zexec dxyr

 leand in z` mdilr

(my zea`) dpei epax
`iad seqle zexec mze` lk et` jix`de ,mdl rxl mdici iyrna edeqirkd mleky . . . epcnll `ae

 leand in z` mdilrepizelba aeygz ok .et` jix`n mlerl `l ikik mipye mini dnk :xn`z lal ,
 ,`ed mit` jx` ik et` mdl jix`i mlerl,zelba epgp`e dryxd zekln lrn ezng aiygrcz recie

minid zixg`a j` ,`ed lecb mit` jx` ik epriyeie epl`bie mdici dyrnke mlrtk mdl mlyi seqa ik
c`n epilc ik eingx epencwi xdne mipey`x zeper cwet.

R. Berel Wein, Pirkei Avos (pp. 186-7)
The ten generation from the first man until the great flood are to a great extent anonymous. The Torah says
little about them, about their leaders, and about the progress of their civilization. What does emerge from the
Torah is that these humans lost their way, forgot the truth about creation and the Creator, and descended into
a sea of immorality, corruption, robbery, abuse, and paganism . . . Nevertheless, the Lord had patience,
waiting for over sixteen centuries for the human race to right itself, before bringing the tragedy of the flood
upon it.
There are 2 lessons here: The obvious one is the Godly virtue of patience . . . the Lord waited 10 generations
even though there was no improvement  between, let us say, the seventh and eighth generations, still He
waited . . . He waited not for His sake, but rather to set an example for the post-flood humans about the
necessity of patience and forbearance.
The second lesson concerns the value of one person, a lonely figure of righteousness engulfed in a mob of
malicious and mendacious evildoers . . . The world can exist for the sake of one good person who will appear
and push the process of civilization forward. 

 (2)(ak:d ziy`xa) `xfr oa`
z` gp lr aezk oke ,(d ,bi 'xac) "eklz mkidl` 'c ixg`" mrhk midl`d z` jepg jldzie eilr azkp

:libxd enk gp jldzd n"ie .(h ,e '`xa) "gp jldzd midl`d"

(ak:d ziy`xa) b"qx
,midl`d z`miwl` z`xia 

(ak:d ziy`xa) epxetq
 eikxca jldzddwcva ezlefl aihdl

(.ci) dheq 'nb
xak `lde ?dpiky xg` jldl mc`l el xyt` ike ?eklz mkidl` 'd ixg` +bi mixac+ :aizkc i`n



 !`ed dlke` y` jidl` 'd ik +c mixac+ :xn`pd"awd ly eizecn xg` jldl `l`

(`:dk) dax ziy`xa
 `iryed xa `ng 'x xn` ",midl` eze` gwl ik eppi`e midl`d z` jepg jldzie"ly oqenih jeza azkp epi`

miryx ly oqenih jeza `l` miwicv jepg eai` x"` `edy cr d"awd xn` ,ryx minrt wicv minrt did spg
epwlq` ewcva

(ck:d ziy`xa) ipewfg
,eppi`e mixg`d itl mini xvw didy itl did `ly ink d`xp

(ck:d ziy`xa) g"x
execa cigi `edy iptne"'ebe eze` gwl ik eppi`e" ea xn`p jkitl 

(50 cenr `xiq oac `zia `tl` ,oiihypfii`) miyxcnd xve`
ocr oba miiga eqpkp mc` ipan miyp` mixne` yieza dizae ,xy` za gxqe jepg el xn` ?md in el xn` .

 :jl xtq` ip` l"` ?dnle l"` . . . mdxa` car xfril`e ,xev jln mxige drxtexeca wicv didy itl jepg
ocr oba ig `ede edenk did `ly 

 (` wxt) ux` jxc zkqn
ocr obl mdiiga eqpkp dryz. . . mdxa` car xfril`e ,giyne ,edil` ,jepg ,od eli`e ,

(`:dk) dax ziy`xa
dgiwl o`k dxn`p el exn` ,dnl mdl xn` ,jepgl dzin oi`ven ep` oi` el exn` ,eda` iaxl el`y miqxewit`
xn`p miyxec mz` dgiwll m` mdl xn` ",jy`x lrn jpec` z` gwel 'd meid ik" (a a mikln) oldl dxn`pe

,eda` iax oaiyd dti `negpz x"` ",jipir cngn z` jnn gwel ippd" (ck l`wfgi) oldl xn`pe dgiwl o`k
 ,jepga dzin oi`ven ep` oi` el dxn` iqei 'x z` dl`y dpexhnz` jepg jldzie" (d ziy`xa) xn`p el` l"`

eze` gwl ik dfd mlera eppi`e midl` eze` gwl ik eppi`e xne` `edyk ,jixack xne` iziid wzye "midl`d
midl` .

("mzeg igezt" - dncwd) q"zg z"ey
 . . . 'd z` erci xy` dlebq icigi eid did eiptl  zn`a ik'dl ezwiace ezweyz mvern xy`  jepgn lecb epl in

ipt z` micnerd mexna mexn `avn '`k zeidl dlrzpe mc` zeidln lcg zeceqid 'c zxag dliagd dcxtzp
ezxyl jlndxy`k dyer did d"r`` m` ik ,`l ,efd dlrn z` ribd `l eytp oexqge zezigt cvn `l j` . . . 
dl jepg dyr

 .l-`d ik`lnn zeidl `ed mb dlrzd ,mc` ipa zxagn envr cceazeznkga opeazd ik `ed ok dyr `l xy`e
iqirkne mi`hg miyp` zeaxz eixg` xi`yi exec iyp` z`e cala eytp z` mc`d milyiy 'd utg dl`a `l ik

'd eze` cnil dfd oeiqpd .leand xece jepg ly execl dxw xy` dxwnk ,eytp znlyda hrnl mc`l aeh ik
fr xziae z`y xzia 'd l` ezad` d`xn ef dcna fge`de . . . 'd ceak zeax ornl,


