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Crisis and Faith: Sefer Shmuel

Perek 19

Michal and Shaul: The Road Not Taken and the Road
Once Taken
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1 And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son, and to all his
servants, that they should slay David; but Jonathan
Saul’s son delighted much in David.

2 And Jonathan told David, saying: 'Saul my father
seeketh to slay thee; now therefore, I pray thee, take
heed to thyself in the morning, and abide in a secret
place, and hide thyself.

3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the
field where thou art, and I will speak with my father of
thee; and if I see aught, I will tell thee.” {S}

¢ And Jonathan spoke good of David unto Saul his
father, and said unto him: ’Let not the king sin against
his servant, against David; because he hath not sinned
against thee, and because his work hath been very
good towards thee;

§ for he put his life in his hand, and smote the
Philistine, and the LORD wrought a great victory for
all Israel; thou sawest it, and didst rejoice; wherefore
then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay
David without a cause?’

6 And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan; and
Saul swore: 'As the LORD liveth, he shall not be put
to death.’

7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him
all those things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul,
and he was in his presence, as beforetime. {S}
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with the Philistines, and slew them with a great slaughter;
and they fled before him.
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SINY-ON DY MM MY DM © 9 And an evil spirit from the LORD was upon Saul, as he
,TYTY V2 977)0N) YWY imv22 NN sat in his house with his spear in his hand; and David was
a2y playing with his hand.
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{9} .» escaped that night. {P}
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14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she
said: 'He is sick.” {S}

15 And Saul sent the messengers to see David, saying:
'Bring him up to me in the bed, that [ may slay him.’

16 And when the messengers came in, behold, the
teraphim was in the bed, with the quilt of goats’ hair at
the head thereof. {S}

17 And Saul said unto Michal: "Why hast thou
deceived me thus, and let mine enemy go, that he is
escaped?” And Michal answered Saul: 'He said unto
me: Let me go; why should I kill thee?
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34 Now Rachel had taken the teraphim, and put them in
the saddle of the camel, and sat upon them. And Laban
felt about all the tent, but found them not.

35 And she said to her father: 'Let not my lord be angry
that I cannot rise up before thee; for the manner of
women is upon me.” And he searched, but found not the

8. Bereshit 29:25

teraphim.
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16 And it was so, as the ark of the LORD came into the city
of David, that Michal the daughter of Saul looked out at the
window, and saw king David leaping and dancing before
the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.

17 And they brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its
place, in the midst of the tent that David had pitched for it;
and David offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings
before the LORD.

18 And when David had made an end of offering the burnt-
offering and the peace-offerings, he blessed the people in
the name of the LORD of hosts.

19 And he dealt among all the people, even among the
whole multitude of Israel, both to men and women, to
every one a cake of bread, and a cake made in a pan, and a
sweet cake. So all the people departed every one to his
house.
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20 Then David returned to bless his household. {S} And
Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and
said: "How did the king of Israel get him honour to-day,
who uncovered himself to-day in the eyes of the handmaids
of his servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly
uncovereth himself!’

21 And David said unto Michal: '‘Before the LORD, who
chose me above thy father, and above all his house, to
appoint me prince over the people of the LORD, over
Israel, before the LORD will I make merry.

22 And I will be yet more vile than thus, and will be base in
mine own sight; and with the handmaids whom thou hast
spoken of, with them will I get me honour.’

23 And Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the
day of her death. {P}
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14 And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him: ’Is
there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our father’s
house?

15 Are we not accounted by him strangers? for he hath
sold us, and hath also quite devoured our price.

16 For all the riches which God hath taken away from our
father, that is ours and our children’s. Now then,
whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do.’
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18 Now David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to
Ramabh, and told him all that Saul had done to him. And
he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth.

19 And it was told Saul, saying: ‘Behold, David is at
Naioth in Ramah.’

20 And Saul sent messengers to take David; and when
they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and
Samuel standing as head over them, the spirit of God
came upon the messengers of Saul, and they also
prophesied.

21 And when it was told Saul, he sent other messengers,
and they also prophesied. {S} And Saul sent messengers
again the third time, and they also prophesied.

22 Then went he also to Ramah, and came to the great
cistern that is in Secu; and he asked and said: "Where are
Samuel and David?’ And one said: 'Behold, they are at
Naioth in Ramah.’

23 And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah; and the
spirit of God came upon him also, and he went on, and
prophesied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah.

24 And he also stripped off his clothes, and he also
prophesied before Samuel, and lay down naked all that
day and all that night. Wherefore they say: 'Is Saul also
among the prophets?’ {P}
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17.1 Shmuel 10
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thou art come thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a band
of prophets coming down from the high place with a
psaltery, and a timbrel, and a pipe, and a harp, before them;
and they will be prophesying.

6 And the spirit of the LORD will come mightily upon thee,
and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into
another man.

7 And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that
thou do as thy hand shall find; for God is with thee.

10 And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a band of
prophets met him; and the spirit of God came mightily upon
him, and he prophesied among them.

11 And it came to pass, when all that knew him beforetime
saw that, behold, he prophesied with the prophets, {S} then
the people said one to another: *What is this that is come
unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?’

12 And one of the same place answered and said: And who
is their father?” Therefore it became a proverb: 'Is Saul also
among the prophets?’
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