Megillat Esther, Week 17: War and Peace and Celebration

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com

Structure of Chapter 9 R
9:1-4 Anticipating a Jewish victory

9:5-10 The victory, and the hanging of Haman's sons

9:11-14 Extending the battle in Shushan to the 14t of Adar

9:15-19 The battle and the celebration, in Shushan and beyond

9:20-23 Mordechai sends letters to Jews everywhere promoting the holiday, and the Jews accept it

9:24-28 Recap of the story, and the Jews accept it again?

9:29-32 Esther sends letters to Jews everywhere promoting the holiday, and it is recorded

War

1. Stephen Holden, The Purim Story, With Modern Overfones, NY Times May 19 ‘89

Amos Gitai's film "Esther'" faithfully retells the familiar biblical story celebrated in the Jewish festival of Purim, but gives
it a sharp contemporary resonance.

In the tale, Ahasuerus, the ruler of a kingdom stretching from India to Ethiopia, chooses as his new queen Esther, the
beautiful niece of Mordecai, who once prevented his assassination. When Haman, the Prime Minister, reports that
Mordecai refused to prostrate himself before him, he is given the authority to order the extermination of all the Jews in
the kingdom in a single day. Mordecai entreats Esther, whom he had once charged not to reveal her Jewish descent, to
call upon the King to rescind the orders. She succeeds brilliantly, the plans are canceled, and Haman is hanged on the
scaffold that had been built for Mordecai.

What is often omitted or downplayed in the tale - and what the film underscores - is the story's brutal ending in which
the Jews were given permission to massacre their enemies on the day that was to have been their annihilation. At Esther's
request, they were even granted an extra day of revenge. With its theme of vindictive retaliation emphasized, the story
foreshadows the cycles of escalating revenge and reprisal that keep the Middle East boiling.

2. A different story

e Picking a fight 8:5-8
e Spoils 9:10, 9:15, 9:16
o Targets 9:2, 9:5,9:15-16

3. Rashi to Esther 8:11
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“And to take their spoils as loot” as was recorded in the first [letters], but they “did not send their hand against the loot,”
showing everyone that this was not done for wealth.

4. Malbim to Esther 9:5
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Certainly, permission was not granted to the Jews to kill whomever they chose, for the scrolls only said, “to punish those
who attacked them.” And now that “no one stood before them” in the big cities, they only killed the oyvim whose enmity
for the Jews was well-known, threatening to harm them, but not the sonim (for the difference between the oyeiv and the
sonei is that the oye/V's enmity is open, and the hatred of the sonei is not open), only “And they did to their sonim as
they chose,” that they could degrade them and lower their status.

5. Prof. Yonatan Grossman, ?:7aman X9 maw pinRy
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Was Mordechai not appointed as the new official over Haman's office? In this office were found the plans for the
destruction, lists of those who helped and supported in every city, and the locations of the ammunition stores. More
important, Mordechai’s appointment to Haman's authority made him the new official over the royal army, which could
become involved during the battle on either side...
Logically, a more precise description of these events would depict them as a targeted killing, albeit over a broad area.
Since Mordechai had access to the lists Haman had prepared in advance, and since he knew where [Haman’s] men
were hiding, the general expression of “those who sought to harm them” had a specific address. Jewish fighters (and
presumably part of the Persian army, under Mordechai’s control) received precise guidance, and it is certainly possible
that they sought specific men who were Haman'’s right hand during his campaign of destruction.
It is then also clear why Esther sought to extend the search and targeted killing for another day in Shushan. Based on
information Mordechai had collected, there were more “enemies of the Jews” which they had not succeeded in reaching
on the first day. Logically, Haman had many supporters in Shushan (beyond his ten sons), and logically, they were now
hiding in various shelters. Esther sought to find them at this opportunity made available to the Jews; those three hundred
who were hiding were found and killed on the second day of fighting.

6. A gallows Yehoshua 12:9-24

7. Talmud, Megilah 16b

DY 735297 77X 223 DY IR LTI v09mY [1a7 °327] I 770wn 1IN LMK A HY 10277 713929 923 9 IR NI2N21 1910 mwia 9
957 TIPN RAN ROW 2RAVY XA 1035 2

All of the poems are written in half-brick atop full-brick and full-brick atop half-brick, other than this poem [of the sons of

Haman] and the kings of Canaan, which are half-brick atop half-brick, and full-brick atop full-brick. Why? So that there

should be no rising from their downfall.

Peace

8. Spontaneous and Commanded 9:19, 9:22

9. Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16t century Poland), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 695:4
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And if one sends portions fo his fellow, and [the recipient] doesn’t accept them, or forgives it, he has fulfilled his duty.

10. Rabbi Yisrael Isserlein (15th century Austria), Terumat haDeshen 111
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Question: People send their fellows clothing and blankets and the like on Purim; do they fulfill mishloach manot, or note
Answer: It appears that they do not fulfill their duty with these items, because it appears that the reason for mishloach
manotis so that each person will have sufficient means to fulfill the feast according to the law...

11.Rabbi Shlomo Halevi Alkabetz (16t century Israel), Manot Halevi to Esther 9:19

(https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx@req=39949&st=&pgnum=2)
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They make the fourteenth day [a day of] joy and feasting and Yom Tov and mishloach manotto each other, as they
acted as one person to gather, each with the other, the opposite of the false speech of “the foe and enemy” who said,
“one nation, scattered”...

12.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Megilah 2:15
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What is the obligation for this meal2 To eat meat and prepare a fine meal as one can afford... And one must send two

portions of meat or two kinds of cooked food or two kinds of food to his fellow...

13.Rabbi Asher Weiss (215! century Israel), Minchat Asher, Moadim, Purim 27:1
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It appears logical [to say] that they did not disagree regarding the halachic parameters of the mitzvah; everyone agrees

that giving the portions is for the needs of the meal, as per Terumat haDeshen... It appears that the Manot Halevi did

not write his words other than as an added reason, homiletically, as mussar, not as halachah...

And therefore it appears clear that Rabbi Moshe Isserles meant that one fulfills his duty not because he has fulfilled the

reason for the mitzvah, but that even though he has not fulfilled the reason for the mitzvah, still, he has fulfilled the

mitzvah for the Sages did not obligate him beyond sending. He cannot guarantee that his fellow will accept it...

14.Nechemiah 8:9-12

15. Mishnah, Beitzah 1:9 (14aq)
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Beit Shammai say: We only send portions of [prepared] food on Yom Tov. Beit Hillel says: We send domesticated and

wild species of animals, and birds, whether alive or slaughtered. We send wine, oil, flour and beans, but not grain.

And Rabbi Shimon permits grain.

16. Rambam and Rabbi Avraham ibn Daud, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Yom Tov 1:5-6
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Any melachah which could be done before Yom Tov, without loss or lack if it were done beforehand, the sages
prohibited doing it on Yom Tov — even if it is for eating... They did not prohibit transport on Yom Tov. All transport could
be done before Yom Tov, so why didn’t they prohibit this2 To increase joy of Yom Tov, so that people will be able to
bring back and forth all they want and complete their needs, without being as one whose hands are tied.
Raavad: They only said this because of sending portions and ke/im to each other... which honours the day more than
sending on the previous day.

The convoluted acceptance of this celebration (Prof. Yonatan Grossman)
e https://www.hatanakh.com/sites/herzog/files/herzog/imported/ 1 1-ester/23ester.rtf
e https://www.hatanakh.com/sites/herzog/files/herzog/imported/ 1 1-ester/24ester.rtf
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