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King Solomon’s Arc, Week 5: Chapter 1: Batsheva’s Winning Strategy, Shlomo’s Response
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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1:15-21 Batsheva Acts
1. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:15
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And see the beauty of the words of this wise woman, and how she prepared her words more completely than the
prophet had instructed her.

2. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:19
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And she also mentioned his wicked behaviour in crowning [himself], in that he had slaughtered oxen and fat cattle and

sheep in great number, and he had made a meal of rich food, something inappropriate and indecorous while his father

was close to dying, for Adoniyahu to make celebrations as though he was not concerned for [David's] pain...

3. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:20
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Do not worry and do not fear Adoniyahu, thinking that his case would be like that of Avshalom when he rose against

you as a pursuer and all Israel followed him. Now, such a thing will not be and will not stand, because the eyes of all

Israel are upon you, to tell them who will sit upon the throne of my master the king after him. And no one will raise his

arm or leg against your words...

4. Ralbag to Melachim | 1:28
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This indicates that Batsheva left the room when the prophet Natan entered to speak with the king, so that the king would
not realize that this had been planned by them.

5. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:31
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This statement should not be understood to refer to material life, for how could Batsheva pray an empty prayer that
David live eternally, when he was 70 years old2 But she prayed for true, spiritual life, for that was more desirable to
him as he was then... And if we would explain this “life” as corporeal, it would mean that David should not think that
because he coronated her son Shlomo, his own life should be abbreviated, and that she wished his death for the sake
of her son. It was not so, for she prayed to Gd that the king, David, live forever, as though she had said that she wanted
him to live more than she wanted Shlomo to be coronated. And lest he think that she was praying for Shlomo, calling
him “king”, she explained, “the king, David.”

1:28-35 Dovid leaps into action
6. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:30
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This great energy which energized David like a warrior came from the strength of his heart to correct that which
Adoniyahu, Yoav and Evyatar had warped.

7. Prof. Yehuda Kil, Daat Mikra, Melachim | 1 footnote 79
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We find with the sons of David that they rode on mules (Shemuel Il 13:29 and 18:9, and see Daat Mikra there).
Logically, mules were not common in the land - due to the prohibition against interbreeding — and they imported them
from afar (see Melachim 1 10:25).

8. Talmud Yerushalmi, Kilayim 8:2
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Isi ben Akavya said: One may not ride a mule, logically. With [wool and linen] clothing, one may wear one over the

other [biblically], and you may not mix the materials. With an animal, one may not lead [animals of different species]

together, then certainly you may not ride [the product of mixed breeding]!

But it says, “And each rode his mule and they fled!” Do not learn from the monarchy.

But it says, “And ride my son Shlomo on my mule!” This was a creature from the six days of Creation.

9. Rabbi Yissachar Tamar, Alei Tamar to Yerushalmi Kilayim 8:2
J1779 QWA NPRWIR 1R 729091 ,37797 AT AW TV IR0 I 2R AN T 0w 190
This was a swiftrunning and very valuable donkey, like a mule. Therefore, they borrowed the term “mule” for it.

10. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:33
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He commanded that they have Shlomo ride on a mule, not a horse, because a horse is for battle, as in Mishlei 21:31,
“The horse is ready for the day of battle.” The mule indicates eternal peace and tranquility and security. And because
Adoniyahu made for himself a chariot and charioteers and he rode a horse, David commanded to have Shlomo ride a
mule, as though he was not concerned for the horses and charioteers and there was no challenger to him. This was to
mock Adoniyahu; at the time when he was rejoicing in his coronation, Shlomo would go to reign, riding a mule and not
a horse, because he did not fear [Adoniyahu]. And to hint to the future, meaning that Shlomo would have peace and
truth in his days, [David] commanded to have him ride on the mule, not the horse.

11. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:34
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And if Evyatar, who had been removed from priesthood, would crown Adoniyahu, then Tzaddok, priest of Gd, would
crown Shlomo. And if Yoav, a man of bad deeds, would crown Adoniyahu, then Natan the prophet, sacred to Gd,
would crown Shlomo. And if for Adoniyahu [his supporters] said among themselves, “May King Adoniyahu live,” then
for Shlomo they would blow a great shofar and made a mighty sound heard, “May King Shlomo live.”

1:50-53 Adoniyahu’s Reckoning
12.Precedent Shemot 21:14

13. Other cultures https://www.history.com/news/church-sanctuary-asylum-middle-ages

14.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Rotzeiach 5:12-14
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https://www.history.com/news/church-sanctuary-asylum-middle-ages

The altar protects, as it says of one who kills intentionally, “From My altar take him to die” — this shows that one who
kills accidentally is not killed on the altar...

And anyone who is protected by the altar, they do not leave him there, but they give him guards and exile him to his
city of refuge. When is this so2 For one who is liable for exile. But one who fear that the king might kill him under the
law of the king, or that a rabbinical court might execute him under special dispensation, and who flees to the altar and
is beside it, then even if he is not a kohen, he is saved. They do not take him from upon the altar to die, ever, unless he
is liable for death by the court with full testimony and a warning, like all others who are killed by a court.

15.Rabbi Amnon Bazak, mmbw qo%nm (5) & 95, footnote 9
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The idea that the altar is under Divine protection and is not associated with any person is also expressed in Pesach in

Egypt. From the story in Shemot 12 it emerges that on that night the entire house became an altar — a place that is

entirely sacred to Gd, shielded by His protection...

What emerges from here

16. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, mmbw g9 s (4) & pop
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Logically, the general command was meant first and foremost for Benayahu ben Yehoyada, who was responsible to

carry out all of it. Indeed, Benayahu was the one who replied to the king after the command...

17. Malbim to Melachim | 1:33
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And he commanded to take him down to Gichon, which is “the water of Shiloach which go slowly” [see Yeshayah 8:4],
to hint that his reign would flow in tranquility.

18. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:53
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Perhaps Adoniyahu, being older than his brothers and with the aid of Yoav the general, would have reigned with power.

The thoughts of Gd were deep, to bring all of this about so that David, while alive, would coronate his son Shlomo with

calm, and peace and truth would be in his days afterward.

An interesting note
19. Talmud, Horiyot 11b
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Rebbe asked Rabbi Chiya: Would one like me bring a goat [as a sin-offering]2 He replied: Your rival is in Babylon!

20. Talmud, Ketuvot 62b
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Rebbe came from Shefatyah ben Avital, and Rabbi Chiya came from Shima, brother of David.



