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Ruth, Week 7: Who is Boaz? The Reality of Gleaning

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Who is Boaz? (continued)

1. Dr. Yael Ziegler, ¥ %°3n manz1 2972, pg. 2
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It is correct that Ruth’s self-nullification is not something Judaism demands of every Jew, but it is a clear requirement

when speaking of our leader. Not only do we expect this from our leader, but it is a prerequisite for establishment of

the monarchy. Without Ruth at the helm, without someone who is equipped to give in a clear and selfless way to others,

the monarchy is not a promise or vision of plenty, but a dangerous threat, a terrifying future, a recipe for lawlessness,

corruption and tyranny.

2. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 34:8
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The Torah taught you proper conduct; when one performs a mitzvah, he should do it with a joyful heart. Had Reuven

known that Gd would write of him, “And Reuven heard, and he saved him from their hand,” he would have carried

[Yosef] and brought him to his father. And had Boaz known that Gd would write of him, “And he gave her parched

grain,” he would have fed her fat calves.

3. Talmud, Bava Batra 91a
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Rabbah bar Rav Huna cited Rav: Ivtzan is Boaz.

4. Shoftim 12:8-10
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And after [Yiftach] judged Israel Ivizan of Bethlehem. And he had 30 sons, and 30 daughters he sent outside, and 30

daughters he brought for his sons from outside. And he judged Israel for seven years. And Ivizan died, and he was

buried in Bethlehem.

5. Ivtzan: Prequel to Ruth https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/879124/

6. Ralbag to Shoftim 12:8
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And because it appears from his story that Boaz was a judge in Israel and he was from Bethlehem, and no other shofeit

besides Ivizan was from Bethlehem, our Sages said that Ivizan is Boaz. This is correct.

7. Talmud, Bava Batra 91a
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What does this teach us? Like another lesson of Rabbah bar Rav Huna, who said citing Rav: Boaz made 120 feasts for
his children, as Shoftim 12:9 says... For each child he made two feasts, one in his father’s house and one in his father-
in-law’s house. At each feast he did not invite Manoach; he said, “With what will this childless mule pay me backe”
We learned: All of them died in his lifetime. It is as people say: “If you birthed sixty in your lifetime, what are the sixty
for you? Go have another child, who is more energetic than sixty.”
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https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/879124/

Why doesn’t Naomi go with Ruth?

8. Malbim to Ruth 2:2
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She decided to go collect as one of the paupers, for she did not wish that her mother-inlaw go with her as well; there
would be great shame and humiliation, as she had been known in the city as a powerful and wealthy woman. And
[Ruth] accepted upon herself to go, since no one knew her. Thus it says, “And Ruth the Moabite” said — meaning, she
was from another land, and she would not be embarrassed, and she would support her mother-in-law with dignity.
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Naomi’s response appears weak and fuzzy, as seen in her terse language and lack of energy. In fact, in Naomi’s brief
words we hear the echo of her earlier attempt to prevent her daughters-in-law from joining her... The fact that these are
Naomi’s first words to Ruth since her stubborn attempt to convince Ruth to return to her nation seems to point to the fact
that Naomi is trying to push Ruth away — even as Ruth aspires to draw near to her and to serve her mother-in-law.

What was going on in the fields?
10. Clear instructions  Vayikra 19:9-10, Vayikra 23:22, Devarim 24:19

o Leket Gathering what the workers drop
e Shichichah  Taking stalks the workers miss
e Peah Taking the corner of the field, which is left at the end of the harvest
e Shibbolim Stalks
e  Omarim Bound sheaves
11.And yet! Ruth 2:2, 2:9, 2:15, 2:16, 2:22

12. Prof. Feivel Meltzer, Daat Mikra to Ruth 2:2
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And even though gleaning for the needy is biblical, still, it is like all gifts to the needy and tzedakah; not everyone gives
with a smile.

13. Malbim to Ruth 2:2
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And she said “I will collect (leket) among the stalks” — meaning, she would only take leket, for which the needy are not
as demanding, for there are many fields and each one collects in a separate field. As opposed to peah, where each
grabs from the other, for the law is that if 99 [paupers] say to [have the owner] distribute it and one says to have the
paupers take, we listen to the one who says to take (Mishnah Peah 4:1). If so, the paupers would take by force, and if
she wanted to take then those of bitter spirit would harm her. Also regarding leket, she said, “after the one in whose
eyes | find favour,” that if | see that the owner of the field looks at me with a stingy eye, | will not collect there, until | see
that | have found favour and | will not suffer shame from the harvesters or the other paupers.

14.Talmud, Shabbat 113b
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“And she went and she returned and she gathered in the field” — Rabbi Elazar said: She went and returned and went
until she found proper people with whom to go.



