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Ruth, Week 11: Eishet Chayil / “Six Barleys”?

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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3:10-15 Boaz Reacts (continued)

1. Dr. Yael Ziegler, vz 8% nyzn
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Boaz's clarification of Ruth’s identity is especially surprising here, considering the loaded sexual atmosphere and the

fact that women were viewed as sexual objects during the era of the Judges. Boaz's question had precisely the opposite

result for Ruth. It enabled Ruth to restore her identity, elevating her to something more than a sexual object.

2. Shemot 18:21, Melachim | 1:42, Shemuel Il 24:9, Divrei haYamim | 26:8, Yirmiyah 15:13
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And you will see from the nation anshei chayil, Gd-fearing, men of truth who despise profit
[Yoav] was still speaking, and Yonatan ben Evyatar haKohen came, and Adoniyahu said, “Come, for you are an /sh
chayil, and you will speak good news.”
And the Jews were 800,000 /sh chayil, swordsmen...
And their brothers were ish chayil, with strength to work.
| will give your chayi/ and your storehouses to be despoiled, not sold for a price...

3. Radak to Melachim | 1:42
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You are a man of chayi/- meaning, energetic and good

4. Mishlei (Proverbs) 31:1-9

5. Talmud, Berachot 10a
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Rabbi Yochanan cited Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai: What is the meaning of, “She opened her mouth with knowledge,
and the Torah of generosity is on her tongue2” Opposite whom did Shlomo recite this sentence?

6. lbn Ezra to Mishlei 31:1

7729 17799 1°2R DA MR VAW N2 1K N0 IRI 901 772905 DY PAR 1707 %D YOI 1907 nnna
The beginning of the book said his father rebuked him for wisdom; here it says his mother, Batsheva, rebuked him after
his father died, to teach him wisdom.

7. More on the connection of Mishlei 31 and Ruth  https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm /744924 /

8. Malbim to Mishlei 31:10
SY .93 T2 0"y NIWIRD MO NI2W MITA TIPN WO N WA L,ITANN MAWIRA MO MW MTAY NINM WO N WA
MY AMKR MIPY TXW AW 7707 200107 I AR CIWR DY) 10993 ¥OX 092 aREA KX AMIT ATW ,R¥Y 0 20 DWR MR WK
1T TV PPN 1D, MIRR PRy 1779 2P0 2O MY XY 2P0 20 MR ONIPAY 0010101 N AP R, MY Yny
Y 01D 2¥ oM T TMIENA 72 22007 MN2WAN NINDA ROXITY W 21N SPnay? N7 0920 2wYn) 20
There is one whose spirit is prepared for good attributes and positive traits from birth, and there is one whose spirit
acquires good attributes and positive traits via study and habitation. For the first he said, “A woman of chayil, who can
finde” For this is like finding something without hard work. And of the second he said, “Her worth is far greater than
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https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/744924/

pearls,” for to one who wishes to gain her via struggle and work, she is more remote than pearls, which are located in
the distant depths of the sea, and one must cross distant seas and descend to the deep depths. So, too, this requires a
great investment of time and many deeds, and to descend to the depths of the soul to produce praiseworthy forces which
are hidden in her depths, and to retrieve them to the outside.

9. Dr. Yael Ziegler, :"nm 218" »own nonzy nym
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3:15-18 “Six Barleys"?
10. Malbim to Ruth 3:17
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“And she said: He gave me these six barleys” — And not for kiddushin. He only told me, “Don’t come back
emptyhanded,” meaning that it should be breakfast for us.

11.Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a-b
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What are “these six barleys”2 If you will say it means six actual stalks of barley, would it be Boaz’s way to give a gift
of six stalks of barley? Rather: six se‘ah. But is it a woman’s way to carry six se‘ahe! Rather: He hinted to her that six
sons would emerge from her who would be blessed with six blessings each: David, Mashiach, Daniel, Chananiah,
Mishael and Azaryah.

12. The traits

David Shemuel | 16:8 Music, gibor chayil, warrior, wise speech, attractive, Gd is with him
Mashiach Yeshayah 11:2 Knowledge, understanding, counsel, strength, daat, awe of Gd
Daniel, etc. Daniel 1:4 No blemish, attractive, all knowledge, daat, madda, self-control

13. Malbim to Ruth 3:15
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It appears that this was a kav measure, which is one-sixth of a se’ah, for that was their way, to divide a large unit into
sixths, as in Yechezkel 45:13 “And you shall divide the ephah in sixths.” This measure was called “a sixth”. And the
law is that one may not give a transient pauper less than a kikar, which is half a kav. He gave Naomi and Ruth a 4av,
which is food for breakfast for the two of them. Thus he demonstrated that the matter would be resolved that day, and
they would need for the evening meal.

Scribal issues (k'ri uk’tiv, k’ri v'lo k'tiv, etc.)

14.Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra to Shemot 21:8 (extended commentary)
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15.Talmud, Nedarim 37b-38a
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16. Maharal, Tiferet Yisrael 66
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17.Talmud, Shabbat 104a
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18. Talmud Yerushalmi Taanit 4:2
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They found three Torah Scrolls in the Azarah... In one of them it said 19 and in the other two it said 71Wn, so they

maintained the two and annulled the one.

19. Radak, Introduction to Tanach
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20. Abarbanel, Introduction to Yirmiyahu
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21. Abarbanel, Introduction to Yirmiyahu
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22. Maharal, Tiferet Yisrael 66
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