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King Solomon’s Arc, Week 8: Chapter 2: King David's Lethal Instructions, Barzilai, Adoniyahu
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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2:5-10 Why didn’t Dovid execute Yoav and Shimi himself?

1. Talmud, Sanhedrin 49a
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He brought Yoav and judged him. He said to him: Why did you kill Avner?

Yoav replied: | am the redeemer of Asahel’s blood. He said: But Asahel was a pursuer!

Yoav replied: Avner should have saved with one of his limbs. He said: But he couldn’t have!

Yoav replied: If Avner could precisely strike his fifth rib... he couldnt strike one of his limbs?

He said: Let's leave Avner. Why did you kill Amasa? He said: Amasa was a rebel against the throne...

2. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1, Question 5
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David himself refrained from punishing him, saying when Avner died (Shemuel Il 3:39), “Today | am soft and anointed
as king, and these men, the sons of Tzeruyah, are tougher than | am. May Hashem pay the criminal according to his
crime.” As | explained there, he said this because Yoav did not kill them with witnesses and a warning, and therefore
he was not liable for capital punishment. The king could execute him without witnesses and a warning, since he knew
what had happened, but if he would refrain from it and leave the judgment to Gd, he would not be sinning in this...

3. ACurse Shemuel Il 3:29
4. A Scary Person  Shemuel Il 3:39

5. Radak to Melachim | 2:6
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Do not kill him until you find guilt for him, even though he is liable for death, for he fought the wars of Gd and he
performed good deeds, but he killed these two men for nothing.

6. The danger of Shimi Shemuel 11 19:18
7. ltis from Gd Shemuel 11 16:9-12

8. Radak to Melachim | 2:12
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“And it was established” — Once he killed these, who would have been a Satan for him. As it says after Shimi died,
“And the monarchy was secure in Solomon'’s hand.”

9. Abarbanel to Melachim | 2:5, 2:6, 2:8
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It appears to me regarding this, that our master David did not command Solomon to kill Yoav and Shimi for their first
sins, for which he did not kill them. And he did not set his son, young and soft and [newly] anointed as king, such
dangerous counsel to kill these men of chayi/ at the start of his reign. Rather, his thought and intent was to tell Solomon
what Yoav and Shimi had done against him, so that he would be careful of them and not give them power in his house,
lest they overpower him and do to him as they had done to [David]...
And after David told all that Yoav had done against him, he told his son Solomon, “Do according to your wisdom,”
meaning: Do not act according to his counsel, and do not think that he is a wise plotter and my general and that you
are young and soft and you would be right for being drawn after him. Do not act thus, but be strong and be a man and
do everything according to your wisdom and not according to his. And so that you will be careful of him, | will counsel
you and Gd will be with you, that you should not be at peace with him. And since he is ‘old and aged’, distance your
way from him and do not dwell with him in peace, but expel him, and then he will not control you as he controlled me...
For David saw that his son Solomon loved Shimi ben Gera, and he went with him and counselled him, and [Solomon]
was inclined after him, because he did not follow Adoniyahu, as it said (Melachim | 1:8), and he was concerned that
Shlomo might be drawn after his counsel and follow him greatly and place him over his house, as happens to the young
when they are drawn affer someone who favours them. And because Solomon did not know Shimi’s ways, and did not
know his bad traits, his father David feared that Shimi may harm the trusting Solomon. Therefore, he instructed him not
to punish him for cursing him, but he warned Solomon not to be drawn after him. Thus he said, “Behold, with you is
Shimi ben Gera, etc.” Meaning: | see that Shimi ben Gera is your friend and counselor, as Berachot 8a says that Shimi
taught him Torah. But | know, my son, | know that you should not trust him...

2:7 _ Be good to Barzilai’s children
10. Remember the backstory ~ Shemuel Il 17:27-29 and 19:32-40

11.Dr. Yael Ziegler, 11 51993 7an01 2972, pg. 2
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One may say that the two different explanations cited earlier [for why Megillat Rut was canonized] blend well, and in
practice they suggest a single approach to explaining the purpose of Megillat Rut. By this read, the goal of Megillat Rut
is to justify the purity of David's lineage, accomplishing this by detailing the way that Ruth, the Moabite woman of this
story, exemplified chesed, and involved herself in consistent and selfless giving to others...
It is correct that Ruth’s self-nullification is not something Judaism demands of every Jew, but it is a clear requirement
when speaking of our leader. Not only do we expect this from our leader, but it is a prerequisite for establishment of
the monarchy. Without Ruth at the helm, without someone who is equipped to give in a clear and selfless way to others,
the monarchy is not a promise or vision of plenty, but a dangerous threat, a terrifying future, a recipe for lawlessness,
corruption and tyranny.

12. Midrash, Ruth Rabbah 2:14
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Rabbi Zeira said: This megillah does not contain impurity and purity, prohibition and permission, and it is written only
to teach you the great reward for those who practice chesed.



13.Ruth, David and Chesed  https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/994812/

14.David and Chesed

o Shemuel Il 2:5-7 Yavesh Gilad

o Shemuel Il 9:1 Yehonatan's family

e Shemuel Il 10:2 Comforting the son of Nachash, King of Amon

e Shemuel 11 12 The parable of the pauper and the wealthy neighbour
e Shemuel | 25 Repelled by Naval

15. Talmud, Yevamot 79a
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"And the Givonim said to him: We have neither silver nor gold with Shaul and with his household, and we have no
man [to kill in Israel]... Let seven men of his children be given to us, and we will hang them before Gd."(Shemuel |I
21:4-6) King David tried to appease them, and they would not be appeased. He said, "There are three signs for this
nation: Merciful, bashful, and generous... One who has these three signs is suited to cleave to this nation."

2:13-25 Adoniyahu’s stunt — foiled by Batsheva?
16. Mishnah Sanhedrin 2:2
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One may not marry the king's widow. Rabbi Yehudah said: A king may marry the widow of the previous king, as David
married Saul's widow.

17.Two other cases
o Shemuel Il 3:6-8 Avner accused
e Shemuel Il 16:20-22  Avshalom

18. Abarbanel to Melachim | 2:22
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19. Malbim to Melachim | 2:15
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20. Malbim to Melachim | 2:23
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21. Abarbanel to Melachim [ 2:18
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22. Malbim to Melachim | 2:19
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23.Radak to Melachim | 2:22
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