Medical Treatment on Shabbat # 19: Wound Care, Part 4 / Health Maintenance

R" Mordechai Torczyner — michael.torczyner@ yu.edu

Melachah Case Halachah
Stitching
Tying a Knot
Transport

Coloring

Tearing

Questions you asked last time
1. Talmud, Shabbat 51b, with Rashi
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One may not crush snow or ice on Shabbat to make its liquid flow...
Rashi: “One may not crush” — breaking info fine pieces...
Rashi: “To make its liquid flow” — because this is molid on Shabbat, and it is like melachah, creating this liquid.

2. Rabbi Shalom Yosef Gelber, Rabbi Yitzchak Mordechai Rubin (20t-21st century Israel), Orchot Shabbat 4:49
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One may place sugar and coffee grounds and other dissolvable powders in water and mix them so that they dissolve
in the water, and there is no prohibition of molid.

3. Rabbi Shalom Yosef Gelber, Rabbi Yitzchak Mordechai Rubin (20t-21st century Israel), Orchot Shabbat 15 (45)
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Perhaps even those who prohibit elsewhere would be lenient in our case, since the entire purpose of the liquid in the
can is to bring it out into the world and turn it into foam there. Such a case appears not to be molid.

4. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (20t century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 320:56
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And so one may put red wine into white wine, even though it turns red. [And even intending from the start to affect the

appearance of the food or liquid, it is still logical that we should not be strict. So it appears from the Pri Megadim. And

from the Nishmat Adam, it appears appropriate to avoid this.] Still, one may not alter the appearance of whiskey or

honey to cause people to buy it...

Koreia

5. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16t century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 314:8
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Chotalot (receptacles made of leaves) holding dates and dried figs — if the cover is tied with rope, one may undo and

break the ropes and cut, even with a knife, and even the body of the receptacles. All of this is like breaking nuts to take

the food inside.

6. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19t-20t century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 340:45
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Where pages are stuck to each other with wax, or during the tying [of the binding], one may open them, since the
[adhering] is not done to be enduring, and certainly here where [the adhering] happens automatically, unintentionally.
Therefore it is not at all like stitching, and there is no issue of tearing.

7. Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg (20t century Israel), Tzitz Eliezer 16:6:5
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There is still a problem with this, and it is with the adhering strips [=band-aids]. The kind | have heard about, they say
that the adhering strips are placed in a plastic cover which is stuck to them, protecting them until the time comes to use
them. These covers are made in the factory where they produce the band-aids, and so they are placed and attached to
them in order to remain there for more than one day, until the time when the consumer uses them. If so, the problem of
non-permanent stitches returns, and many authorities believe that tearing them away is at least a rabbinic prohibition...
But the recommended strategy for Gd-fearing people would be to be careful with such band-aids, to tears from them the
plastic that adheres to them on Friday, close to dark. Then there is no concern if they re-attach them immediately
thereafter, for this second attachment is done for it to adhere for less than one day, for anything less than 24 hours is
considered “that day” as explained in Mishneh Berurah 317:6. His intent at the time of attachment is to again tear off
the attachment in order to use the strips for Friday night and the next day, and as | have said, in such a case everyone
agrees that it is permitted.

8. Rabbi Asher Weiss (20t-21st century Israel), Minchat Asher 2:39:2
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It appears, in my humble opinion, that this attachment is not “stitching” at all, and it is not like the Rambam regarding
sticking papers together. Since the entire goal of this attachment is to enable removing the band-aid without tearing, this
is like placing, not sticking. “Stitching” and “tearing” descended as one from the heavens, one parallel to the other, and
if there is no tearing then there is no stitching. And since the entire purpose of these band-aids is that they peel away
from their original attachment easily, this is not at all like sticking papers with a scribe’s paste, which makes a complete
attachment and requires actual tearing to separate them.

9. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth (20th-2 1t century Israel), Shemirat Shabbat k’Hilchatah 35 (63)
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The attachment is so that the adhesive won't be ruined when the bandage is needed, and [the attachment] is done only
for the sake of removing it afterward.

Exercise on Shabbat
10. Talmud, Berachot 23b
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One who wishes to enter a set meal should walk ten times, four cubits each, or four times, ten cubits each, then use the
washroom, then enter [the meal].

11.Talmud, Shabbat 41a
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One who eats and does not walk minimally [four cubits] afterward will have his food rot in him...



12. Talmud, Gittin 67b
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Rav Yosef exerted himself with a mill, Rav Sheshet exerted himself with boards, saying, “Melachah is great, for it warms

the one who does it.”

13. Tosefta, Shabbat 16:23
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A person may not run on Shabbat to strain himself, but one may stroll in an ordinary manner, even for the entire day.

14.Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 4:5
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Why was Tur Shimon destroyed? Some say because of sexual immorality, some say because of ball-playing.



