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—i/stone positioned® at the entrance of the temple, for the priests to stand on,

Pillars: Perspective, People and Priorities
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A Al - Guroshe
21-22, Forbidden trees and pillars. mwx, idolatrous tree,
.has two meanings: a tree that is intended for worship, even i’f
it was meant to be worshiped by someone else at some

PARASHAS SHOFTIM

18 J udges and officers shall you appoint in all your cities — which HASHEM, your God, gives

you — for your tribes; and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. '° You
shall not pervert judgment, you shall not respect someone's presence, and you shall not accept
a bribe, for the bribe will blind the eyes of the wise and make just words crooked. 20 Righteous-
ness, righteousness shall you pursue, so that you will live and possess the Land that HASHEM,

your God, gives you.

21 You shall not plant for yourselves an idolatrous tree — any tree — near the Altar of HASHEM,
your God, that you shall make for yourself. @)And you shall not erect for yourselves a pillar,

which HASHEM, your God, hates.
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[Ramban raises a difficulty with Rashi’s explanation of the commandment barring pillars:]
iy pina ninns &5 S3x - However, I do not understand this law. b3 nin3pa o3 nmayian Mgv
By 1 niayna — For the Canaanites were accustomed to worshiping their idols with both
qliax:s and gilla;rs,ﬁl p:mn;;?;p; NX 27 ,7DN2YY DR BATAY) DON3T DX DAYAN” IR N0y
"IMawWn onayn ny) - for Scripture states: You shall break apart their altars; you shall smas'h
their j)illars (above, 12:3) and Rather, you shall break apart their altars and smash their
pillars (Exodus 34:13), Dipn ‘3;; 191- and it makes similar statements in many other places.

[Ramban suggests an answer to this difficulty:]
ninyna oNYISN 1PNTY R ) — Perhaps we can say that the Canaanites especially embraced
the pillars for their worship, by 1AW P9 oY MW7 T3¥N DY TRY T MYNY 3 DY M XY
nwxn - and they had no house of idolatry where there was no pillar for burning offerings upon
it and pouring oil on its top.2 , “5y2i N¥a Nia¥M NK WYY 5¥23 MK 1y - like the idea that
is stated regarding King Jehu’s campaign to destroy the Baal idolatry: They removed the pillars of
 the temple of the Baal (II Kings 10:26).5  oij3 B3 3v1pnY nn¥pn3 W7 ninama bax — However,
altars were built in only some of [their temples], in order to bring offerings on them as well.%

———
[Ramban offers his own explanation as to what the “pillar” of our verse is, and as to why the .

Torah prohibited pillars but not altars:]

T 7TI2Y3 DIDLYT DNYIR 7 3 s nxd) - What appears the best explanation in my eyes,
however, is that the Canaanites, who were steeped in idolatry,  nam nipbyana baa pow
niagvpa Moy ampaY - did in fact make altars in all the temples of their gods, on which to offer
sacrifices;  mmming oy Tinyb nan nno Yy nayn nbima 128 — and there was also a large
yy 1K)

‘" Oy RIT T WKy W7 7Y — and a tree was planted beyond [th

¥ 172 my 1130 *M WK — which He — blessed be He — commanded us to bring,

for those coming there5” 13 piwiy nmyiaz ofi bl — And even today the Christians do
this in their places of worship.  mWwxm naynR “EN RPyn b oxm R T1am 1208 DWE NEm
~ Now, the Glorious Name, blessed be He, hated and rejected all [the Canaanites’] practices,
and therefore prohibited the pillar and asheirgh-tree® ¥ Nv mapa p7 wswn &5
nigpit — and He left permissible only the altar b it is a ity for the sacrifices,”
g M nm e
aYiva 7y Tiay nivg BT T v Ny sy - and which were a source of satisfaction for
the .Qn7g2 Who spoke and His will was done,™ long ago, even before idolatry existed in the
world.

THE CALL OF THE TORAH

"~ Some practices are forbidden to us, not because of any inherent evil, but
because they are D%an NN, practices of the other nations. Here we learn that
this prohibition applies also to an object used by Jews but which had
subsequently been taken over by non-Jews for their religion. [t follows then that
playing an organ in a synagogue should be forbidden even though musical
instruments had been utilized by Jews in the Temple.

future time; and any kind of tree planted near the Temple
Alt‘ar, because it was the custom of idolaters to landscape
their temples in order to attract worshipers (Ramban). Thus
e see that the Torah places its emphasis on what take;
place inside the courts and synagogues, not on the beauty of
their exteriors,

~+ Similarly, it is forbidden to set up a pillar, i.e., a single
stone for any sort of worship — even for the worship of the
true (?od. For He hates such stones since they had become
associated with idol worship; for His own service, God has

specified only an altar made of many st
i y stones or of earth

%’om'thé juxtééosition of thé;ove passages, thf: Sages
derive that one who appoints an unqualified judge is tanta-
mount to one who plants an idolatrous tree (Avodah Zarah

P Tra¥-Twi-
Do not pervert judgment, do not show favoritism, do not
accept a bribe...do not plant an asheirah tree next to the
Altar of Hashem, do not construct a matzeivah...do not offer
a sacrifice with a blemish... (Devarim 16:19-17:1)

B

he above six mitzvos seem to be very different from one other.
The first three apply directly to judges, while the next three
apply to every individual. Yet the Midrash tells us that as Shlomo ,

(‘would walle up to his throne to begin judging, a Heavenly voice would |

remind him of all six! It seems, therefore, that all six of these /
mitzvos can be applied to judges! Now, the first three obviously
apply to judges, but we will have to see how the second three apply
to judges as well.
6 - L] .
And in light of Rav Yisrael Salanter’s observation that each’
person is also a judge over himself, we should be able to apply these

@ mitzvos to ourselves as well — much as the mitzvah to judge each

person_favorably is not limited to judges despite it being included
among the pesukim referring to judges. ‘ )
~F'The asheirah tree represents external beauty, but internal
emptiness. The asheirak would be planted outside the houses of
worship of other people. As the Seforno writes (Devarim 16:2), this
pasuk is cautioning us against appointing judges based on their
external appearance alone. In our own lives this means consulting
with those who are true to Torah and have genuine internal values,
not just external or superficial pluses and ambitions.

=% Regarding the matzeivos (altar blocks), Rashi explains that

these were beloved to Hashem in the days of the Avos, but now
they are hated because they are used by other nations for idolatry
(Devarim 16:22), so says the Rosh here, as well as the Smag (#41).

¢'This prohibition cautions a judge against accepting practices ~

simply because they are smiled upon by the outside world — such
as lending with interest — or prioritizing things which the other )
nations alone regard highly. In our’dwn lives, this means refraining
from indulging in some things which are pleasurable or pleasing
in the eyes of the world at large. Just because something is seen

7 as fun and enjoyable in their eyes does not necessarily mean it

4

carries weight and truth in ours.’And this certainly cautions us
against reading their literature and listening to their covert or
overt rejection of our religious values.
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tary, Bereshis 28:18, 33:20) the relation between n2%» and nam. fagn is a
single stone taken from God’s creation, and it commemorates God’s deeds

| 1131 R3W WK 128m 79 %R XP1. We have already explained (Commen- .

in nature and in history. n2m, which is built of several stones, is a man-

made structure, whose purpose is to promote the subordination of man’s
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deeds to God (cf. also Commentary, ibid. 8:20).

This distinction could explain the reason behind the law stated in our
verse. For the nagn, which was max® nawix, has become oa? nxuw (Sifre).
Before imin jni it was necessary to make man aware that God alone rules

ature and history, and it was not yet possible to subordinate the whole

. Tife of the individual and of the people to God’s Torah; homage to God
could not be manifested in the life of the individual and of the people.
Hence, there was still place for the na8» beside the nam. With fmin 1,

not only has [the role of] the 7ag» been completely absorbed by the nama,

but 173¥n has become a sin. Worshipping God in His power and might

_alone is not only no longer pleasing to God; it is hateful to Him. As our

verse puts it, God “hates” any adoration of His power and might that
does not express itself in the person’s moral subordination to God’s To-
< rah. Our recognition of God and our homage to God must come to ex-

pression in our obedience to Him. He measures our recognition of His

power and might by the extent of our devotion to His Will, and He rejects

all homage to Him in nature and history that places heaven and earth -

under God’s sovereignty, but denies His sovereignty over the person him-
self, his heart, thoughts, desires, and actions. Not recognition of God, but
acknowledgement of [the authority of] God is the Jewish mission, and
it alone is the way to Jewish salvation; the nam, not the 2%, is the symbol
of the Jewish mission. magn-devoutness is deadening to the Jewish spirit.
TRER T RN R 133 7Y ovpn RY!

Accordingly, the mitzvah of nagn 72 o’pn X% is nothing but a further
consequence of the preceding nw" 7°nn jv12 5790 p73 8. Only by shaping
the life of the individual and of the people in accordance with the dictates

of God’s Will can we attain God’s blessing anidl preservation in our social
and political fate. nagn-commemoration of God s great deeds endangers
this consciousness, and nwa* m*nn (Y 5170 1 772 expressively negates
WX and 72wy, )
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Each of us is a fusion of soul and body, but which of the two is
our essence? Qursoul, which is eternal. Our bodies remain behind
when we leave this world. When we follow the calling of our soul
and devote our lives to Torah and mitzvos, we are “at home,” in
the place where we belong. The body is meant to be a servant to

o the soul, helping it to perform the mitzvos. When we follow the
bidding of our body, however, we become estranged from our very
essence. The soul is left in the dark, in “exile,” and is removed from
the spirituality it so badly craves.

Nl , Su.

When we blindly follow our physical desires, we may feel that we
are exercising our freedom, yet in truth we are being controlled —
unknowingly — by an outside force: the body. When we heed the
call of our souls, on the other hand, we are actually followine our
innermost desire: 3ix7 NiwYY w7, Our will is to perform Your will
(Berachos 17a). We are being true to ourselves.

This is what Chazal mean when they say that there is no free
person except one who is occupied with studying Torah, for one
who is connected deeply to the Torah is free from the deceptive
control of the body. While he can certainly be blinded at times and
stumble in sin, he will quickly bounce back due to his clarity on life,
as Chazal teach us (ibid. v. 19a) that if you see a Torah scholar sin at

“night, do not think badly of him the next day, for he has certainly
done teshuvah.
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To have a happy life in both this world and the next, we need
to work toward serving Hashem wholeheartedly: not just to go
through the motions, but to infuse them with energy and vigor. We
need to stay aware of who we are — pristine souls — and not allow
owg physical desires to fool us into thinking that we are simply bod-
ies. Yes, we need to take good care of our bodies, but as agmeans to
assist our very essence, our souls.

When a person ages, his body tires, and then it becomes far more
apparent who is boss, body or soul. Often, at that stage in life, peo-
ple are filled with regret over not taking advantage of their oppor-
tunities to serve Hashem. While it is never too late to work on kir-
vas Elokim, how fortunate is one who begins this journey early and
amasses jewel after jewel of precious mitzvos while connecting to
Hachem through each one.
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The Individual Joins ~ THE TALMUD (BERACHOS 30A) STATES,
the Community ~ “Abaye said, ‘A person should always
in Prayer  connect himself with the community.”
Rashi comments, “Do not pray a short-
ened version of the prayer in the singular, [ie. “heal me,’] rather
pray in the plural, [i.e. “heal us,’] so that his prayers will be ac-
X cgpted.” Abaye said, “always,” meaning that whenever a person
prays, he should always include the community in his prayers!
Even if a person is the outstandmg tzaddik of his generation, his
prayers will be more readily accepted when “he connects himself
with the community.” The power of the community is so great,
that even in a situation that pertains solely to the individual, he
should include the community in his prayers by praying in the
plural, and in this way merit Divine assistance.

B

The Way to Be ~ HOW CAN WE ATTAIN TH};:_status of “T dwell
One among the among my people”? It appears that the way
’ Many to attain this status is contained in the writ-
ings of the Rif and the Rambam cited in

the beginning of this essay. If a_person will be conscious with_
every step and every action that through the power of his deeds

\y Die is capable of inclining the whole world to meritorious status,
or chas v'shalom to culpable status, he will then sense that the
“whole world is dependent upon him.” Consequently, his deeds
will be considered deeds pertinent to the “entire Klal Yisroel.” A
deed which springs from this awareness of the profound repercus-
_sion of his deed vis-3-vis Klal Yisroel merits to be classified as a
‘deed of Klal Yisroel.” The person who performs such a deed puts
himself into the community, attains the level of “I dwell among

my people,” and consequently can be certain that Hashem will
perform a miracle on his behalf.

We now understand why the Rambam and the Rif included
this concept within the laws of Rosh Hashanah. Granted, this
principle is relevant to the entire year. However, it is particularly
relevant on Rosh Hashanah, the Day of Judgment, as explained in
the Zohar cited above regarding the conversation between Elisha
and the Shunamite woman that took place on Rosh Hashanah.
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In addltlon, this sheds light on the words that the Rif added
to the original text of the Talmud, “therefore a person must view 189 e oW - DD Ans A0
himself as if the whole world is dependent upon him.” The Rif /3 4"\ /dg{cﬁ\ a2
enlightens us as to how one merits to attain the status as ‘a per- .
son needed by the community.” Thls is achleved _by dedicating TP 17 70 W X5W 0007 b 03 PIobnm TIMY TWBRT XUan 190 BARS
each action that he does with the intention to incline the scale X2 7R DIRAW 7007 17 YV KIp °KA2 ™Y X2 DWIIPR 0¥I00M
of judgment to a meritorious status, regardmg both his own ac- _NTMNXI 2 137 Y5 nwyb YT RYR WY DWIR PRI T NOWR AR T
count as well as the account of the entire world. Through this  anAw ,Maxn % 1 AR A0RW D By AR WY andw i LP1Ta s

Iofty intention, he will merit the status—and be crowned—as ‘@ MIARD TR [P DA P PR BT MR AW onw 7 pmay nrwhnb amns
/F%person needed by the community,” i.e. “one who dwells among his  rwxem) 1V0 DIMANY 00 XY 09 (0 an v Y71 TR M) ,0Ywa LT

people.” Consequently, he will find compassion and favor in the  bxmw® i oyw Pwoy Yar MK T39m RIM AR 29 9 obwR v e v

eyes of Hashem on the Day of Judgment. Both the Rambam and Jbipnm ninRa Wnen n”p'n Tayy I ,07wa oer orR ©

the Rif allude to this. :

@ ™) PI0BA WY NITART NPYR W 9UET (9Ipon TNNIR U DW3 hpien
The Prerequisite  IT1S IMPERATIVE FOR A person to ‘turnaway  »RII0X3 ob15 Dy Dmneh ‘YRR’ AN BIBRY TRIPR 0 DY ann onn

of Humility ~ from evil’ before he ‘performs good.’ Before RIPR 11 DY IRY N NITARD ATRY TINRDY 0PN 90 01D TR pwb ran

a person attains the level mentioned above ]1!!7'?3 1717 D°WITp ©°1D02 RN°RTI .DNTINRI DRy 10 03 nrnb nmwn gz

of dedicating his deeds on venalf of the community, he must first W DR MK SINP WK JWROW 70 AR TI0D ¥ _NIARY (v v xp) 2N0R
change his character essence (essence necessarily precedes action) .0onT1ana ApnwaY yon o IR 219930 17apn MR VIR WY WMD) =
and consider himself as ‘a person who dwells among his people.’ ‘
This is accomplished by making the effort to nullify one’s ego, to

submit and to equate oneself with the rest of the members of the (;3’) “ ) A3 ‘\‘\3. (\ oYY XA (;o:
community. In general, he should not put himself above others, 28
nor stand out, nor rule over others. He should emulate the humil- i S
g y d ~as one
-fty of ihe Shunamite woman who sought to be cons1dere W9 BT — TR
he will be separated from the community and will not merit enjoy- NK 7K1 Y 180 YX1 van 1Y m7apm Dwpan UKW owal
ing their blessings. OPINT LY ¥ 9K Ban YK POK 1w mAnNT DK APr nan
We understand from this passage of the Sha'arei Teshuvah MY WA NI YK 2PN SR TP Nawa DR 1K PR KD JImK

that in order to merit being linked to the community, a person
\kmust nullify his will and personal desires, subjugate himself to the
community, and seek their benefit at all times. He will then merit
being included in the community blessing, as well as receiving the

YK XY1 Doaw gmiwan DX VAT AN DR 90 o nK OX L. 3awn
/3 AR MW YW DWW AW v YK KDY 1w am% renn
13 V27 TAPIY Wpanw Dw

special Divine assistance that is manifest for Klal Yisroel. As noted mapn 1Y ayenay et RSN rowny m;,. XiT? K9 17y

above, a person should pray in the plural and not with a singular 553 MO NX %A% KT K 1PPaN ™mw 5y 30p P ova

focus on his own needs. When we keep the welfare of Klal Yisroel. 7 55 vy 1pna Yy iy ,anupm pown N mno’ Nyl Ox1 KW

in our hearts, we will become an inseparable part of the Klal. Km:nn T Y oI TTIA OTRW TTRIA1 73 1K K T oKW '7'7i>

26 T O AN

In this light, let us consider the wisdom that the Mashgiach R J j

Shlomo Wolbe zt”! taught us in the name of R’ Yisroel Salanter - n
zt”L: the best way to be associated with the Klal is to be a person /oa%y — orayn) onK KT DY NPumen ANwRIT OTavi 'K
that is needed by the community — spiritually and even materially. ,0IIK 1 P PSS 3NRY 0P1082 12y 31 e NTMKT X -
He will then merit being considered a member of the community. — OF DKL OK X T DK D7YT ‘9XW? 0aw I KD 0710w
In turn, he w111 _merit great a and | powerful Divine assistance in all of q; 73 AKX YW 11T Yy (R"D RS MW Y71 TIKY 110 ma
his endeavors, and will be written and sealed for good in the book LiIxw YW T DMMRA TAW [ g iy D)

of the complete tzaddikim —and all of this goodness is generated

. o Y DN MWK TanSna 70 1Trosn AP Sw o
by the merit of the community.
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he Patriarch Jacob erected two kinds of pillars: one upon which

he poured libations to Hashem and one he erected over the

grave of his wife Rachel. Once the Torah was given, pillars in
Hashem’s Name for libations and offerings were prohibited, but
monuments over graves remain beloved to Hashem. Why does the
Torah distinguish between these two monuments?

Before the Torah was given, the observance of mitzvos was voluntary
and it was possible for a person to claim reward at any time for the
mitzvos he had done until that point, even if he did not plan to.do any
more. Therefore there was nothing improper in erecting a static pillar to

&ggxgsg_n}mmg ‘accomplishments one had done up to that point for which
he was claiming reward.
¥ Since the Giving of the Torah, however, a Jew is required to keep
g doing mitzvos until his last moment on earth and is never allowed_tg
|

.rely on his past Qerformance, as we_ex

san /

\ has departed this life, however, it is appropriate to erect a permaé

) nent monument to symbolize his reward for all the mitzuos and good/

Ldeeds he performed during his lifetime, now that he cannot accumu-
late more.
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