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Ruth, Week 10: What Made Boaz Special2 / Eishet Chayil

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Why not approach Ploni Almoni?
1. Malbim to Ruth 2:1
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[S]he chose that her daughter-inlaw should bring her bread from the gleanings of the needy, assigned to her by the
Torah... And lest we say that she did not turn to Boaz because she feared that he would turn her back emptyhanded,
the text prefaced this by saying that Boaz supported them with food, whether because he was the moda, a close
acquaintance and a friend, whether for Naomi or for her husband, as it said, “And to Naomi there was a moda for her
husband” [and moda means one who loved her and knew her well, not a distant brother], and he was also of Elimelech’s
family, and he himself was a gibor chayil, a term which | have already explained in Exodus 18:25 to include all good
traits, including generosity and rejection of profit. And he was a great man, with a reputation, as it says, “And his name
was Boaz.” If so, he certainly would not have turned his eyes from his family.

An attempt at seduction?
2. Rashi to Ruth 3:8
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She held him and embraced him in her arms.

3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Peah 8:7
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“And you shall wash and anoint and place your clothing” — Was she unclothed!2 Rather: this meant her Shabbat
clothing.

4. Midrash, Ruth Rabbah 5:12, 5:15
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“And you shall wash” from the dirt of your idolatry, “And you shall anoint” refers to mitzvot and acts of righteousness. ..
“And Boaz ate and drank, and his heart was good” — What is “And his heart was good”2 That he blessed upon his
food. Or “he his heart was good” by eating sweets after the food, which aids the tongue in Torah. Or “his heart was
good” by involving himself in Torah, as in Tehillim 119, “The Torah of Your mouth is good to me.” Or “his heart was
good” in that he sought a wife, as in Mishlei 18, “One who finds a wife finds goodness.”

5. Malbim to Ruth 3:9
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“And she said: | am Ruth, your maidservant.” Meaning: Lest you think it immodest if a woman seeks a man, for | am

your maidservant. Just as there is a bond between a Jewish maid and the adon who must redeem her, so there is a bond

between me and you, as part of the mitzvah of yibbum...
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Presumably, Naomi was convinced that there was no more direct way to achieve her goal. While Boaz had accepted
upon himself to provide food for Ruth, it appears that he left to Gd responsibility for Ruth’s security (meaning, marriage
and children)... It appears that Naomi’s plan was based on meaningful biblical precedents. There are several meaningful
cases in which desperate women make use of direct, bold tactics to secure continuity for themselves. ..

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 51:8, Answer #2
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Rabbi Yehudah bar Simon said: They had a model of the next world, like Yoel 4, “On that day, the mountains will drip

syrup.”

8. Rashi to Bereishit 19:33
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Wine was made available for them in the cave, to produce two nations.

9. Rabbi Eliyahu Mizrachi to Bereishit 19:33
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One should be surprised - if so, how did [Rashi] abandon the view in Bereishit Rabbah of “How did they have wine in
the cave? Because wine was plentiful for [Sdom], they brought it to the caves,” taking the view of Rabbi Yuden ben
Rabbi Simon, who said... making it appear that their intent was for heaven and so Gd needed to provide a spring of
wine for them? And one could say that the master’s view was that even according to the view that they intended
promiscuity, Gd provided a spring of wine for them in order to produce these two nations from them...

10. Wine for the daughters of Lot https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.ctm/209399/

Boaz Reacts
11. Malbim to Ruth 3:10

LIRS Y WOR NAPY NIN2W MR XWIW NY3A T2 OV DWW WK 7010
The first kindness you performed with your husband when he married you, that you chose to take a Jew...

12. Talmud, Sanhedrin 19b-20a
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The great achievement of Joseph was the least achievement of Boaz; the great achievement of Boaz was the least
achievement of Palti, son of Layish.

13. Midrash, Ruth Rabbah 7:1
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“And he said: Let it not be known that a woman came to the granary” — To whom did he says this2... All through that

night, Boaz was outstretched on his face, saying, “Master of the Universe! It is well-known before You that | did not

touch her. May it be Your will that it not be known that @ woman came to the granary, and let not the Name of Heaven

be desecrated due to me.”

14. Midrash, Ruth Zuta 3:13
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Three foreswore their natures: Joseph, Boaz, and Palti ben Layish. ..


https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/909399/

15.Dr. Yael Ziegler, mwmx 8> nyzn

DP?°2IRD 10501 D°WIW 7221 A1WY N2 TR JIWOW 22 2WANT2 DR L7012 IR ¥ n9n NN QW N7 230 Tva Sw a0

X177 792,77 IR OpwH MNP NAWORD K37 .10 DY 323977 IRXINT DR P72 W T2 SW INOKRWY. 2U09WT NDIPN 77001 10
S UP”ZWN’? pibiralel Saiahifatahlatal

Boaz's clarification of Ruth’s identity is especially surprising here, considering the loaded sexual atmosphere and the

fact that women were viewed as sexual objects during the era of the Judges. Boaz's question had precisely the opposite

result for Ruth. It enabled Ruth to restore her identity, elevating her to something more than a sexual object.

16. Shemot 18:21, Melachim | 1:42, Shemuel Il 24:9, Divrei haYamim | 26:8, Yirmiyah 15:13
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And you will see from the nation anshei chayil, Gdfearing, men of truth who despise profit
[Yoav] was still speaking, and Yonatan ben Evyatar haKohen came, and Adoniyahu said, “Come, for you are an ish
chayil, and you will speak good news.”
And the Jews were 800,000 /sh chayil, swordsmen...
And their brothers were ish chayil, with strength to work.
| will give your chayil and your storehouses to be despoiled, not sold for a price...

17.Radak to Melachim | 1:42
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You are a man of chayi/- meaning, energetic and good

18. Mishlei (Proverbs) 31:1-9

19. Talmud, Berachot 10a
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Rabbi Yochanan cited Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai: What is the meaning of, “She opened her mouth with knowledge,
and the Torah of generosity is on her tongue2” Opposite whom did Shlomo recite this sentence?

20.1bn Ezra to Mishlei 31:1
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The beginning of the book said his father rebuked him for wisdom; here it says his mother, Batsheva, rebuked him after
his father died, to teach him wisdom.

21. More on the connection of Mishlei 31 and Ruth  https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/744924/

22. Malbim to Mishlei 31:10
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There is one whose spirit is prepared for good attributes and positive traits from birth, and there is one whose spirit
acquires good attributes and positive traits via study and habitation. For the first he said, “A woman of chayil, who can
finde” For this is like finding something without hard work. And of the second he said, “Her worth is far greater than
pearls,” for to one who wishes to gain her via struggle and work, she is more remote than pearls, which are located in
the distant depths of the sea, and one must cross distant seas and descend to the deep depths. So, too, this requires a
great investment of time and many deeds, and to descend to the depths of the soul to produce praiseworthy forces which
are hidden in her depths, and to refrieve them to the outside.


https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/744924/

