Megillat Esther, Week 12: Esther’s Plan

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com

Practical steps
1. Prof. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra: Esther pg. 37
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It appears that when she stood before the king, Esther intended to fool Achashverosh into thinking that the queen was
bitter at not having been called to the king in thirty days, and that she sought for the king to appease her and honour
her by coming to the feast she had prepared for him, him and the officer of the greatest stature in the empire.

2. Talmud, Megilah 15b (re-arranged)
"(32:00 2°9°7N) .M1DY ON1DY DINPW " MRV 12 71NV DD MR MR AT e
DY 90279 N RIPW T MINDP AT e
DT ROTW 721790 ROW ST MR AT e
TN RY DI ROW OTD MR PR 2T e
"(m:T0 MWR) LIRA 2w C19R" MR 72T e
"(R2:10 ”7W?3) "N anR AN IR 2Y7 OR" MRIY 7727 AR D22 MR VW 02 e
RO RIT ATTPW 970 219 19 20K MR AP 12 Y27 e
.0°W2 INRIP 7202 INRIP MR VTN TMYORT e
S 1990977 Ton MR PROOMA AN e
.07 72 1DYT 0N "T?Dﬂ N°22 1% w0 NMINR" DRIV 190K ROW 70 WAINR PAMI0AN e
.01 717 7wyM DpPRa WA IR IMIX R0 TRPYRw a7 e
"(09:X1 17M%) N DTPDY DX NOWR 0R02" 17NN TIRT R IR e
SRTNR 1T2I937 ORIN 172193 7°9 MR 237 KT INOK KT IRAD 2 0K 1PIRY 713X 72 737 TAOWR
e Rabbi Eliezer: She set up traps for him, as in Tehillim 69:23, “May their table be a trap before them.”
e Rabb Yosi: So he would be accessible to her at all times.
e Rabbi Yehudah said: So they would not realize she was Jewish.
e Rabbi Meir said: So that [Haman] would not take counsel and rebel.
e Rabbah said: “Pride goeth before the fall.” (Mishlei 16:18)
e Rabbi Yehoshua said: She learned from her father’s house, as Mishlei 25:21 says, “If your enemy is hungry,
feed him bread etc.”
e Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korchah said: | will show favour to [Haman], so that he and | will be killed.
e Rabbi Eliezer haModai said: She raised jealousy against him from the king and from the nobles.
e Rabban Gamliel said: [Achashverosh] was a mercurial king.
e Rabbi Nechemiah said: Lest Israel say, “We have a sister in the royal palace,” and turn their minds from prayer.
e Rabbi Shimon ben Menasya said: Perhaps Gd would see this and perform a miracle for us.
e Abbaye and Rava said: “When they are heated, | will set up their feasts. (Yirmiyahu 51:39)"
Rabbah bar Avuha found Eliyahu, and said to him: Like whom did Esther see and plot2 He replied: Like all of the tannaim
and amoraim.

5:8 A Second Party?
3. 5:4vs. 58

4. Talmud, Megilah 15b
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A thought fell into his mind, and he said: What is this, that Esther invited Haman2 Perhaps they plot to kill that man!

5. Malbim to Esther 5:8
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She is not worthy to ask from the king, but since the king ordered her to request something, she will make her request in
order to fulfill the royal word and his order, that he desires her to make a request.

6. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra to Esther 5:8
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In my view, Esther delayed speaking on the first day, at the feast, because she had not seen any sign created anew by

Gd for the Jews' fast. And when [Gd] made the elevation of Mordechai on the second day, that strengthened her heart.

5:14 A 50-amah gallows?

7. Malbim to Esther 5:14
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They advised him wisely that he could take revenge against Mordechai and yet it would not be considered beneath his

honour. If he would hang Mordechai only because of his sin of not bowing to him, that would be diminution of his

honour, to fight with a Jew for taking his honour lightly. But sometimes the king orders to hang one of those who rebel

against him, to intimidate the nation... And they hang him on a tall piece of wood, so that the entire nation will see, so

that they will see and fear...

8. Rabbi David Sinzheim, Sh’lal David to Esther 5:14
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Simply, one could say the plan was to take a fifty-amah piece of wood so that he could see Mordechai hanging from

the site of the feast. Thus they said to him, “And tell the king in the morning”... so that at the time of the feast, Mordechai

would already be hanged and he could see him, and he would come to the feast happy and of good heart, as they

said to him.

9. Fifty amah Bereishit 6:15, Melachim | 7:2

10. Midrash, Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 50
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What did Eliyahu, who is remembered for the good, do? He appeared like Charvonah, one of the king's sarisim. He

said to [Achashverosh]: There is a piece of wood in Haman’s house, from the Holy of Holies, fifty amah tall, as per

Melachim | 7:6. Inmediately, the king ordered to hang [Haman] on it, as Esther 7:9 says, fulfilling Ezra 6:11.

11.Rabbi Yaakov David llan, ha’Otzar 13
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12. Talmud, Megilah 4a
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One must read the megillah at night and repeat it by day, as it says, “So that the honoured one[s] will sing to You and
not be silent. Hashem is my Gd, | will thank You forever.”

13. Midrash, Sifri d’Aggadata to Esther, Midrash Panim Acheirim Il 5:13
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And Darius arose and cursed Haman and his curse affected him, for Ezra 6:11 says, “[If anyone would deviate from]
this order, wood would be removed from his home.”
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