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17 HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 18 “You shall make a copper Laver and its base of
~jpcopper, for washing; place it between the Tent of Meeting and the Altar, and put water there,
19 From it, Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands together with their feet, 2° Whenever they
come to the Tent of Meeting, they shall wash with water and not die, or when they approach
the Altar to serve, to raise up in smoke a fire-offering to HASHEM, 2! They shall wash their hands
and feet and not die. It shall be for them an eternal decree, for him and his offspring for their

generations.”
f
V6
8 He made the Laver of copper and its base of copper, from the mirrors of the legions who
massed at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.
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~ This parshah is followed by that of the Kiyor,

was a copper vessel filled with spring-water, from which the Kohanim

———

the ia\;er. The Kiyor

would purify their hands and feet prior to performing the service of

the Mishkan. This is the first occasion that the Kiyor is mentioned in
the Torah. It is absent from the lists of the Mishkan’s vessels in Parshas

Terumah and Tetzaveh. Furthermore, the Kiyor does not appear in

the list of vessels that were made from the coppe

r contributed as part

of the terumas HaMishkan in Parshas Vayakhel.

In Vayakhel, the Torah tells us that the Kiyor was made “nixm3

TV PR IND RN WR MR - of the mirrors of the legions that

gathered at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting” (Shemos 38:8 i

-

explains that these legions were the nashim tzidkanios, the righteous

women of Bnei Yisroel, who had come to contribute their copper

199

mirrors to the Mishkan. Rashi also mentions that the copper mirrors

were donated in addition to the terumas HaMishkan, and were not

counted with the rest of the copper in the reckoning at the beginning
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8. nxayn nxR3 — From the legions of mirrors. The Laver
[Kiyor] was a very large copper basin in the Tabernacle
Courtyard from which the Kohanim were required to wash
their hands and feet before performing the service. It was
not made of copper from the regular contributions, since
the Laver is not listed below (vs. 38-39) among the items
that were made from that copper. Our verse tells us that the
Laver was made exclusively from the brightly polished
sheets of copper that women used as mirrors, in those
days. When the call went out for contributions, the women
came with their copper mirrors and piled them up at
Moses' dwelling, which, until the erection of the Taberna-
cle, was known as the Tent of Meeting (33:7). Moses was
reluctant to accept such gifts for the Tabernacle, because
they had been used to incite lust. God told him he was
wrong, however, because these very same mirrors had
been instrumental in‘the survival of the nation. In Egypt,
the men had come home at night exhausted from a long
day of backbreaking labor in the fields, and the women had

used their mirrors to help entice them to continue normal
family life. Thanks to this, legfons of Jewish children were
born. To the contrary, God said, not only should the
mirrors be accepted, they should be used in their entirety
to make the Laver. [The reason the Torah does not give a
specific size for the Laver Is that every single mirror had to
go into it, no matter how big it would become — so sacred
were those mirrors (lbn Ezra).] The Laver was unique in that
its water would be used in the future to bring peace
between husband and wife by proving the innocence of
women accused of adultery (see Numbers 5:17,28). Thus,
the Implements that brought husbands and wives
together in Egypt were used exclusively to fashion the
utensil that would end suspicion and animosity within
families (Rashi).

W3y Y8 — Those who massed. The women massed at
Moses' tent to bring their mirrors (Rashi). The women had
always massed at Moses' tent to pray and hear the
teachings of God (Onkelos), and to rid themselves of the
temptations and base pleasures of this world (/bn Ezra).
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of Parshas Pikudei.

Thus, the Kiyor is unique among the vessels of the Mishkan in that
it was not constructed from the materials contributed by all the people,
but only from this special contribution of the righteous women. The
gathering of the women at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting shows

~v us the extent to which the women desired to participate in the avo
das HaMishkan. They therefore took their most prized possessions,
the mirrors they would use to adorn themselves, which symbolized

skthe pfe&ccupation with worldly matters, and dedicated them to the
service of the Mishkan, declaring, “*51’71 22m 1171 W — Grace is false
and beauty is vanity” (Mishlei 31:30).
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G\l‘lu-n clore, we must strive to follow the ruling of the Shulchan Aruch
{5y having a clear kavanah in mind when doiflg all mitzvos. When doing
Ay mizvah, especially one of those listed above, one should think,
wint denngy this mitzvah nya nIY WKy — as Hashem commanded.

KAVANAH B’MITZVOS CAN OPEN OUR EYES
10 MITZVAH OPPORTUNITIES

In order to infuse kavanah into our actions, we need to learn the
mitzvos and recognize opportunities to fulfill them. If we do this, we
will see that such opportunities surround us on all sides.

There are many mitzvos we can do throughout our day which we tend
to overlook and forget, simply because we do not think about them.

For example, there are many activities that we do every day which, if
we would have kavanah, would be considered acts of chessed. Helping
out in the home, lending a listening ear to your child, or giving them
something to eat are all acts of chessed.

Even outside the home, one can fulfill many mitzvos of chessed each
day simply by being aware that every helpful thing we do for someone
else is a chessed. When doing these things, a person should be happy,
viewing them not as a burden, chas v’shalom, but rather as a great
opportunity to fulfill the commandment of Hashem.

-’In other areas as well, kavanah can transform ordinary actions into

mitzvos. For example, paying a worker on the day they did the work,
lending someone money, or removing a hazard from the street are all
considered to be mitzvos if done with kavanah.

Therefore, in order to ensure that one’s actions are considered as
mitzvos, it goes without saying that a person must have broad knowl-
edge of the mitzvos of the Torah.

For example, when making the brachah of HaGomel after surviving
a dangerous situation, one can fulfill the mitzvah of remembering
Hashem’s kindnesses.> And when one mentions the word Shabbos

before the daily Shir shel yom, they can fulfill the mitzvah of Zachor es)

yom haShabbos I'kadesho. One must, however, have kavanah in order.
to fulfill these mitzvos.

10 ——

When an elderly person or talmid chacham passes by, one should stand
up, having kavanah to fulfill the mitzvah of mipnei seivah takumv’hadarta...
Those who learn Torah in the beis medrash should have kavanah to fulfill
the mitzvah of talmud Torah before learning. When answering a fellow
student’s question in learning or assisting a weaker student, he should

( have kavanah that he is doing the mitzvah of chessed. Similarly, when he

returns a sefer to its proper place after learning, he should have kavanah
that he is doing a chessed to the person who will need the sefer next.

t is thus possible that two men can learn together all their lives, but
after passing away and entering the World to Come, they may discover
that there is a huge difference between them. The one who was careful
to have kavanah when learning Torah and doing mitzvos will receive a
complete reward for his actions, whereas the other, who was not careful
to have kavanah, will receive a reward that is greatly compromised. Who

,~Jcan imagine the pain that he will feel when he discovers that this un-

¥

imaginable loss could have been prevented merely by havine kavan~1-"

N a s

KAVANAH B’MITZVOS CONNECTS US TO
HASHEM AT ALL TIMES

Whether one is a kollel man learning in the beis medrash or a busi-
nessman who spends his day at the office, it is incumbent on a person
to try to connect to Hashem constantly. Even when a person is not in

\\6- .

shul or the beis medrash, one should not feel that they are disconnected
from their avodas Hashem.

7\/Being aware of the countless opportunities to do mitzvos and taking
advantage of them by having kavanah for each one, a person will always
stay connected to Hashem, the Source of all blessing — even while busy
with work or errands. A person who always has kavanah before doing
mitzvos will continually increase their awareness of Hashem and con-
nection to Him.

—§5 As an example, a man who owns a bakery can prepare bread solely asa

means to earn money. If, however, he chooses to have kavanah and think
about the great chessed that he is doing by supplying bread to Hashem's
children, then he will be fulfilling mitzvos all day long and thereby earn
a great reward in the World to Come. But if all he thinks about is the
money, he will sadly forfeit these mitzvos.

The same is true for a doctor with his patients and a grocer with his
customers. Indeed, it is true for every profession. By adding kavanah to
the actions that they are already doing, people can merit hundreds or

é‘(even thousands of mitzvos every day. And this is in addition to the money

that they earn; they will earn money and accumulate a vast amount of
mitzvos. In this way, they will bring Hashem into their workplaces, forge
a bond with Him and live with Him in their daily lives, in all placés and
at all times.

@ And all this begins with having the following simple and clear inten-
tion before doing any mitzvah: “I am doing this mitzvah oyn n1y 798D
— as Hashem commanded.”
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other, so that one person would not look into another’s tent.2t
At that point, the pasuk recounts:
“The spirit of God came upon him.”?

What does this mean? Rashi explains that Bila'am decided
not to curse them after alll®

What made Bila’am change his mind? Let us understand the
significance of “the entrances of their tents were not facing one

another.” It wasn't just so people wouldn’t peek into each oth-

ers” houses. There is a deeper point here. This is where Bila'am
stumbled upon the true nature of the Jewish People.
-3 A Jew has his own corner, his own private domain. And

there he is alone, connecting to HaKadosh Baruch Hu with love.

This was the point that so impressed Bila’am.

Said R. Yosi, "I never called my wife, "My wife...” I rather
called my wife, ‘My home.””?

o The wife symbolizes the “home.” And so say Chazal:

“His home” —this is his wife.

¢ It was always the Jewish woman who expressed the private
domain, the closed-off corner, where just she and Hashem are
found.

13 e

A man shall go out to his activity mzd to his work, until the eve-

ning.

In the morning, the man would say goodbye to his wife,
and go out to conquer the world. He would plow and plant,
engage in commerce, travel by ship, etc. And the wife would
stay closed up in the home.

The man conquers, while the woman creates the “private

( domain,” the corner where no stranger may enter. The quiet
] corner where a Jew meets his Creator. This was always the role

“of the woman.
(e e -

This matter may be compared to the great ]oy of a Weddlng
There are a lot of means that we employ at a wedding to elic-
it joy. There is a band, there is a banquet, there are streams of
people coming and going, noisily dancing and singing and cel-
ebrating. But next to all this tremendous commotion there is a

ﬁ( quiet little room: the yichud room. This is a private domain dis-
connected from all the noise and action going on all around.
Jhe role of the man is to make a lot of noise, to conquer the
wqui to do the mitzvos, to learn the Torah.
The woman is the “private domain.” She is the very essence
Sﬁof connection with Hashem. She doesn’t need all sorts of means
( in order to have a relationship with Hashem. She doesn’t need
\ to, lay tefillin, because she herself is tied to Hashem. She doesn’t
negd to wear tzitzis in order to remember, because she remem-
bers naturally. She doesn’t need a sukkah in order to be in the
embracing presence of Hashem, because her whole being is in
such a relationship with Him. She also does not need to learn
Torah in order to connect with Hashem, because she is already
deeply connected. She is by definition the private domain
-bwhere the whole relatlonshlp with Hashem takes place.
Man originated with 248 limbs and organs, because he bears
thousands of tasks. But a woman is created from just one: the
o rib. She has one task which is to stay connected to Hashem—
and this is her main role.
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A woinan of valor is her husband’s crown.?

~ A woman represents the crowning accomplishment and goal
of the Torah and mitzvos, i.e., the relationship with Hashem
that can exist only within the private domain.

j{«A child’s first beis midrash is his mother’s womb, where he
learns the entire Torah. Afterward he grows bigeer in his moth-
er’s bosom as she feeds him the purest food. Only when he is
str&g%r and can stand on his own, only after he is weaned,
does he come under the auspices of his father. But during the
child’s first two years of life, only his mother can give him his
basis and his foundation.

e
It is not just cell phones Modern communication with ra-
dio, television and internet has broken into our private domain.

/There isn't a moment where a person can be alone with him-

self. Either he is listening to something on his earphones, or he
is talking on the phone. The private domain has been invaded,
and the home has turned into a public domain.

The Torah describes to us the Mishkan and the Beis
HaMll\dash which were guarded private domains. The height
of thlS privacy was in the Kodesh HaKodashim. There were no
leis than four surrounding walls defending this private corner.
First was the wall of the Temple Mount, then was the wall of
~ the Temple Courtyard, then was the wall of the Heichal, which

(‘ was six amos thick, and then came another wall that demarcat-

ed the Kodesh HaKodashim itself.

<% This is how we need to protect our corner of kedushah, the

privacy of the Jewish home, the place where we meet Hashem.
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T On a deeper level, the construction of the Kiyor can be understood
in terms of the purpose it served in the Mishkan. Before the Kohanim
could approach the Mizbeach or enter the Mishkan, they were re-
quired to wash their hands and feet with water from the Kiyor. It was
a rite which purified the body, making it fit to perform the avodah in
_an unblemished way, as Dovid HaMelech said: “D1p* 171 112 7%y "
22% 721 0°93 P2 WP D — Who shall ascend Hashem’s mountain,
and who shall stand in His holy Place? One, of clean hands and a pure
mind” (Tehillim 24:4). Thus, the Kiyor was made specifically from
the copper mirrors of the righteous Jewish women. They wanted to
purify their neshamos by taking the mirrors which had served vanity,
and cast them aside. The act of giving up their mirrors was a rite of
._:i(yuriﬁcation, and this imbued the shiny copper plates with a special
ability to purify the minds and bodies of those who would wash from
the water of the Kiyor, whicb was made from those very mirrors. The
hands and feet of the Kohanim thus were properly sanctified before '
approaching the avodah.
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