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Shemuel, Week 95: 19:19-24 — Concluding the Chapter T
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1. Rabbi Elchanan Samet, http://www.ybm.org.il/Admin/uploaddata/LessonsFiles/Pdf/11843.pdf
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There is a difference between the situations, and the stories are not so similar. Achaziah son of Achav was not only the
son of wicked Izevel, but also a wicked king in his own right, and he pursued Eliyahu to kill him. Because of his illness,
he sent agents to Baal Zevuv first, to ask if he would heal, and only after that did he turn to Eliyahu, prophet of Gd. In
such a case, one should respond to the king correspondingly, meaning, the use of force by the king should be
reciprocated with the use of force by the prophet.
On the other hand, Shaul was a good man, just of shaken spirit, who admired and esteemed Shemuel. Shemuel also
felt this, but once David chose to hide with him, specifically, he was cast into an unpleasant situation. Neither Shemuel
nor Shaul wished to harm the other, and therefore the atmosphere was calmer, and the response to the agents was more
sympathetic.
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There is no doubt that fire is one of the main characteristics of his stormy way: Eliyahu established the entire nation’s
faith in the gathering at Mount Carmel via fire descending from Heaven, and he repeated the message in our story, “If
| am a Man of Gd, let fire descend from the heavens and consume you and your men.” But it is not clear that this path
of intimidation aids in guiding Israel. Already at Horeb, between the gathering at Mount Carmel and the story of
Achaziah, Gd testified to Eliyahu, “Gd is not in the fire.” The story of the military officers testified that Eliyahu did not
internalize that message, and therefore it was decreed that he leave the world — which he did with “chariots of fire and
horses of fire”...
In this chapter we separate from Shemuel, one of the greatest leaders to arise for the nation of Israel, and the parting
scene expresses the full power of this prophet. Shemuel, who succeeded in birthing in Israel a meaningful spiritual
revolution via his systematic work and his ability to connect with the nation, descends from the stage of history in a way
that arouses respect and esteem: dealing with opponents, who come from a negative direction, by elevating their
spiritual level and bringing them to prophecy. On the night that Shemuel was dedicated as a prophet, the text
emphasized, “And the word of Gd was rare in those days; there was no widespread prophecy.” At the conclusion of
that chapter it already says, “And Gd continued to be revealed in Shiloh, for Gd was revealed to Shemuel in Shiloh,
with the word of Gd.” It now becomes clear that Shemuel’s strength was to bring Israel to a high level of prophecy,
even to join regular people from the nation to bands of prophets.
Shemuel merit that part of Yoel ben Petuel’s prophecy would come true in his generation: “And after that, | will pour our
My spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters will prophesy.”
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3. Talmud, Shabbat 104a
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What is the meaning of Mishlei 3:34, "For the scorners He will scorn, and to the humble He will show favour"2 One
who seeks impurity will be given the opportunity; one who seeks purity will be assisted.

4. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 11a
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Onkelos son of Klonymus converted. The governor sent Roman troops after him; he drew them with verses, and they
converted.
He then sent more Roman troops after him, and told them, “Don’t say anything at all to him.” When they were walking,
he said to them, “Let me just tell you something: A neophra carries the torch before the piphiora, the piphiora for the
duksa, the duksa for the hegmona, the hegmona for the kuma; does the kuma carry the torch before anyone?” They
replied: No. He said to them, “Gd carried the torch before Israel, as it says, ‘And Gd went before them by day, etc.!””
All of them converted.
He then sent more Roman troops after him, and told them, “Don’t engage in any speech with him.” When they took him
and went, he saw the mezuzah on the entrance, put his hand on it, and said to them, “What is this2” They replied: You
tell us! He told them, “Normally, a flesh and blood king sits inside and his servants guard him from outside. But Gd's
servants are inside, and He guards them from outside, as it says, ‘Gd will guard your going and coming from now,
forever!’” They converted.
He did not send any more after him.

Shemuel and Dovid: One more favour?
5. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra, Introduction to Ruth
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Because David is the root of Israelite monarchy, David’s lineage was recorded in the holy texts.

6. Rabbi Yehoshua Bachrach, nio%n 5w pp. 11-12
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“And Shemuel arose and went to Ramah,” and there the prophet isolated himself. He was as one who secludes himself

with his soul, in pain and disappointment. And perhaps from there he was awakened and he wrote this beautiful

megillah, and from there he sent to David this blessing, hidden, for this is the book of David’s lineage.

7. Talmud, Yevamot 76b-77a
AW 7% R MR "OORYAWST 0" 22001 ", w1 N2 PR DR K2 WK OORIWOT RN MW WK 12 XA 11,7008 T1N9RY Cva
R2Y 92K NP2y R?Y 1AV L,oNNTT ORMAY DW T 1°2n 1921910 T2 ,2902 0T I 7977 YW IDRY 1 93" nRY HRYNWD 1290
"1raRn
[Doeg] wished to proclaim against [David]. Inmediately, “And Amasa, son of a man named Yitra haYisraeli, who had
wedded Avigayil daughter of Nachash,” but it also says “Yeter haYishmaeli” — Rava said: He girded himself with his
sword like an Ishmaelite. He said, “Anyone who does not heed this law shall be stabbed with a sword. This is my
tradition from the court of Shemuel of Ramah: “’Amoni’, not ‘Amonit’, ‘Moavi’, not ‘Moavit'!”



The Betrayal of Shaul?
8. Rabbi Amichai Shoham, 12128 my 772

AXYY MRTY PHYT 0 Y D100 1R WORW 700 YT L7712 TIT WXV R¥M 0
So David finds himself alone, aware that no man can help him, and he must take care of himself.

Review Questions for Chapter 19

19:1-7 Shaul and Yehonatan

(1) Why does Shaul think he can be open with Yehonatan about his desire to kill Dovid?
(2) How does Yehonatan try to convince Shaul to stop attacking Dovid?

19:8-10 Shaul attacks Dovid while he is playing music; Dovid flees
(3) Why are the Plishtim still attacking?
(4) If Shaul swore not to harm Dovid, why did he attack Dovid now?

19:11-17 Shaul and Michal

(5) Why does Shaul tell his men to surround the house, but not enter?
(6) How does Michal know that Shaul wants to kill Dovid?

(7) Why do Michal and Dovid have ferafim?

(8) What is kevir izim?

(9) Has Michal chosen Dovid?

19:18-24 Shaul and Shemuel

(10)  Why does Shemuel take Dovid to Nayot2

(11)  What happened to Shaul’s agents?

(12)  Why does Shaul remove his royal clothing?

(13)  See Melachim Il 1; why does Eliyahu burn them, while Shemuel gives them prophecy?

Outline of Chapter 20

20:1-4 Yehonatan insists his father doesn’t want to kill Dovid
20:5-17 Dovid devises a Rosh Chodesh test of Shaul’s intentions
20:18-23 The test is set in motion

20:24-34 Shaul fails the test
20:35-42 Yehonatan admits the truth to Dovid



