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Shemuel, Week 145: 28:11-192 — Summoning Shemuel / Shemuel’s Rebuke & 2
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ":';}‘ '5
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28:15-19 Shemuel’s message (continued)
1. Abarbanel to Shemuel Il 21:1
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Many Jews also died with Shaul in the war, because they also deserved to die, for not protesting against Shaul’s murder
of the kohanim as they protested against killing Yehonatan...

But why were the sons killed for the sin of their murderous father? Our Sages have already addressed this, “And Rabbi
Yochanan said: Better for a single letter of the Torah to be uprooted, rather than have the Name of Heaven desecrated
in public.”

According to the simple explanation and straight logic, we could answer this by saying that when the Torah said,
“Fathers shall not be executed for sons, and sons shall not be executed for fathers,” that was a warning to a rabbinical
court, in human jurisprudence, not to do this. It cannot be understood to apply to Divine jurisprudence, for He accounts
the sin of fathers upon children and upon grandchildren, to the third and fourth generation. If so, the difference is
between “little justice” and “great justice”.

And if you will ask: Why are Divine law and the human jurisprudence He commanded not the same? | will respond that
Gd decreed that in His law sons be punished for fathers because they are part of the father, bone of his bones and flesh
of his flesh. And since punishment provides ethical instruction for people, for they will hear and fear and not dare to do
it again, it makes sense that even after the sinner dies, “children will be distant from salvation,” they shall be punished
for his sin and crushed in the gate with none to save them, for this is a great punishment that will reach the deceased
fathers, and their souls will grieve for them, for without a doubt the pleasure and success of children, and their pain,
reaches the fathers after their deaths, as is taught in many biblical verses.

It is appropriate fo believe that a righteous son would not be punished for his father’s guilt; it would be a desecration
for Gd to perform injustice, and Gd does not cheat anyone of their reward. But because Gd examines hearts and
investigates innards, when He sees that the sons of the wicked are also a rebellious generation, a generation that is not
pure in His eyes, and they hold to the deeds of their ancestors, He punishes them for the sins of their ancestors. The two
matters join, meaning, punishing them for their fathers’ sins and eliminating thorns from the vineyard and the wicked
will disappear from the earth. And because this examination is only conducted by Gd, for He knows the hidden heart,
therefore, it is only for the great justice before His throne to punish sons for the sin of their fathers when they are also
wicked and sinful before Him, or by nature they are set to sin...

2. Talmud, Sanhedrin 27b

JT02 TPNIAR WA PITIRYD ant 1"'0%12 5 MaR Py 710" 22057 287 MAR 12 001
But how could you really say children will not die for their parents’ sins? It is written, ‘He remembers the sins of the
parents on their children!’ That is where they hold on to their parents’ sins.
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3. What happened here?

Real Gemara/Midrash, Radak, Sefer halkkarim

Fake Rav Shemuel ben Chofni Gaon (cited in Radak)
Hashem made it work here  Rav Saadia Gaon and Rav Hai Gaon (cited in Radak)
Shaul’s prophecy Ralbag

Sheidim Abarbanel

The Hylic Intellect Malbim

4. Talmud, Shabbat 152b-153a
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A min said to Rabbi Avahu: You say that the souls of the righteous are stored beneath the Divine throne. How did that
famei ov summon Shemuel? He replied: That was within the twelve months, as it is taught, “All twelve months, his body
remains and his soul ascends and descends. After twelve months the body is gone, and the soul ascends and never
descends again.”

5. Radak to Shemuel | 28:24
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And we have seen a debate among the Gaonim in this matter. All of them agree that the deeds of an ov are Aeve/ and
emptiness and ridicule. But some of them say that Shemuel did not speak with Shaul, and Gd forbid, Shemuel never
ascended from his grave and did not speak. But the woman did all of it with trickery, for she immediately realized that
he was Shaul... And the way of the ov is to bring someone to speak from a secret place in a low voice. When Shaul
came to ask of her, and she saw that he was upset, and she knew that the next day he would go to war, and all Israel
was in a great panic, and she knew what Shaul had done in killing the kohanim of Gd, she put the words stated in the
section in the mouth of the speaker... And when he said, “Tomorrow you and your sons will be with me,” that was from
logic. This is the explanation of Rav Shemuel ben Choni Gaon z”l. And he said, “Even though the implication of the
Sages’ words in the Talmud is that the woman truly resurrected Shemuel, those words could not be accepted when logic
contradicts them.”...
How could Shaul, a sage and king, who had with him great sages, not realize it if the ov's deeds were performed by
a man speaking from a secret place? And who says he erred in this2 The mind could not accept this.

6. Radak to Shemuel | 28:24
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The Gaonim Rav Saadia and Rav Hai z”1 said it is true that it is unlikely that the woman would know the future, and that

she could resurrect the dead with the ov's knowledge. But the Creator resurrected Shemuel so that he could tell Shaul all

that was going to come upon him. The woman, who knew none of this, was shocked, as it says, “She cried out in a

great voice.”...

One should be surprised at these words of the Gaonim. If Gd resurrected Shemuel to tell Shaul what would come upon

him, why didn’t He tell him via dreams, the urim vtummim, or the prophets, but via an ov2



7. Rabbi Yaakov Medan, Daniel: Galut v'Hitgalut, pg. 40

7712V T2V ,0°0W PR DR M2 On2W 2OVAN 7039 UIOW ,2WIR 90w RYR IR RIT 020 DW I9A1T 1000w 1¥RITIIAI Pw In2wn Do oy
DIIPM 70T KD 03,7 1207 7"2p0 PRI QTR 4V L2123 RD? Lynd 097 oW Ny 593,077

With all of Nevuchadnezzar's importance as the visible ruler of the world, he was only the lowest of people. Other than

for a few moments when he praised the Gd of the Heavens, he worshipped idols, practiced immorality and spilled blood

almost without limit. Gd will not have direct communication, even in dreams, with such a man.

8. Ralbag, Commentary to Shemuel | 28:8
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9. Ralbag, Commentary to Shemuel | 28:19
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10. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Commentary to Shemuel | 28:11
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And after these introductions, | say that sorcery does not, in my view, affect the soul of a complete person after his death.
Gd forbid, that the soul of Shemuel the prophet, bound in the bond of life with Hashem, could be brought back to its
dust and removed from its Eden by the ov, and certainly via &ishufand the force of tumah. Further, that would then be
resurrection of the dead, or a new creation, and not sorcery. But this was only assignment of the force of a sheid to the
body of a deceased person, and because Shemuel’s body (after its godly soul separated from it) was like anyone else’s
body (see the first infroduction), it would not be impossible for the ov to raise it, meaning to use wisdom to assign the
force of a sheid to his body and make it adhere to it, for this is true sorcery (see the third introduction). And since a
sheid knows the future and can tell it, the future could be known via the ov (as in the second introduction)...

11. Malbim to Shemuel | 28:12
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The soul which is sent from above leaves immediately upon a person’s death, returning to the Gd who gave it. But the
hylic spirit which is born with the body does not leave until the body ceases in the grave, after twelve months, as per
Shabbat 152b, “All twelve months it ascends and descends,” for it has an inherent connection with the body. And as
long as the alchemy has not happened, via the tempering and purification as the body deteriorates and its parts
disintegrate, it is still below, and the ov has the power to control it. It has the power to speak the future, via sorcery...

28:20-25 The Aftermath
12.Rabbi Amnon Bazak, 'a 717 pwa »xw

Shemuel | 28:22 Bereishit 18:3 The plea to come eat
Shemuel | 28:22 Bereishit 18:5 Eat bread and gain strength
Shemuel | 28:24 Bereishit 18:6 The fat calf

Shemuel | 28:24 Bereishit 18:6 Kneading and baking
Shemuel | 28:25 Bereishit 18:16 Get up and leave
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13.Radak to Shemuel 1 28:19
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14.Talmud, Berachot 12b
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15. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 26:7
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