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Koheles 12:13-14
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The end of the matter, everything having been heard, fear God and keep His commandments,
for this is the entire man
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For every deed God will bring to judgment-for every hidden thing, whether good or bad

Tehilim 27:5, 10
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For He will hide me in His tabernacle on the day of calamity; He will conceal me in the secrecy
of His tent; He will lift me up on a rock
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For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord gathers me in

R Lord J. Sacks 7'l, “What is left when the world we live in looks less like a house than a sukka,
open to the wind, the rain and the cold? What remains, other than fear, in a state of radical
insecurity?

“The answer is simcha, joy. For joy does not involve, as does happiness, a judgment about life
as a whole. Joy lives in the moment. It asks no questions about tomorrow. It celebrates the
power of now. The Talmud says that each Sunday, Shammai, the great sage of the late 2nd
Temple period, was already preparing for Shabbat. Hillel, however, lived by a different principle:
“Blessed be G-d day by day” (Beitza 16a). Joy blesses G-d day by day. It celebrates the mere
fact of being here, no, existing when we might not have existed, inhaling to the full this day, this
hour, this eternity-in-a-moment that was not before and will not be again. Joy embraces the
contingency of life. It knows that yesterday has gone and tomorrow is unknown. It does not ask
what was or or will be. It makes no calculations. It is a state of radical thanksgiving for the gift
of being. Even in an age too fraught for happiness, there can still be joy” (Ceremony &
Celebration, p.127)
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