Is There a Mitzva to Live in Eretz Yisrael Today? vonatan shai freedman
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And you should drive out the inhabitants of the land, and dwell therein; for to you have | given the land to possess it.
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Mishna All may force their family to ascend to Eretz Yisrael, i.e., one may compel his family and household to immigrate to
Eretz Yisrael, but all may not remove others from Eretz Yisrael, as one may not coerce one’s family to leave. Likewise, all may
force their family to ascend to Jerusalem, and all may not, i.e., no one may, remove them from Jerusalem. Both men and
women may force the other spouse to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael or to move to Jerusalem...
Gemara... The Sages taught: If the husband says that he wishes to ascend, i.e., to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael, and his wife says
that she does not wish to ascend, one forces her to ascend. And if she will not do so, as she resists all attempts to force her to
make the move, she is divorced without receiving her marriage contract, i.e., she forfeits her rights to the benefits outlined in
the marriage contract. If she says that she wishes to ascend to Eretz Yisrael and he says that he does not wish to ascend, one
forces him to ascend. And if he does not wish to immigrate, he must divorce her and give her the marriage contract. If she
says that she wishes to leave Eretz Yisrael, and he says that he does not wish to leave, one forces her not to leave. And if she
does not wish to stay in Eretz Yisrael and resists all attempts to force her to stay, she is divorced without receiving her marriage
contract. If he says that he wishes to leave Eretz Yisrael and she says that she does not wish to leave, one forces him not to
leave. And if he does not wish to stay in Eretz Yisrael, he must divorce her and give her the marriage contract...
In relation to the basic point raised by the mishna concerning living in Eretz Yisrael, the Sages taught: A person should always
reside in Eretz Yisrael, even in a city that is mostly populated by gentiles, and he should not reside outside of Eretz Yisrael,
even in a city that is mostly populated by Jews. The reason is that anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael is considered as one
who has a God, and anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is considered as one who does not have a God. As it is
stated: “To give to you the land of Canaan, to be your God” (Leviticus 25:38). The Gemara expresses surprise: And can it
really be said that anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael has no God? Rather, this comes to tell you that anyone who
resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is considered as though he is engaged in idol worship...
The Gemara explains: That verse is necessary for that which was taught by Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, who said:
Why are these three oaths (Song of Songs 2:7, 3:5, 8:4) needed? One, so that the Jews should not ascend to Eretz Yisrael as a
wall, but little by little. And another one, that the Holy One, Blessed be He, adjured the Jews that they should not rebel
against the rule of the nations of the world. And the last one is that the Holy One, Blessed be He, adjured the nations of the
world that they should not subjugate the Jews excessively.
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