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Shemuel, Week 127: 25:12-13 — Dovid’s Reaction ;5'\ %
R" Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ;‘ 5
1. Talmud, Sanhedrin 36a o it
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“Capital cases start from the side [meaning: the least judge]” — How do we know this rule2 Rabbi Achi bar Pappa cited
Shemot 23:2, “Do not answer upon the V' — Do not answer upon the rav. Rabbah bar bar Chanah cited Rabbi
Yochanan from here...

2. Radak to Shemuel | 25:13
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David and his associates judged him for capital punishment, and they agreed he was a rebel against the throne and
liable for death, for all Israel already knew that David had been anointed as king, and Naval had scorned him and
called him a slave...

3. Other examples?

e Shemuel | 11:1-2 Nachash and Yavesh Gilad

e Shemuel | 10:27/11:12 The people who rejected Shaul

e Shemuel 11 10:1-7 Chanun ben Nachash and Dovid’s agents
e Melachim Il 14:8-10 Yehoash of Yisrael to Amatziah of Yehudah

4. Ruth, David and Chesed  https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.ctm/994812/

5. David and Chesed

e Shemuel I 2:5-7 Yavesh Gilad

e Shemuel Il 9:1 Yehonatan's family

e Shemuel Il 10:2 Comforting the son of Nachash, King of Amon

o Shemuel I1 19:32-40 Rewarding Barzilai (and Melachim | 2:7)

e Shemuel | 25 Repelled by Naval

e Shemuel I1 12 The parable of the pauper and the wealthy neighbour

6. Talmud, Yevamot 79a
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"And the Givonim said to him: We have neither silver nor gold with Shaul and with his household, and we have no
man [to kill in Israel]... Let seven men of his children be given to us, and we will hang them before Gd."(Shemuel I
21:4-6) King David tried to appease them, and they would not be appeased. He said, "There are three signs for this
nation: Merciful, bashful, and generous... One who has these three signs is suited to cleave to this nation."

To Roast, or Not to Roast?
R” Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com

What if | don’t like Roast?
https://download.yutorah.org/2012/1053/Pesach_To-Go_-_5771_Rabbi_Torczyner.pdf

Table 1: Three kinds of Sacred Food

General Korbanot Meat from korbanot Eaten by anyone

Korban Pesach Meat from the korban pesach Eaten by anyone

Zroa, lechayayim, keivah Foreleg, jaw, and abomasum of all | Fafen by kohanim
oxen, sheep, goats

e
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The Korban Pesach must be roasted
1. Shemot 12:8
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And they shall eat the flesh on this night, flame-roasted and matzot, on marror, they shall eat it.

2. Mishnah Zevachim 5:8, 10:7
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The Pesach is only consumed at night, and only before midnight, and only by its members, and only roasted.
For all [korbanot], the kohanim may vary their consumption, to eat them roasted, stewed or boiled.

3. Talmud, Chullin 132b
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Rav Chisda said: The gifts given to the kohanim may only be consumed roasted, and only with mustard. Why?2 The
Torah says (Bamidbar 18), ‘I have given these for anointing,” meaning for greatness, as [anointed] royalty consumes.

4. Talmud, Bava Metzia 86b, and Rashi
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“And to the cattle Avraham ran” — Rav Yehudah cited Rav: “young cattle” is one, “soft” is two, “and good” is three...
And why three?2 One would have been enough! Rav Chanan bar Rava said: To feed them three tongues in mustard.
Rashi: “Tongues in mustard” - this is a delicacy of kings and nobles.

5. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Bikkurim 9:22
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And the kohanim only eat these gifts roasted, with mustard, as the Torah says, “/'moshchah” - as kings eat.

6. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Maaseh haKorbanot 10:10
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And one may eat these sacred items in any fashion. Even the kohanim may eat their portions — whether of lower level

or higher level korbanot - in any fashion, varying their consumption, eating them roasted, stewed or boiled.

Table 2: How we eat three kinds of Sacred Food

General Korbanot Meat from korbanot Any way we choose

Korban Pesach Meat from the korban pesach Roasted

Zroa, lechayayim, keivah Foreleg, jow, and abomasum of all | Roasted, with mustard
oxen, sheep, goats

7. Rabbi Chaim ibn Attar, Ohr haChayim to Shemot 12:8
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“[Fire-roasted] and matzah on marror” — The simple text, as we have seen, is that Hashem said it must be fire-roasted
and whole, efc. This shows the Divine will, to show greatness and freedom, and no one controls them. According to
this, the marror Gd commands is because those who eat roast eat something sharp with it, making it sweet for the palate
of those who eat it, and they eat it with great desire. Also, through this the great sweetness is recognized when marror
enters his mouth first. Also, it mentioned matzah as a detail which would prepare the palate for the roast to taste good.



The Messages of Roasting

8. Rabbi Yekutiel Yehudah Halberstam (the Klausenberger Rebbe), Divrei Yatziv Orach Chaim 204
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Roasted is the most elevated form of “/’moshchah” and the manner of greatness and authority. But in eating consecrated

items, where there is a command to eat the consecrated items... Since he does not enjoy roast but boiled, he may eat

it as he normally does, stewed or boiled, and this [also] fulfills “for elevation” even if it is not the most elevated. This is

also the manner of kings, eating what they desire and enjoy...

9. Talmud Sanhedrin 20b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Shemuel: A king is permitted to do everything listed in the section regarding the king. Rav

said: This section was stated only to intimidate them, as it is written, ‘You shall place a king upon yourselves’ - that his

awe should be upon you.

This is actually a debate of tannaim: Rabbi Yosi said: A king is permitted to do everything listed in the section regarding

the king. Rabbi Yehudah said: This section was stated only to intimidate them, as it is written, ‘You shall place a king

upon yourselves’ — that his awe should be upon you.

10. Rabbi Aharon halevi (13t century Spain), Sefer haChinuch 7
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This is why we are instructed fo eat it roasted, specifically, because princes and officers eat their meat roasted, as this is
good and tasty. The rest of the nation cannot eat but small amounts of meat, as they can afford, in boiled form so as to fill
their bellies. We eat the Pesach to remember that we departed to freedom, to be a kingdom of kohanim and a holy nation,
and so it certainly suits us to conduct ourselves in the manner of freedom and royalty in eating it. This is aside from the fact
that eating it roasted demonstrates haste, for they left Egypt and could not delay until the food would be boiled in a pot.

11. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook (20t century Israel), Haggadah shel Pesach
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Vegetables stir up and elevate hunger, and with it the experience of pleasure in dining; this would be inappropriate in

a life of asceticism and purity. But this [life of necessity, rather than pleasure] is only along the journey; our goal is to

achieve the peak of perfection, the glory of Divine peace...

12.Talmud, Sanhedrin 22b
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The king receives a haircut daily, the kohen gadol every Friday, a regular kohen every thirty days. Kings receive a

haircut daily, as Isaiah 33 says, “Your eyes shall see the king in his beauty.”

13.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 2:1
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We give the king great honour, placing his awe and fear in the heart of every man. Devarim 17:15 says, “You shall

surely place a king,” meaning that his awe should be upon you. One may not ride his horse or sit on his throne, and

one may not use his sceptre, nor his crown, nor any of his implements. And when he dies, all of his property is burned

before him.



14.Rabbi Shimon ben Tzemach Duran (15 century Algeria), Magen Avot Commentary to Avot 1:15
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Mustard is the way of nobility, as Chullin 132b says regarding the gifts given to the kohanim: Bamidbar 18:8 says, “To

you | have given them for mashchah,” for greatness, to eat them roasted, with mustard, as kings dine...

15. Rabbi Yosef Karo and Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16! century Israel/Poland), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 472:2
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Rabbi Karo: He shall arrange his table with the most beautiful tableware he can muster, and he shall prepare his seat

such that he will recline, in the manner of freedom.

Rabbi Isserles: Even a pauper who lacks cushions should sit on a bench.

16. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Torat ha’Olah 3:53
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Eating it raw is the meal of gluttony, and eating it boiled is the path of patience, but roast is derech eretz and the middle

path, the best of all ways. The Torah demonstrates derech eretz with the korban pesach...

When Freedom and Ceremony Collide
17.Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Commandment 89
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[Gd] commanded the kohanim to eat the meat of sacred items, meaning the chafat and asham which are of the most
sacred...

Table 3: Freedom vs. Ceremony

General Korbanot Meat from korbanot Any way we choose Freedom

Korban Pesach Meat from the korban | Roasted Ceremony
pesach

Zroq, lechayayim, keivah Foreleg, jaw, and | Roasted, with mustard Satisty both
abomasum of all oxen,
sheep, goats

Pesach: When Ceremony Wins
18. Talmud, Kiddushin 32b
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Rav Ashi said... If a king forgives his honour, his honour is not forgiven, as Devarim 17:15 says, “You shall surely place
a king upon yourselves,” that his awe should be upon you.



