Dperation Olive Oil
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: ow you shall command the Children of Israel that they shall take for you pure, pressed though such impurities could be filtered out later on, the
olive oil for illumination, to kindle the lamp continually. 2! In the Tent of Meeting, outside sense of the verse is that the oil had to be absolutely pure

the Partition that is near the Testimonial-tablets, Aaron and his sons shall arrange it from fromn the start. Therefore,the ofl was made by pressing each

evening until morning, before HASHEM, an eternal decree for their generations, from the Children

of Israel.
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tree, while the olives are on the tree, they are picked and brought
down from the tree. They are beaten, and once they are beaten, they

%are taken to the press and put into a crusher. Then they are crushed ' '
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#4321 — And so, too, the people of Israel, when they fulfil the will
of the Omnipresent they stand above the other nations, as it
is stated, It shall be that if you hearken to the voice of HASHEM,
your God, to observe, to perform all of His commandments . . . then
HASHEM, your God, will make you supreme over all the nations
of the earth (ibid. 28:1).%%  »xn ™5 npr py1 ne 0y — This is
the explanation of the verse, A leafy olive tree, beautiful with
shapely fruit.
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~Ksav Sofer (ibid.) gxpféins that this analogy amplifies the preceding
one, which compares the persecution of Israel to the beating of olives
1o release their oil. The people of Israel, influenced by the ways of the
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nations among whom they are scattered, are oftentimes indistinguish-
able from their hosts. One imagines that Israel’s saturation is com-
Gplete, that the attitudes and beliefs of the nations have penetrated
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s0 deeply that her people are utterly changed, and repentance is no
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longer possible. The Midrash assures us otherwise. Israel, like the
olive oil to which she is compared, does not ever truly intermingle
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with other nations. When the oil that is Israel does not rise to the top,
it may appear that the Jews have been thoroughly subsumed into the
\Tien culture that surrounds them, that nothing remains of what once ”
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distinguished God's nation from all others. But in fact, in the deepest
"&recesses of their hearts, the chosen people remain separate and dis- |
tinct, unaffected by the sinfulness and materialism that Tills the world
in which they dwell. Their inmost souls are pure, their profoundest
intentions are good, they lack only the impetus to scrape away the
encrustation of centuries that interposes between Israel and her
Father Above. What goads them into action? The sufferings of exile,
and the regret and self-reproach that scourge the heart. Under these

twin lashes, Israel shakes off the dreadful burden ofher-evilinciina-\
tion, freeing herself at last to follow the essential yearni f the
heart, to breathe life into the spark that resides in the souls of her
people, to release the oil gathered within, the fuel meeting the flarme,
the pure and sacred oil of the soul catching fire, bright with a new

light to illuminate the world.
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Teshuvah by Force

If we consider carefully, it is obvious that teshuvah which is prompted
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by duress is of a very Jow standard. Real and sincere repentance should

be independent of outside considerations, motivated by one’s own

distress at failure in religious life. But this is the very concept which
Qur midrash is rejecting!
(The teshuvah of Yisrael is likened to the olive and the procedure

which its oil is obtained. The very nature of the olive is that with-
out all of the pressing and crushing described in the midrash, o oil is

). available, This is its praise — that it fulfills the purpose for which it was

L created by being subjected to these harsh procedures. As an olive, it is

relatively useless — a mixture of oil and material which will eventu-

£ aﬂ{r be discarded, Its nature and function are revealed by extracting
the oil from the waste.

This is the intended comparison to klal Yisrael. At root, they are

good, but sometimes destructive ideas and actions creep into their

Jives. These must be expunged by certain outside influences. T hrough

this, they can return to their pristine state, discarding the “waste” ele-

ments in their lives.

This is analogous to the way the Rambam describes the proce-
dure mandated for a recalcitrant husband who refuses to give his wife
a get (divorce bill):

If the law deems it appropriate, they force him to divorce his wife. If

he doesn’t consent to the divorce, the beis din of Yisrael, at any time

or place, may beat him until he says, “I want to.”...And why is this
get not invalid — was he not forced?...! Let us consider the case of
someone whose bad inclination overcomes him to nullify a mitzvah
. orto commit a sin. If we beat him until he does the thing which he is
obliged to do or separates from the prohibited thing, this is not con-
sidered duress — for he had compelled himself with his wicked
mind-set. Therefore, he who does not want to divorce his wife, since
he wants to be amember of Yisrael and he wants to perform all of the
mitzvos and to keep away from sin, but his inclination overcame
him, when we beat him until his inclination is weakened and he says,

“] want to,” he has executed the get willingly.
(Rambam, Yad, Hilchos Geirushin 2:20)

At heart, the disobedient husband is a good Jew; he really wants

to adHiere to the requirements of the Torah and, in this case, to divorce

his wife. However, a temporary spiritual blockage prevents this from

happening. Subjecting him to corporal punishment strips away this
ayer of wickedness, leaving the man’s true will exposed, with which
‘he can execute the divorce. This sort of temporary problem and its re-
moval is exactly the situation described by the midrash, but at a na-
tional level. Indeed, Chazal say:
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One act of self—reprbac}; in the heart is worth more than mans physi-
cal lashes

(Berachos 7a)

How can this be true? Actually, it teaches us that the purpose of
corporal punishment (or national suffering on a wider scale) is to peel
away the layers of dross from Yisrael and to reveal their true natures
Certainly, then, when a person is able to subdue his own evil inclirj

tions and do the job without external stimuli, all the better. Then the
real personality of Yisrael can shine through, without the need for at-
tack or punishment.
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PURE OLIVE OIL, CRUSHED FOR LIGHTING. (ibid.)
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ain reward for Torah learning is reserved for the toil. The Chofetz
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Chaim noted that in mundane activities, payments are usually based on re-

sults, not efforts. For example, a tailor is paid for the garment he has produced,
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713772 PR 590 1R TR MW Y7RT Prowim? YRpI 7R mawni 1y

and not for the amount of effort he expended to make it. With Torah, on the

' other hand, the reward is based on the amount of effort exerted, as we say in
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the prayer upon completing a masechta, “We toil and they toil, we toil and re-
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geive reward, but they toil and do not receive reward”

In a similar vein, Rav Dessler explained the statement in the Gemara (Bava
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Basra 10b) “I saw an upside-down world; the elevated ones were at the bot-
tom, and the lowly ones on top” as follows: In this world people do not take
effort into account, and only talented people are feted, whereas in the World to
Come the efforts exerted by a person are valued, not the results. Consequently,
those who are elevated in this world and have become famous because of their.
talents may find themselves in a low place in the World to Come if they have
not toiled sufficiently, whereas those who are unknown or lowly in this world
dye to a lack of talent, but have learned with great toil, will be elevated in the
: World to Come.
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68 / Reb Chaim’s Discourses — Parashas Toldos
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Chazal tell us, ["Tpiy D3 D™ DR™TY 191 W "2y DipR3,
In the place that penitents stand, even the completely righteous
cannot stand (Berachos 34b). In a similar vein the verse heralding the
call to teshuvah, repentance — TRY% 11 1y YK naw, Return,
Israel, unto Hashem your God — describes teshuvah as reaching to

the throne of the Almighty (see Yoma 86a). The reason being nbw3 13

Y3, for you have stumbled by your sins (Hoshea 14:2). It is the
stumbling itself on the obstacles of sin that carries within it the

potential to elevate a person to the very throne of the Almighty.
4 Why is it s0? How does sin serve as the lever to elevate'a person?

The answer is that the primary impediment to self-improvement and
MMmmmwmnper
a_person’s spiritual growth but it renders him totally insensitive, as_
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well. This, finds expression in Yeshayahu's rebuke:

2 P ia%) R TSI YE3 LMD DY W 3 1Y

(30D Myw?) by DK NIYH DK DnKT? T
Because this nation has approached Me, honoring Me
with their mouths and lips, but their heart was far from
Me, and their fear-of Me was only by force of habit
(Yeshayahu 29:13).

wOnce Israel’s worship of God was ‘by force of habit,’ thelr hearts
were automatically ‘far from Me'. All that they did became but lip
service. All, even their fear of God, was an external performance
divorced from and devoid of any heartfelt inspiration. The passion
and fire were gone, extinguished by the ‘force of habit.”

Habit and routine can turn even the fear of God into a mechanical
reflex! So, too, does Moshe describe Israel's downfall as being the
nadir of a process of habituality. Thus, Dpawin o3 %31 093 T%in "

-

Yop ooyl onowm yIRa, When you will beget children and
grandchildren, and you will remain in the land for a long time, you
will become corrupt and you will make an idol (Devarim 4:25).

" According to Ramban, it is the DR, becoming old, well worn, ie. .
set in one’s ways, that spawns the corruption of idolatry. It is only the}
“shock of the clear perception of one’s downfall that awakens and
rouses one to action. The impact of this realization when fully
“harnessed can elevate one to new heights, indeed %K 11 1y, to the
very throne of the Almighty.
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