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Shemuel, Week 92: 192:11-19:17 — Michal Chooses Sides?
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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Review of Chapter 19 to this point
e Shaul openly calls for Dovid’s death; Yehonatan warns Dovid
e Yehonatan attempts to calm down Shaul, apparently successfully, and he tells Dovid he is safe
e Dovid sees Shaul attempt to kill him again

1. Tehillim 59

2. Ralbag to Shemuel | 19:11
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To watch him, so that he would not leave them, so that they could bring him to [Shaul] in the morning to kill him via one
of his servants, such that Shaul could verify that David was dead. This is why he did not instruct the agents he sent to
David’s house to kill him; he feared that David might execute a plot with them to escape with his life in some way. Also,
Shaul wanted to do this in secret...

3. Metzudat David to Shemuel | 19:11
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“To watch him” lest he flee at night, and to bring him in the morning to stand before [Shaul] as he had before, to kill
him with some tactic, throwing his spear and the like...

4. Malbim to Shemuel | 19:11
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He found a claim against him, to judge him as a rebel against the throne for leaving without his permission. As a cover
to justify killing him, [Shaul] first sent agents to watch him. This was a great tactic, for if he would kill [David] immediately
then people would say he had killed him without due process. If he would not send to watch him, but only to bring him
in the morning, people would say, “But he didn't flee from before the king; he stayed home, and he did not flee at
night.” Therefore, he sent to guard him all night, so that he could say that this was why [David] had not fled from his
home, as he had been prevented from this by the guards. And he also thought that perhaps [David] would stand against
the guards, and then his blood would be on his head.

5. Malbim to Shemuel | 19:14
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The mission of the first group was only to guard him, and he also thought that if they would desire to take him, he would
stand against them, and so he would become legally liable for death.

6. Ralbag to Shemuel Il 1, Lesson 31
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It is suitable for one who seeks to achieve a goal to not stint on any means which could lead to the completion of that
goal in the most complete way. Thus you will find that it did not only say that Michal lowered David from the window,
that he might escape from her father by fleeing, for perhaps the king would order it and they would pursue him and



catch him. But she brought in other means, placing the ferafim in the bed and the kevir izim at its head, so that when
Shaul’s agents would come to her she could say that he was ill, and they would leave him for some time, or perhaps
Shaul would be appeased by this and he would not try to kill [David] anymore, for he would see that he had not
succeeded and perhaps Gd would strike [David], or perhaps Shaul would regret this rage and leave him be. Either
way, David would have the chance to flee and distance himself from that place, such that he would not fall into Shaul’s
hands, and he would be saved.

7. Terafim
e Shoftim 17:5, Melachim Il 23:24
e Shemuel | 15:23, Yechezkel 21:26, Zecharyah 10:2
e Bereishit 31, Hosheia 3:4

8. Rabbi Abraham lbn Ezra to Bereishit 31:19
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Some say these were copper implements used to determine the units of hours. Others say that astrologers can create
forms which will speak at set times; they cite, "The ferafim will speak corruption." That isn't what the sentence means,
though. It seems to me that ferafim are human forms created to receive celestial forces in a way | cannot explain. Proof
to this explanation of ferafim is in the ferafim that Michal bat Shaul placed in the bed, such that the guards thought they
were the body of David (Samuel | 19).

9. Don Isaac Abarbanel to Shemuel | 19:13-14
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| think that the ferafim in general are a human form. Some are made for idolatry, and some to draw down celestial
influence, and some to know the time of day, and some are made in the form of a known person, resembling his
appearance and form. Women made these in the form of their husbands, so that his appearance would always be
before their eyes, because of their great love for him. Michal’s ferafim were of this last type, in the form of David,
because of her great love for David. There was no sin in this. Therefore, she placed them in his place, since they
resembled him.

10. Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book VI 11:4, Whiston tr.
So she let him down by a cord out of the window, and saved him: and after she had done so, she fitted up a bed for
him as if he were sick, and put under the bed-clothes a goat's liver...

11. Metzudat David to Shemuel | 19:14
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“And he sent” - In the morning, he sent after him to stand before [Shaul], as he had before.

12. Malbim to Shemuel | 19:15
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“To see David” for if he would actually not be ill, he would be rebelling in pretending to be ill. And if he were truly ill,
[Shaul] could claim against him that this was why he had not fled, because his illness had prevented it...

13. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, %11 2pw» som> ppa By 9291 717 192 2% nown, Megadim 36 (5763)
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The text emphasized that Michal identified herself as “his wife Michal”, and acted accordingly. Michal’s love for David
brought her to aid her husband to flee from her father.

14.Shemuel | 19:12 and Shemuel Il 6:16
15. Bereishit 31:4-5, 14-16

16. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, %1171 2pws som> ppa by 92523 717 192 2% nown, Megadim 36 (5763)
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It appears that the root of the matter is embedded in that which we noted earlier. As we've said, Michal’s love for David
was one-sided. In such a situation, Michal’s self-sacrifice and her ability to stand before her father could not last long.
With David's flight, and the active severing of the bond between David and Michal, Shaul’s influence over Michal
became stronger, and she began to feel that she was first and foremost “the daughter of Shaul”, and only later — “the
wife of David”. It appears that this is why Michal did not object to marriage with Palti ben Layish.

17. Malbim to Tehillim 59:1
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First it spoke of the time when he was before Shaul, and [Shaul] cast his spear to strike him, and Gd saved him. (1-7)

Then it spoke of [Shaul] sending guards in the evening to watch the house, to kill him, and how the matter became

known with Gd's help. He prayed to escape from them. (8-15)

Then he cursed his foes. (16-end)



