Adornment, Attachment and _Abode

T'Own N7wa NWIO

1 /EXODUS PARASHAS BESHALACH

AN} — And [ wil build Him a Sanctuary [lit., I will glorify
Him]. Onkelos, Rashi, Ibn Ezra, and Rashi all agree that this
is the primary interpretation, from n)3, home. It expresses
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said the following:

I shall sing to HASHI’:'M for He is exalted abouve the arrogant, having hurled horse with its

into the sea.

;2.The might and vengeance of God was salvation for me. This is my God and [ will build

a Sanctuary; the God of my father and | will exalt Him,
3 HASHEM is Master of war — His Name is HASHEM.

Israel's longing to build a Temple as the resting place of
God’s Presence. R' Mendel of Kotzk and R’ Hirsch expand on
this, renderi9 , Twillmake myself a sanctuary for Him, forthe
greatest of ‘all sanctuaries is a human being who makes
himself holy.

Another translation offered by Rashi is derived from ",
beauty: I will beautify Him by relating His praises.

The Sages derive from the word’s connotation of beauty

that one should endeavor to serve God in a beautiful manner
by seeking a beautiful esrog, succah, tefillin, and so on
(Shabbos 133b).

4 Pharaoh's chariots and army He threw in the sea, and the pick of his officers were min
the Sea of Reeds.

“3 — RASHI ELUCIDATED —————
OYx Ny - THISISMYGOD,  miply nba1 tmiaya — He revealed Himself to them in His glory, pxm»y
yayxa inix — and they would point to Him with a finger.\? 3Dm23387 x5y i ni by sy K -
Even a mere slavewoman saw at the sea that which the prophets did not see.’
O%TIN) — AND I WILL BEAUTIFY HIM. 71} 11wy nyyn vopK — Onkelos rendered this as meaning
F“abode.” {mn} — According tothisinterpretation, ymaxyis {similar} tothewordnyinthephrase, .,
SNy — “tranquil abode,”s and the word my’ in the phrase,  ©/[N¥ maY,, — “into an abode of flocks.”
a7 — Alternatively: 7w’ 3N — The word s is an expression of beauty. According to this
 interpretation, theversesays, DYIWax3% inawy gy — Iwillspeakof Hisbeauty and praise to allwho
g liveintheworld. |1 — For example, when thenations willaskIsrael: ~ “~1imanairig,, — “Howisyour}
beloved different from any other beloved . ..?""" Israel will reply: ®BiT¥) nY ¥1¥11,, — “My beloved is
white and ruddy...”s 1y 53 — and the entire subject matter of that portion of Song of Songs.®
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Following the explanation of Rashi the word w1x), and I will glorify Him,
relates to "3, beauty, splendor. This refers to Hashem'’s ;glory which the Israelites
desired to proclaim to all the inhabitants of the world. The Talmud explains that
one should be eager to perform the worship of God with splendor and beauty.
This applies to the performance of all the tangible mitzvos — i.e. succah, lulav,
tzitzis, shofar, Sefer Torah etc. (Shabbos 133b).
¢ Yet another interpretation stresses that in their enthusiasm, the Israelites also
wanted to emulate the great ethical virtues which God had just lavished upon
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them — such as kindness and mercy. Thus, ", I will glorify Him, is formed
from the words "1x, [, and K1, He, suggesting T will emulate Him. In so doing
they hoped to show that they were deserving of those favors.

T R Wasd\;(‘&i)

"9-X 1% Henceforth this will be my God. Even as I have perceived
Him here as the One Who alone shapes my fate and my inner life, so
shall T henceforth and forever place them in His hands to shape and to
guide. (Only one who thus commits himself to God can say: “This is
my God.”) He will be *x, literally “the Power that moves me?”

%.‘mm: I shall offer myself to Him as a home; my whole being and
my whole life shall become a temple to His glorification, a place for
the revelation of His Shechinah. This is nothing but the logical conse-
quence of proclaiming "% 1.

M — related to M3 — denotes a place that offers rest. Thus the
basic meaning of mi is a place that meets all the needs of herds and
flocks, where they can remain permanently, without having to seek pas-
turage elsewhere: ma-» 7pnRY (Shemuel 11, 7:8).

§ Thus 1mm: “I would be to Him an abode.” or: “by my whole life I
will prepare a place for Him,” of which He will gladly say: a1 *nisw

(below, 25:8).
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«5 172y Y31 /112 1 — And they had faith in Hashem and in Moshe HIS

servant. Moshe was not perceived by them as 'some sort of “miracle
worker,” but rather as the eved Hashem.

We must understand that 13mx (faith) is something different than ny»
(knowledge). One can speak of his emunah that HaKadosh Baruch Hu
created the world, that there was yeizias Mitzrayim, and that the Torah was
given from Shamayim, although he was not there. However, one does not
say that he has emunah that right now, in this shul, he is participating in a
shiur. He does not have to “believe” it; he knows it. It is reality.

When Israel saw that the sea split open and the waters became solidified as
a wall on their right and left sides, and they walked through it on dry land,
* they did not require emunah to believe this. It was reality; it was happening
~\*_in front of them. They could point and say: *7x 1, This is my God.

Therefore, the emunah mentioned here refers not to the actual experience

' of krias Yam Suf — they knew that — but rather, to the result of this world-
/J shaking event, which would have a continuing effect on them.

.So the meaning of this pasuk is: 11 ni yi7 k7™, the people feared Hashem.
When they became aware of the fact that HaKadosh Baruch Hu conducts the
affairs of the world and can change nature at His will, they were overcome
with the fear that at any moment He could end all of existence. And after
they had experienced the neis, the miracle of the parting of the sea and the

ubsequent destruction of their enemies, during which they clearly saw the
hand of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and could point and say 111X] "7% 11, the
result of it was, 12 11K, they remained faithful to that level of yediah, the

9 fnowledge of the reality of HaKadosh Baruch Hu in the conduct of world

events.
R
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REAL FAITH

"Now we come to our second question: if we say that proof
exists for that which cannot be seen directly, what is faith? If
the Jewish people know Hashem, as we have discussed
above, what is left to believe? Why talk of emuna if we really
mean knowledge? '

The answer is that emuna does not mean faith. Faith or belief
as these ideas are understood in the modemn culture have
nothing to do with emuna.

* The correct translation of emuna is not faith but faithfulness
é or loyalty. The concept is this: when you have acquired the

/ THE JEWISH TEENAGER’S GUIDE TO LIFE R. TtJ’Z
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spiritual knowledge, when you know clearly that what meets /

the eye is not all that there is, when you know that Hashem
exists and you know what He expects of you, the question
then is: will you be loyal to that knowledge? Will you live up
to it? Will you fulfill your obligations? The problem of
emuna is not how to gain the knowledge of the spiritual
world, it is the challenge of being faithful to that world and
its obligations.

M“Emuna » derives from the same root as “ ne ‘eman ”, meaning
faithful or loyal. Even the most superficial examination of the
use of this word in Torah will show that it cannot be
translated as faith in the sense of belief — for example, the
verse states “Va’yehi yadav emuna ad ba hashamesh — And
his hands were loyal until the sun went down”; his hands
stayed where they were, they remained loyal to their task.
The verse cannot be translated in any other way — hands
cannot have “faith” or “believe” anything.

Or the verses which describe Hashem speaking to Abraham
and then state: “V’he’emin baShem...” You cannot translate

7 this verse as “And he (Abraham) believed in Hashem™; it is
quite clear that he had been speaking to Him — there cannot
be praise for someone who believes in something that he has

personally seen and experienced! No, the idea is not that -

Abraham believed; a prophet does not believe, he knows. The

praise here is that he was loyal, he stood strong and went .

‘through the most difficult tests and ordeals; that is
appropriate praise.

unique feature of being human is that you can know
ﬁmethmg with total clarity and yet act completely against
that knowledge. You can acknowledge that a certain action is
wrong and then do it anyway. Free will means that you can
act in disharmony with your intellect. Understanding
something and all its consequences clearly does not guarantee

that you will live in accord with your understanding, that you'

will be loyal to it. Not at all. It takes work to live up to your
knowledge of the truth And that is the work of emuna,

\M\ PLANTING AND BUILDING (5 | %e(}\'\)

Parents must not only avoid anger and other forbid-
den behaviors, they must also excel in their observance
of Halachah. For example, a child will absotb ewunah

{from patents who thoughtfully say blessings. This is
\ something even the untrained eye can detect. If, when
we say blessings or Birkas ha-Mazon (Grace after Meals),
we don’t mumble, but rather we close our eyes and
enunciate the words cleatly, even vety young children
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w111 take notice. What attracts their attention? Infants
are accustomed to seeing adults speaking to each other.
Mothet and father converse, as do parents with their
* children, and siblings among themselves. The infant no-
tices that-one person speaks and the other replies. The
infant understands that the noises he heats constitute
some sort of communication, an interaction. Then, sud-
denly, the infant sees a parent speaking with m

but that Someone is not visible. The child sees our seti-
ousness, our closed eyes, and our concentration. He
knows that we are speaking with Someone impottant,

ﬁeven though he can’t see who that Someone is. At this
moment, the child internalizes emunah. At a subcon-
scious level the child comes to understand that Some-
one invisible exists and that we speak with Him. This is
a fundamental principle, and the child absorbs it in his
infancy... if we say our blessings propetly.

~ We must say Birkas ha-Mazon out loud, deliberately

and thoughtfully. We must do this for ourselves, and we
must do this for our children. Such behavior plants
emunab in the child long before the child can compre-
hend sophisticated discourses on issues of faith, and
long before the child can even speak.

A child is a constant reminder to parents that they
must behave properly, as agents who have been en-
trusted with a valuable deposit that must be protected.
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he commentaries give various interpretations of the word MmN},

6erlos translates it as abode, a reference to the Beis p2ph 19T RYR ,0°R B oYY IRW fnn owihn anm XY o o vw
HaMikdosh: “This is my God, and I will build for Him an 72v%1 MR nankb @pYR naph Ten moth pmb oatpa v o
abode.” Rashi explams MR} as stemming from the root 11, beauty . _He_ T
interprets the posuk to mean “I will speak of His beauty and praise to all
who live in the wb?lc? - Mech:lta however, explains 3R] as a causative: - Q‘
“I will beautify Hxs ‘mitzvos,” for example, obtaining beautiful tefillin, - e S - i
tzizis, etc. Y C1aR OYPpNIR DA An oM %%n pwiren Yow trayh e
Although these three explanations seem to differ, not only is this not bTIB %9 X DMK (7193 MINSTY SNR MIpa oo o1 JRe—

7{3!/ so, but all three are necessary rungs in the ladder of avodas Hashem, At

the sea’s splitting, Klal Yisroel | experienced a phenomenal degree of
s nanRnY ,o°n Py YRWe nan oy oy s
Divine revelation. In fact, Chazal (Mechilta; see Rashi on our posuk) ' a T AN M 2R 19K 999 arp manm

relate that a mere maidservant saw more of the Shechina than prophets SUTIRY PR 7T BRI NY 19 %Y WX ,arapn® 1131 nanR Rben o
in later times. Klal Yisroel did not want this closeness to the Divine . A%%n owirnn Yo oy

presence to end, and building a sanctuary was a means to maintaining .
this.! M 8793 /0 IphRY W Mad gy 71 ,avw oxab wnawy v 9poN

Yet when man experiences such closeness to the Divine presence — @ my) MM¥RT 9902 Y71 B"SBT0 3n0W WD /i NAARY 0 MW~
= = - : ; XY DOWIRD Wpan Wnawm Yy 2% DWh DIR 2nXDwOw WD D
( deualkus baHashem — he is overcome by a love for his Creator. His ) 3

JN° MK WK ,/A AR nb X1mb oRn I8 /0 pywon nanbnnn

-

entire being yearns to express this love in every possible way. In the ,IBRT NYPY 0INR RIph1 WITIN PO X932 DRI HXA 2AXNWS 19 ,IMR
( words of Rashi, “I will speak of His beauty and praise to all who live in n?"ﬁn DR VAW O RW LRDPR O p0 7 NanR ww) masbn mssne ,'7”:!5,
the world.” W UORY pPIAb 2P XINw 7Y L,oopYRY sl 1ipha nmhwn
One who knows the intoxicating bliss of devaikus baHashem strives to NTIAYY D2pRY DINR Y YDwHw m Noynb WAm RY PP /M NanKa

fulfill mitzvos with as much beauty as possible, since he knows that
physwal beauty is but another means to attain even greater devaikus..
Such a person endeavors to imbue every mitzvah with beauty.
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The climax of the splitting of the Yam Suf occurred when Bnei NI 7Y Leon o by WMWY ‘8 DANRD DA o aloh b S0 AW
Yisrael sang “Az Yashir.” There is an interesting theme found :D’ AR PMINY WU oYInwR WK WK YR IPNANR NNBR

through the entire song. Toward the beginning of the song Bnei
Yisrael proclaimed (15:2), “Zeh Keli v’anveihu” — This is my God
and I will build a Beis HaMikdash for Him. In the middle of the song
{\/ they stated (v. 13), {Neihalta b’azcha ?I nevei. kadshecha” — With yam nr ow nnsma P39b [RING YN WPDW 7H DA AR AT 713 5;)'1
Your strength You lid t'hem to Your Beis HaMikdash. In ??nclusxon YON_KYUR_NTN T DR'P'3 pBRon PR [ DRODW /N NIIRDN
they sang (v. 17), “Mikdash Hashem konenu yadecha” — Your TR Gu pra) 97T BMRD ,ANTR MEAR o7ph ,2rnn By oy mrnm

hands formed Your Beis HaMikdash.
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What is the correlation between the splitting of the Yam Suf S . -
and the Beis HaMikdash? Why, after experiencing such a miracle, nkx? QNh2 PNRR ,IT1an AN 1B NUWW 2 Pw v P TR Y
by ohwnw AR ,nYwonY 0n DYWHAR MR DEMTY AN XYY 03 07

did Bnei Yisrael dedicate their entire song of praise to the Beis
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_Rav Wolbe was frequently asked, “How can I keep feelings of M 15 XY 20N ALY 1N HY PO ORI RNIDT R D7 npmn
spmtual uplift from dying out?” He would answer that this “high” L19° R71,DNIR INATRT 112 DR IR PAR DR DIDHW A3 ,7ATRD AW
will inevitably die out by itself; these feelings are intangible, and it Ynwn /1 NAARY BOTW n 72 ,nn? 27nnaw an Yy pwnal Pz q’mnbg
15_,,1mp9551ble to hold onto them for extended perlods. HOWGVGY, by el ,17355 9 DR NIWYY Wpan 1% NARRHY MR , 200 by Tmn’p
_transforming these feelings into action and giving them a practical T Y2 D3 NN P DREY W AKX M nsamy ,imY_nne YTanw
expression, we can preserve our spiritual “highs,” because we will AM 7A0% MRY ,MYn NPRb whw gom
always retain the ability to hold onto the action it engendered.

_After experiencing a Divine revelation of remarkable proportions, TN R ANR AR DT IR X AR 1P AT Im Y waTw o e
where a_simple maidservant perceived Hashem with more clarity TV M¥1 DY DR PUIDE QMRG0 ,0a0RA DINIRG 7T 03,80 4
than the greatest future prophets, Bnei Yisrael felt they needed a .o°21n PRI Pmbys DR ey mupb pYR nmnmd
way to preserve their newfound spiritual level (Mechilta, Parashas
Beshalach). Building a Beis HaMikdash — the ultimate House of MO 0 NP 0% 0P YV /7 NanR nhynb BRI WA WD AN

* Hashem — would help them maintain this momentum and integrate Y7y To2p DIpHR NANRBY IMNIRY - R 0T 1R 7 DI 6
it into their daily lives. Therefore their song revolved around the J’l7N nInTOAYY ,ANEna 1Y NIRINRY =) ,027Y °xa% mawy ™ ook
practical apphcat1on of thelr miraculous experience. T ——————
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