Medical Treatment on Shabbat Il #16: Skincare, Part 4 / Concern for Health Beyond Shabbat, Part 1

R” Mordechai Torczyner — michael.torczyner@yu.edu

Continuing in the Three Leniencies

1. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20t-21st century Israel), mnsoms naw nasmw (31d ed.) 33:14
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A bandage on which ointment is spread, one may place it on the patient’s body or on a wound which is causing great

pain to the point that the whole body is weak... And one may place a bandage on ointment that is on a person’s body,

and there is no concern even if this causes the ointment to be smeared.

2. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach cited in R’ Neuwirth (20th-21st century Israel), insbas naw nasmw (379 ed.) 33 (70)
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Even though the ointment is smeared by placing the bandage, one could say that it is memareiach with a shinui. Further,
his intent is only that the ointment should spread everywhere, not to smooth it. Also, one may place a little ointment in
this spot and a little in another spot, and then place the bandage, because he does not have any interest in smoothing
the ointment and making it even in all of the places.

3. Rabbi Dovid Ribiat, The 39 Melochos, #29 Memachaik/Smoothing, pg. 923
The ointment should not be applied to the Bandaid first, for fear that one will forgetfully smear and spread it on the
gauze.

Skincare: 7991
4. Talmud, Shabbat 51b, with Rashi
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One may not crush snow or ice on Shabbat to make its liquid flow...
Rashi: “One may not crush” — breaking info fine pieces...
Rashi: “To make its liquid flow” — because this is molid on Shabbat, and it is like melachah, creating this liquid.

Application
5. Two questions

e s it prohibited due to memareiach or molic?
o s it prohibited because it is medical treatment and the individual is not a 71190 12 PXw 7211 or worse?

6. Psoriatic arthritis, https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/13286-psoriatic-arthritis

Psoriatic arthritis can affect any joint in your body. Your symptoms can be mild — only a small amount of pain and
stiffness with few signs of psoriasis on your skin. More severe psoriatic arthritis flares can make it hard or impossible to
move and use your joints and will cause larger patches of psoriasis on your skin.

Concern for Health Beyond Shabbat #1: Shortterm and Somewhat Predictable

7. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16 century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 328:4
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An internal wound need not be evaluated [to determine whether it is a threat]; even without experts, with the patient

saying nothing, we do for him all that we would normally do during the week. But when we know and recognize that it

can wait, and desecration is not needed, one may not violate Shabbat for him, even though the wound is internal.
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8. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19-20th century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 328:16
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Meaning that they know clearly that the illness will not get worse by waiting until night, after Shabbat.

9. Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham (20t-21st century Israel), Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 328:4:17
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A surgery which is pushed off to Shabbat: A person needs an operation urgently, but the surgery could be pushed off
48-72 hours when there are patients with more urgent needs for surgery, and waiting would not add at all fo the existing
danger, what is the rule when this happens on Shabbat and they could operate immediately? Are they obligated to do
the surgery, violating Shabbat, or just the opposite, are they obligated to wait until after Shabbat?
See Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 328:4. And the Mishneh Berurah writes: “Meaning, they know clearly that the illness
will not get worse by waiting until night, after Shabbat.” And so wrote the Rashash: If we know clearly that we could
wait until the evening, then we should not violate Shabbat for nothing.
And | heard from my mentor Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth that in a case like this, when we could wait until after Shabbat
without adding any risk for the patient, one may not operate on Shabbat, and we should wait until after Shabbat.

10. Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham (20t-21st century Israel), Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 301:13:4
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And one may also go out with a bag tied to him, since its connection to the catheter tube also prevents the possibility of

bladder infection and it prevents physical pain. And so Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach permitted, since the possibility

of infection is more important than physical pain...

11.Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20th-21st century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k’Hilchatah 35:4
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One may cut the ends of an infected wound to prevent development of inflammation.

12. Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham (20t-21st century Israel), Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 321 a9 #28
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For a dangerously ill patient — e.g., his hand or finger was cut off — one might be permitted to reattach them even on
Shabbat, since otherwise there would be a need to desecrate Shabbat to prevent danger of infection and the like...

13. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20t-21st century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k'Hilchatah (newest edition) 32:11:6, 8
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In these cases one should treat the patient like a choleh sheyesh bo sakkanah even before a doctor has established it:
(6) A deep wound or deep cut caused by a knife or another iron [=metal] implement; a strong blow from iron or another
heavy object, such as a stone; a cut which is likely to become infected; a wound which became soiled by dirt or anything
else that could convey infection; and any wound which could become dangerous if not properly treated.
(8) An infected wound which causes inflammation or which causes infection in the lymph nodes behind the ears, in the
armpit, in the groin or in the neck; and any wound from which a red line emerges, and there is concern for infection.



