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King Solomon’s Arc, Week 30: 8:1-21 — The Dedication Begins -7\‘

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Non-comprehensive review questions from Chapter 7

1> How should we view the joint presentation and contrasts of the Beit haMikdash and King Solomon’s palace complex?
2> What can we learn from Chirom of Dan or Naftali2

3> Why does Solomon name the Yachin and Boaz pillars at the entrance to the Beit haMikdash?

4> Why did King Solomon create his huge sea?

5> Why didn’t King Solomon use the supplies King David set aside for the Beit haMikdash?
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Outline of Chapter 8

8:1-2 A national assembly

8:3-11 Installing the Aron

8:12-13 Gd in the fog?

8:14-21 Solomon'’s valedictory address
8:22-53 Solomon'’s prayer

8:54-61 Solomon'’s blessing for the nation
8:62-66 Sacrifices and celebration

Introduction: Previous inaugurations

Mishkan Shemot 40:17-38, Vayikra 8-9

Shiloh Yehoshua 18:1

Ir David Shemuel Il 6:3-19, Divrei haYamim | 15:11-16:43
8:1-2 The assembly

1. Abarbanel to Melachim | 8:3
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Our Sages already realized, in Pesikta Rabti: If the work of the House was completed in the month of Bul, which is
Marcheshvan, why was the Aron not brought in immediately, but instead [it waited] until the month of Eitanim, which is
Tishrei? It didn’t say what happened in the intervening eleven months. Therefore, [our Sages] said that the House was
complete for eleven months, and all Israel were hesitating — how could the son of Bat Sheva build a House in which Gd
would manifest His Shechinah? And Gd thought to delay the joy of the Beit haMikdash until the month of the birth of
Avraham, the month of Eitanim. Similarly, the work of the Mishkan was completed on the 25 of Kislev, and it was not
erected until the first of Nisan, because Gd delayed the joy of erecting the Mishkan until the month when Yitzchak was
born. All of this is per derash. And in the peshat approach, they needed those eleven months for Solomon to gather all
of Israel, and for it to be after the gathering of grain for the sake of their joy, and to preparing that which was needed
for that joy and celebration, for the great nation that would gather there.

2. Mishnah Sanhedrin 1:5
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We do not add to the city and the azarotother than with a beit din of seventy-one.

3. The month of the
e The strength from the produce now found in the home (Radak)
e Strength of the patriarchs born then, or of the festivals with their mitzvot (Rosh HaShanah 11a)
e The strength of the celebrations which improve our religious character (Ralbag)
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8:3-13 Installing the Aron

4. Malbim to Melachim | 8:6
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The Aron’s relationship with the overall body which is the Sanctuary is like the relationship of the soul in the mind of the
individual body, the person. Therefore, like the soul has three elements — 1) Like it is alone in an upper haven; 2) Like it
thinks its thoughts on its own, even as it is locked in the body; 3) Like it sends forth its thoughts to illuminate the darkness
of the body and to radiate light from the midst of the darkness and fog to the body’s limbs — so is the Aron’s relationship
between the wings of the keruvim like the soul in its celestial, Divine haven...

5. The highlight
e Entering at the end (unlike Shemot 40:20)
e Carried by the kohanim (unlike Bamidbar 4:15)
e Highlighting the new keruvim
e Highlighting the extended poles
e The cloud
o The contents of the Aron

6. Why are the kohanim carrying the Aron?
e Leviyim are only fill-ins for the kohanim (Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot Aseh 34)
e This is one of three special occasions (Ramban to Sefer haMitzvot Shoresh 3, Sotah 33b)
e It's going into the Holy of Holies (Ralbag)

7. Talmud, Sotah 33b

LAMIPR? IMIIAWIY 00 IR 12°07WIT L1777 DR 112V (PIRT DR 0379 IRWI Mnpn Twhwa
The kohanim carried the Aron in three places: When they crossed the Jordan, when they circumnavigated Jericho, and
when they returned the Aron to its place...

8. Radak to Melachim | 8:8
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They extended them outward, meaning, they extended them toward the outside, because there was no more need to

carry it on their shoulders... And they extended them toward the outside to the point that the ends of the poles were

visible before the dvir, so that the kohen gadol would enter there on Yom Kippur to burn [incense] between the poles,

and he would not turn this way and that...

9. Cloud or fire? Divrei haYamim Il 7:1-3

10. Abarbanel to Melachim | 8:10-11, 8:65
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The desired end in the work of the construction, the manifestation of Gd’s Shechinah in this House, happened instantly
when the Aron was placed in its space, for once the kohanim put it into the Holy of Holies, immediately when they left
the dvir, a pillar of cloud descended and filled the House of Gd...

The “honour of Gd” is stated specifically regarding the light seen in the cloud, which the text calls “fire”, like Shemot
24:16-17, “And the honour of Gd resided atop Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days, etc.” “And the
appearance of the honour of Gd was like a fire consuming atop the mountain, to the eyes of Bnei Yisrael.” This shows
that the honour of Gd is not the cloud, but it is something resembling fire in its light and radiance, and the cloud is
around it, concealing it... From this you know that when it says, “And the cloud covered it for six days,” “it" does not
refer to the mountain or to Moshe, like the two sages who disputed this issue in Yoma 4b. But in truth, it refers to the
Honour that was mentioned, that the cloud covered it for six days and it was not visible to Israel all through those days;
[they could only see] the cloud... And Rambam already agreed that the honour of Gd was the light that was created,
as in Moreh Nevuchim 1:19... And so wrote Ramban on that verse, “And the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting”...
And Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra wrote it on Shemot 40:38... All of these, the leaders of Israel, agreed that the “honour of
Gd" refers to the light and fire in the cloud, specifically...

11. Contents of the Aron
e Only the whole tablets, “There was nothing in the Aron, but the two stone tablets” (Radak)
e The tablets are the only part of Torah in it, but manna and Aharon’s staff were there as well (Ralbag)
o Both sets of tablets are in there, and that's it (Abarbanel, Malbim)

8:14-21 King Solomon’s Valedictory Address

12. Midrash, Sifri Bamidbar 143
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With what blessing did he bless them?2 He said: May it be the Will that the Shechinah be manifest on your handiwork.

And they said, “May the pleasantness of Hashem our Gd be upon us, and establish our handiwork upon us, and

establish our handwork.”

13. Abarbanel to Melachim | 8:14
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And it appears to me that the blessing here is the prayer he prayed to Gd, for His eyes to be open toward this House,
to hear the prayer of those who pray and plead before Him in that House, for this was a great blessing for the nation
of Israel. And perhaps, when the king turned his face to the nation he blessed them with a customary blessing, like,
“Hashem be with you” or “Shalom upon you,” and so it says, “And he blessed the nation,” and then he began his
prayer.

14. Abarbanel to Melachim | 3:7-9
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First, regarding my father, in whose place You made me king, he was a wise craftsman and expert in incantations (see
Yeshayah 3:3), and people will mock me in comparison with him, not considering me to be worth anything. Second,
regarding myself, | am a youth, | do not know to go and to come... And the third obstacle is regarding Israel, a wise
and understanding nation...
One could explain that Solomon requested two things in this statement. First regarding justice and leading the nation,
“a listening heart to judge Your nation.” Second, perfecting himself in character and management of political issues, for
which he said, “to understand between good and bad”...



15. Malbim to Melachim | 8:17
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| already explained above that the central condition for building the House was that he build it only for the sake of Gd,
without any ulterior goal. That was not possible in David’s day, since he had many wars and Gd had promised that
building the House would bring about respite from the enemies. Therefore, the benefit he would gain from the building
must enter into [David’s] mind, and it would be hard for him to build it for Gd - even though he intended to build it for
Gd alone, without any ulterior goal.

16. Abarbanel to Melachim | 8:11 Question 3
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The answer to the third question | asked — why Solomon did not make all of the implements of the House and its work
in the design that his father David gave, which was via a prophet, as per Divrei haYamim | 21:19... and he instructed
to make silver lamps and silver bowls and silver tables, and Solomon did not make them... For Solomon saw that Gd's
intent was that David not build the House, but his son, who would sit on his throne... And Solomon saw that if he would
make the House in the design that his father gave, without any deviation and alteration at all, and from the materials
that [David] had prepared for him, that would require that the House be identified with [David], and David would be
the builder and not Solomon, and this would be the opposite of the Divine intent.
And because of this he deviated in many aspects of the construction — if from those that David instructed to make out of
silver and he made them of gold, if in the designs of the rooms which he made in a way that was different from what
[David] instructed, if in making keruvim and pillars and the sea and the kiyorof and the bases and other things which
[David] did not instruct, even as he maintained the design with the dimensions because this was via a prophet...

17.Dovid’s style Shemuel Il 6:20-22



