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Halachot Pesukot and Halachot Gedolot
1. Tosafot Beitzah 14a R9°R
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And so Rav Yehudai Gaon ruled in Halachot Pesukot, and this is the halachah as it is practiced...

2. Pirkoi ben Baboi, describing Rav Yehudai Gaon
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And Mar Yehudai z”l also said, “You never asked me something and | responded with anything other than that which
could be proved from the Talmud and which | learned as practical halachah from my Rebbe, and my Rebbe from his
Rebbe. But that which could be proved from the Talmud but | did not have as practical halachic guidance from my
Rebbe, or that which | had as practical halachic guidance from my Rebbe but for which | did not have proof from the
Talmud, | did not tell you. Only that which | had as Halachah from the Talmud, and for which my Rebbe gave me
practical halachic guidance.”

3. Tosafot Succah 38b ynw
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One who does not know how to recite or answer [Hallel], if he hears it and turns his heart to hear it, then he has fulfilled
his obligation even if he did not answer. And also those who pray communally, and the shaliach tzibbur said Kedushah
or “Yehei shemeih rabbah mevorach”, they should be silent from their prayer and listen, and it is as though they are
responding. And when he finishes Kedushah they should return to their prayers. And so established Rav Yehudai Gaon,
Baal Halachot Gedolot, as explained in Rashi.

4. Pirkoi ben Baboi on Israeli practices
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We have heard that students from a yeshiva have come to you, some of them residents of the Land of Israel, and they
taught the customs of the Land of Israel. In our sins, there were decrees of destruction and the yeshiva left the Land of
Israel, and for 500 years destruction has been there, prohibiting Torah study, and they practiced customs of the period
of destruction and they did not leave the customs of the period of destruction until today. And some of them found books
of mishnah or of part of the Talmud hidden away. And each one studies the books and explains according to his view,
what arises in his heart...

5. The Book of Eldad haDani

[The tribe of Dan] dedicated themselves to battle Yeravam. Gd saw their intent was good, and He saved them from
bloodshed. The entire tribe of Dan announced, “Flee, sons of Dan, and leave Israel and go to Egypt!” But their leaders
took counsel and said, “But the Torah of Moses says, ‘You shall not return this way again,” how shall we descend to
Egypt?”... Gd gave them a good spirit, and the Danites ascended to Nachal Kishon and traveled by camel and camped
until they reached Ethiopia. They found a good and rich land, a spacious land, a land of gardens and orchards and
fields and vineyards. And the Ethiopians would not let them live with them, until they made a covenant with them, for
they feared them. The Ethiopians paid tribute to the Danites. ..
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Seder Rav Amram Gaon
6. Some of the HaRachamans from Seder Rav Amram Gaon
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Midrash Rabbah
7. Dr. Tamar Kadari, 727 2517w 29w wa7Ra 72597 noxab pp. 391-392
https://www.academia.edu/42878853 /Tamar_Kadari_On_the_Redaction_of_Midrash_Shir_haShirim_Rabbah_disse
rtation_Hebrew
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In the research there are four central approaches to the question of the target audience for which the material found in
midrashic compilations was formed.

e The first [approach] thinks that the compilations were formed primarily of midrashim stated before the broad
community. The collection of these materials by a later compiler does not change the fact that the material
presents oral lectures meant for a broad community of listeners.

e In another view, the compilations were formed from debates of scholars and their teachers between the walls of
the study hall. The material is meant for a narrow elite of scholars, and at a later stage it was collected and
formed via principles which resemble the style of learning in the study hall.

e A third approach is that the compilations were formed as a professional literature for speakers and teachers.
The midrashim are sourcebooks, meant to help prepare lessons for the community or for students. This approach
further narrows the target of the midrashim.

e A fourth approach is that the compilations of midrash combined various materials, but they do not represent the
sources from which they were combined. The midrashim represent primarily the work of the compilers and their
literary reasons and goals.
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