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Shemuel, Week 123: 24:8-25:1 — A Rapprochement? / The Death of Shemuel

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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24:8-15 Dovid appeals to Shaul, pointing out that he spared Shaul (continued)
1. James Warner, Family therapy: a search for foundations, J of Family Therapy (1981) 3
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1046/j..1981.00558.x
The object of deliberately adopting the ‘one-down position’ is to be in a ‘one-up position’. The therapist controls the
relationship. In this tactic, the therapist puts a positive connotation on the family’s behaviour, and declares that despite
all the help and information that has been given by the family, he or she is confused, overwhelmed, helpless or impotent.
A further appointment is nonetheless given ‘(Palazzolli, et al., 1978).

2. Mishnah, Horiyot 3:1
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An anointed [kohen] who is no longer ‘the anointed’ and then sins, and a nasi/ who is no longer the leader, who then
sins — the anointed kohen brings a bull [korban], and the nas/brings as a normal person does.

3. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 10:27
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Crowning a king requires two elements. First, for Gd to choose him and separate him from his brethren to reign over
them, via a prophet who anoints him, for anointing is only a sign of Divine selection. Second, for Israel to make him
king and accept him upon them. Both elements are included in Devarim 17:15, “Place upon yourself a king whom
Hashem your Gd will select, etc.” Divine selection is via a prophet, and placement is via Israel.

4. Talmud, Berachot 8b
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As Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi told his son... And be careful with an elder who has forgotten his learning by compulsion,
as we say, “The tablets and the broken tablets were placed in the Ark.”

5. Ralbag to Shemuel Il 1 Lesson 53
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To inform that one should not rejoice when his enemy falls; rather, he should tremble at the fall of an officer and great
leader, and remember that the same could happen to him...

6. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 16:14
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The text said that immediately after David was anointed as king, the spirit of Gd overpowered him, and it immediately
left Shaul. | think this was because this spirit was not only a spirit of might, as may be found in many mighty people
together, but it was a spirit of magnitude of heart, a spirit of justice... as is suited for an Israelite king, specifically. This
could not exist for two people together... And therefore it did not mention for Shaul before this that the spirit of Gd had
left him, even after his sin and the decree of his punishment, but only after David was anointed.

24:16-22 Shaul acknowledges Dovid will be king; Dovid swears to spare his family

7. Talmud, Yevamot 76b
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This is what Shaul was saying: Is he from Peretz, or is he from Zerach? If he is from Peretz, he will be a king, for the
king breaks through [poreitz] to make a path and none may protest. If he is from Zerach, he will just be someone
important. Why did he say, “Ask about him”2 For it is written, “And Shaul clothed him in his madim,” according to his
measure. And it says of Shaul, “From his shoulders and up, he was taller than the entire nation.”

8. Professor Ruth Walfish, 13-t R""»wa w7 19w, Megadim 32 (5760), pp. 64-65
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Why does the text devote a relatively large number of verses to clarifying David's identity2 Why is the timing of the first
clarification mentioned, as well as the timing of the second clarification? Why doesn’t Avner carry out Shaul’s order,
and instead he brings David to him? It appears that the entire passage is shrouded in mystery. A sharp question which
arises is: Is it possible that Shaul would send someone into a fateful battle without knowing his name?...
Here, too, the identification of David is presented in terms which are realistic, as it were, but in practice they do not
match reality as we know it. The situation, the set, the figures, act as though in a normal way, but with all of this, beneath
the surface, another drama is taking place: specifically at this time, as David goes out to battle, Shaul and Avner begin
to grasp that this is not only a battle between David and Goliath, but also between David and Shaul.
Perhaps this is why Avner declines to directly ask David whose son he is, as instructed by Shaul. The direct confrontation
must take place between the current king and the future king (as per Chapter 16). Avner waits for the end of the battle
to stand David before Shaul, so that the king himself will ask the question.

9. Radak to Shemuel | 24:20
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For | see that you are saved from my hand at all times, and my hand cannot reach you. And it is also possible that he
heard that Shemuel had anointed him as king...

10. Malbim to Shemuel | 24:21
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Since you controlled your spirit to such an extent.

11. Midrash Tehillim 57:3
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[Shaul] said to [Shemuel]: And who is this “my friend, who is better than me, to reign in my place2” [Shemuel] told him:

| will hint to you, “The one who tears your tunic is the one who will take your reign.” And when Shaul entered the cave

and David tore the corner of his tunic, Shaul immediately remembered what Shemuel had told him...

12. Tehillim 57:1-2
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For the conductor, af tashchet, a michtam, when he fled from Shaul in the cave. Be gracious to me, Gd, be gracious to
me, for in You my soul takes shelter, and in the shadow of the corner of Your tunic will | take shelter until evil passes.

13. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 24:22
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[David] knew that he would reign, and he trusted that Gd would do it because of his good deeds, like Tehillim 37:3-4.



14.Rabbi Amnon Bazak, 51pna 8w 7o pop
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Shaul’s tears reach the heart. These were tears of frustration and pain; of clear knowledge that David was telling the
entire truth; of his own inability to overcome his ruach ra‘ah; of his position in relation to David, for only his playing
helped Shaul against that ruach; of clear recognition that his path was not good; of true internalization, perhaps for the
first time, that David would indeed rule in his place. In this moment of being spiritually crushed, of inner truth, of heart-
to-heart speech, a fear nested in Shaul’s heart: that when he rose to the throne, David would eradicate the house of
Shaul, as other kings historically did. Shaul did not promise that which he could not promise — that he would no longer
pursue David.

Non-comprehensive review questions

1> What is David’s mindset at the start of our perek, emerging from his narrow escape in Zif2

2> What is remarkable about Shaul bringing 3000 men to Ein Gedi, as opposed to bringing everyone to Keilah?
3> Why does the text inform us that Shaul entered the cave 1731 nx 70172

4> What did Dovid’s men mean when they told him to do to Shaul “as is right in his eyes”?2

5> Why did Dovid cut Shaul’s tunic?

6> Why did Dovid regret cutting Shaul’s tunic?

7> Why does a midrash claim that Dovid will be punished for cutting Shaul’s cloak, due to lack of respect for clothing?
8> When Dovid said “someone” is telling Shaul that he wants to harm him, who did he mean?

9> What does Dovid mean when he says to Shaul, “From the wicked comes wickedness”?2

10> If Dovid is sincere in presenting himself as “one-down” before Shaul, why is he still so respectful of Shaul2
11> When did Shaul realize that Dovid would become king?

Outline of Perek 25

25:1 The death of Shemuel

25:2-3 Introducing Naval and Avigayil

25:49 Dovid sends his men for support from Naval

25:10-13 Naval humiliates Dovid’s men; Dovid goes on the warpath

25:14-20 Avigayil sets out to deter Dovid’s assault
25:21-35 Avigayil deters Dovid

25:36-42 Naval dies, and Avigayil marries Dovid
25:43-44 Achinoam and Michal and Palti ben Layish

25:1  The death of Shemuel
15. Talmud, Taanit 5b
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“And it was, when Shemuel aged” — Was Shemuel that old?2 He was 52, as it is taught, “Death 52 years is the death
of Shemuel of Ramah”! He replied: Rabbi Yochanan said that old age leapt upon him [prematurely]. It says, “I regret
coronating Shaul.” He said, “Master of the Universe! You have equated me with Moshe and Aharon... Moshe and
Aharon did not have their deeds cease in their lifetimes, | should not have my deeds cease in my lifetime!” Gd said,
“What shall | do2 Shemuel will not let Shaul die; if Shemuel would die, then due to his youth people would mock him;
don’t have Shemuel or Shaul die - but the time has arrived for David’s reign, and one reign cannot touch another, even
a hair’s breadth!” Gd said, “I will make him age prematurely...”




Why is Shemuel’s death recorded here?

Radak This is when Shemuel died After Shaul acknowledged David's reign
R’ Yosef Ibn Kaspi | Why Dovid went to Midbar Paran: Shemuel | Shemuel isnt available to consult
Metzudat David Mourner traffic is dangerous
Malbim Why Dovid went to Midbar Paran: Shaul News of anointing is out
Prof. Kil Shaul unleashed
Abarbanel No posthumous honours

Showing Naval’s character
Midrash Shemuel Ignores Shemuel’s death
R’ Yosef Kara Why Dovid escalated with Naval Dovid unleashed

16.Radak to Shemuel | 25:1
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It told of Shemuel’s death, for perhaps Shemuel died at this time when Shaul separated from Dovid, with the fulfillment
of Shemuel’s prophecy while he lived, as even Shaul acknowledged David's reign.

17. Midbar Paran Bereishit 21:21, Bamidbar 10:12, Bamidbar 13:3

18. Midrash Shemuel 23:8
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“And Shemuel died” — This is said only as it relates to Naval, as it says, “And Shemuel died... And a man was in Maon,

and his business was in Carmel.” Gd said: Everyone is eulogizing and beating their chests for the death of the righteous

one, and this wicked person sits and makes parties!

19. Midrash, Avot d'Rabbi Natan Il 43
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Don't we know his city was Ramah? Rather, [it teaches] that all Israel eulogized him everywhere as they eulogized him

in his city.

20. Midrash, Kohelet Rabbah 7:4
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A person is born and they do not rejoice for him, for they don’t know at what time and with what deeds he will stand,
whether righteous or wicked, good or bad. When he dies, they need to rejoice, for he has left the world with a good
reputation and he has left the world in peace... Shemuel was born and no one noticed, and when he died everyone
noticed, as Shemuel | 25 says, “And Shemuel died, and all Israel eulogized him”... Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachman said:
They gave him back of his own, as it says (Shemuel | 7:16), “And he went, annually, and he made a circuit to Beit El,
etc.”

21. Midrash Shemuel 23:8
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