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Ruth, Week 8: The Reality of Gleaning; Closing Notes to Chapter 2 i

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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What was going on in the fields2 (continued)
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Ruth speaks as a Moabite, grasping that her origin is the sort which would prevent her from realizing her right to glean
like all of the needy. The Moabites did not provide bread and water for the Israelites... And correspondingly, the Israelite
nation was instructed, “Do not seek their welfare and benefit all of your days, ever.” Perhaps Ruth concluded that
Moabites would not enjoy the clear rights which accrued to other needy people in the field...

2. Mishnah Peah 4:3
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Peah may not be collected with scythes and uprooted with sickles, lest people strike each other.

3. Malbim to Ruth 2:2
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And she said “I will collect (leket) among the stalks” — meaning, she would only take leket, for which the needy are not
as demanding, for there are many fields and each one collects in a separate field. As opposed to peah, where each
grabs from the other, for the law is that if 99 [paupers] say to [have the owner] distribute it and one says to have the
paupers take, we listen to the one who says to take (Mishnah Peah 4:1). If so, the paupers would take by force, and if
she wanted to take then those of bitter spirit would harm her. Also regarding leket, she said, “after the one in whose
eyes | find favour,” that if | see that the owner of the field looks at me with a stingy eye, | will not collect there, until | see
that | have found favour and | will not suffer shame from the harvesters or the other paupers.

4. Talmud, Shabbat 113b
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“And she went and she returned and she gathered in the field” — Rabbi Elazar said: She went and returned and went
until she found proper people with whom to go.
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Boaz’s questions, “Is Hashem with you,” imply a direct question to the workers: “Are you observing the law while you
harvest in the field2” This [read of the] greeting was supported by the response of the harvesters to Boaz's question,
“May Gd bless you.” Their response calls to mind the verse which describes the reward for observing the laws which
are tied to conduct toward the needy in the field: “When you reap your harvest in the field, and you forget a sheaf in
the field, do not return to take it... so that Hashem your Gd will bless you in all that you do.” (Devarim 24:19)
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6. Talmud Yerushalmi, Peah 4:3
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Mishnah:... Three appearances each day: Morning, midday and afternoon...
Gemara: In the morning for the nursing women, at midday for the young ones, in the afternoons for the elderly.

7. Malbim to Ruth 2:5
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When Boaz saw Ruth collecting alone in the field, with many sheaves before her... He thought that she was one of the

wives or daughters of the harvesters. He thought the harvester — her husband or father — had chased away the other

needy people so that she could collect alone, and had allowed her to collect even among the sheaves...

8. Positive treatment 2:9-16

Mixed Gleaning?

9. Talmud, Shabbat 113b
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Was it Boaz's way to ask after a na‘arah? Rabbi Elazar said: He saw wisdom in her — if there were two stalks, she

collected it, but if there were three stalks then she did not collect it. It was learned in a braita: He saw #zniutin her — for

standing grain she stood, and for fallen grain she sat.

10. Midrash, Ruth Zuta 2:7
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The youth began telling of her praises and her zniut: She has been with us for days, and not one of her fingers or toes

had been exposed (as recorded above in 2:3). And we don’t know if she is mute or garrulous. Then Boaz began to

investigate her.

11. Malbim to Ruth 2:8

DYI7 W 7832 BP9 299N KD ,7TWN DR 1RPW AWK T ,0°W1 099919 'R T8I PO AT S7WA 03 00 "Nl oy pRaTn "
MY oW X2 PN

“And so shall you adhere to my ne‘arof’ — For in this field were male workers on one side, and females harvesting the

field on the other side. “Don’t collect on the side of the males, but only on the side of the females.”

12. Malbim to Ruth 2:21
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In truth, he said to her, “Here shall you adhere with my ne‘arot” but since she was a Moabite, and there the women
did not distance themselves from the ne‘arim, she did not understand the precision of his words, and she thought he
meant to adhere to his men. The ne‘arim were the main element for her, thinking that one of them might marry her.
Therefore it called her “the Moabite” [in 2:21], for an Israelite girl would have understood...

13.1bn Ezra to Ruth 2:22
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“When you go out to collect with his ne‘arof’ — And not with the ne ‘arim, for [Boaz] oversaw male and female harvesters.

14.Not sold  2:9, 2:14, 2:15-16



Two last notes
15.1bn Ezra to Ruth 2:17
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“And it was about an ephah of barley” — Once someone asked me the reason for “an ephah of barley”. | told him there
was no reason for that question, for the text tells what happened. Then | was scorned in his eyes, and he told me there
is a reason. | was silent and | didn’t ask him. One day, he came and told me there are many reasons:

1) Ruth saw prophetically that one of her descendants would establish a pillar with her husband’s name, and ephah
was for 96 pomegranates which were on the pillar (Yirmiyahu 52:23), with the gematria of ephah. And se ‘orim
[barley] like shiurim, like “sha’ar b’nafsho [he measured for himself — Mishlei 23:7].

2) Another reason: Vayehi [And it was] is two words, Aramaic and Hebrew [vai Aj]. She saw that Avshalom, her
descendant, would be hanged, and x> hints at how old Avshalom was when he died. And then “ephah of
barley” means multitudes, because it was heavy for him.

3) Another reason: The first letter of 19°%> with the beginning of o ww has the gematria of *w» [Jesse], who was
fully righteous.

Then he was happy, and his heart was settled in him.

16. Prof. Feivel Meltzer, Daat Mikra, Introduction to Ruth, pp. 13-14
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Ruth’s deed, leaving her father and mother and homeland and going to a nation she had not known previously, may

be compared to Avraham’s deed... And similarly, there is a resemblance in language between the story of Eliezer at

the well and the story of Ruth in Boaz's field...

Review questions for Chapter 2
1) What were they doing for support before Ruth decided to glean?
2) Woas Boaz a hero or a villain?
3) Why doesn’t Naomi accompany Ruth to glean?
4) Why were the fields such a dangerous place for the needy, as appears from the language in Chapter 22

5) Woas Ruth a model of tzniute
6) Is Ruth similar to Rivkah, or opposite?




