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Shemuel, Week 80: 17:52-58 — David who2 And a Summary of Chapter 17
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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Why doesn’t Shaul know David?

Who says this@ What was Shaul asking? Explaining Avner
1 | Radak’s father Does David have lineage mighty enough for this? Yishai is already aged
2 | Malbim Does David have appropriate lineage for my Doesn't know Yishai
daughter?
; P — ; ;
3 | Ralbag, Abarbanel Who is Powd. Due to a king’s schedule and/or | Doesn’t ‘wan’r to insult Shaul
ruach ra’ah (Daat Mikra)

4 | Malbim from mystics | Who is David2 Due to a mystical change in David | -

5 | Yevamot 76b Is David my replacement@ Forgot
5b | Prof. Ruth Walfish David is my replacement! This is for kings to deal with
6 | R” Menachem Leibtag | Who is David? This is before the musical role Doesn’t know David

1. Ralbag to Shemuel | 17:55
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It appears that the king, in his many dealings and the many people who came before him, could not recognize each of

them individually. And it is clear from David’s answer to him, that Shaul’s question was only to know who he was.

2. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 17:55
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Or one could say that Shaul, due to his involvements and due to the ruach ra’ah in him, forgot who David's father was.

Even though he recognized [David], as he served him regularly, he forgot who his father was. Thus you see that he did

not ask who the youth was, but whose son he was.

3. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:55
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The mystics (2) say... When the Divine light is manifest, its light breaking forth like the morning upon a man of the spirit,
then he is changed into someone else, the skin of his face radiating light, and glory and beauty are before him...

4. Talmud, Yevamot 76b
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But did he not know him? It says “And he loved him greatly, and he was a bearer of implements for him!” Rather, he
asked about David’s father. But did he not know his father? Doesn’t Shemuel | 17:2 say, “And the man was old in
Shaul’s day, entering among men,” and Rav or Rabbi Abba explained: This is Yishai, father of David, who entered with
an entourage and exited with an entourage! This is what Shaul was saying: Is he from Peretz, or is he from Zerach? If
he is from Peretz, he will be a king, for the king breaks through [poreitz] to make a path and none may protest. If he is
from Zerach, he will just be someone important.
Why did he say, “Ask about him”2 For it is written, “And Shaul clothed him in his madim,” according to his measure.
And it says of Shaul, “From his shoulders and up, he was taller than the entire nation.”



Doeg of Edom said to him: Before you ask about whether he is suitable for monarchy or not, ask if he is suitable to
marry into the nation or not! Why? For he comes from Ruth, of Moav...

5. Professor Ruth Walfish, -1 R""»ws w7 19, Megadim 32 (5760), pp. 64-65
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Why does the text devote a relatively large number of verses to clarifying David's identity2 Why is the timing of the first
clarification mentioned, as well as the timing of the second clarification? Why doesn’t Avner carry out Shaul’s order,
and instead he brings David to him? It appears that the entire passage is shrouded in mystery. A sharp question which
arises is: Is it possible that Shaul would send someone into a fateful battle without knowing his name?...
In an attempt to understand the intent of the verses, one should check whether there are other scriptural descriptions
which resemble the passage under discussion. Indeed, there are at least two encounters in which the figures wonder
about the identity of the other: The encounter of Yaakov and the malach (Bereishit 32:28-32) and the encounter of
Manoach and the malach (Shoftim 13:17-23). The first source appears more similar to ours, for it includes an element
of battle... The questions revolve around the subject of identity because here the true identity of Yaakov as Yisrael is
established. And specifically, the “man” representing Esav, as per the midrash, declares the change of name. It is clear
that we are talking about a miraculous event, not bound to the rules of the earthly game, even though the Torah does
not declare this explicitly.
Here, too, the identification of David is presented in terms which are realistic, as it were, but in practice they do not
match reality as we know it. The situation, the set, the figures, act as though in a normal way, but with all of this, beneath
the surface, another drama is taking place: specifically at this time, as David goes out to battle, Shaul and Avner begin
to grasp that this is not only a battle between David and Goliath, but also between David and Shaul.
Perhaps this is why Avner declines to directly ask David whose son he is, as instructed by Shaul. The direct confrontation
must take place between the current king and the future king (as per Chapter 16). Avner waits for the end of the battle
to stand David before Shaul, so that the king himself will ask the question.

6. Rabbi Menachem Leibtag, "8 9927 12971 7v http://asif.co.il /2wpfb_dI=4612

7. Divrei haYamim | 29:29
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And the words of King David, the first and the last, are recorded on the words of Shemuel the Seer, and on the words
of Nathan the Prophet, and on the words of Gad the Visionary.

8. Talmud, Bava Batra 15a
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“Shemuel wrote his book” — But it says, “And Shemuel died”! Gad the Visionary and Nathan the Prophet concluded it.

9. Gad and David Shemuel | 22:5; Shemuel Il 24:11; Divrei haYamim | 21:9
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The timeline, according to Rabbi Menachem Leibtag
Shemuel | 15 Shaul loses the kingdom due to his actions in the war with Amalek
Shemuel 1 16:1-13 Shemuel anoints David, ending Shaul, and goes home
Shemuel | 17:1-54 David defeats Goliath
Shemuel | 17:55-18:1 David meets Shaul after defeating Goliath
Shemuel | 18:2 Shaul takes David to be with him — no longer running supplies, but at the battlefield
Shemuel | 16:14-23 Shaul takes David to be his musician

Review Questions

Overview

1) Is Chapter 17 soon after Chapter 16, or much later2

2) With so little attention paid to the actual fight between David and Goliath, what is this story really about?
3) Why is Yishai’s family re-intfroduced in 17:12-142 We met them in 16!

David’s Identity

4) What does Goliath represent to us?

5) Why is Dovid not intimidated?

6) Why does David mention his victories over the lions and bears?
7) Why does David take Goliath’s head?

David’s Arc
8) What do we learn from the similarity between David’s errand and Yosef's errand in Bereishit 372
9) Why does David refuse the armour?

Shaul’s Arc

10) Why does Shaul offer his daughter to a random successful warrior2
11) Why does Shaul offer armour?

12) Why doesn’t Shaul know Dovid when he attacks Goliath?

The Battle

13) What arguments does Malcolm Gladwell bring to argue that David had the advantage?
14) Based on the text rather than Malcolm Gladwell, does David have the advantage?

15) How does David's rock succeed in killing Goliath, per classic commentaries?

Other
16) Why does Eliav scold David?
17) Why do the Plishtim flee, if Goliath said the loser would become slaves?

Chapter 18
18:1-5 David, Shaul and Yehonatan
18:6-9 David, Shaul and the Nation

18:10-16 Shaul fears David

18:17-19 David Refuses Meirav
18:20-24 Michal is Interested
18:25-27 David Marries Michal
18:28-30 David and Shaul Deteriorate



