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Wisdom of Solomon: Kohelet Week 8: Our Emotional Reaction to Heve/ and Amal
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Wu3 g,

Pasn pee®

N

[o)

The Frustration
1. Ruach raah Shoftim 9:23, Shemuel | 16:14

2. Rashi, Commentary to Kohelet 1:14
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A broken spirit, as in Yeshayahu 8:9, “Join together, nations, and be crushed.”

3. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra, Commentary to Kohelet 1:14
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As in Hosheia 12:2, “Ephraim shepherds the wind and pursues the east wind,” which will neither benefit nor satisfy.
“Ruach” is like hevel, because of its great travels, such that no one can take it in hand...

4. Everything leads to ruach raah

o 1:14,2:17

o 1:17

o 2:11,2:22,4:4, 4:6
o 2:26

o 4:16

o 69

5. The contradictions of kaas
e What produces it2 1:18, 7:9, 2:23, 5:16
e s it bad for you? 7:3,11:10

6. Talmud, Shabbat 30b
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And what is “its words contradict each other”2 Kohelet 7 says “Anger is better than laughter” and Kohelet 2 says “Of

laughter | said it is to be praised.” Kohelet 8 says “And | have praised joy” and Kohelet 2 says “And of joy, what does

it do2” This is not a problem: “Anger is better than laughter” means the anger of Gd upon the righteous in this world is

better than the laughter of Gd upon the wicked in this world...

7. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra, Commentary to Kohelet 7:3
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| will set names for them so that | will not go on at length in describing each one. The spirit which desires to eat, rejoice,
and desires sexuality is nefesh. The spirit which feels and seeks power and greatness is ruach. And the spirit of chochmah
is neshamah. Rav Saadia Gaon also split them up.

And it is known that when the nefesh becomes great then the neshamah becomes weak, and it lacks strength to stand
before it, because it is a body and all of the yitzrim help [the nefesh]. Therefore, one who is involved in eating and
drinking will never become wise. And when the neshamah joins with the ruach then they defeat the nefesh. Then the
eyes of the neshamah are opened a little, to understand the chochmah of physicality. Therefore it cannot know the
higher chochmah, because of the strength of the ruach that seeks power, and that produces kaas...
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Satisfaction
8. Appearances of simchah in Kohelet

e Multiple times in 2:1-11 The failed attempts to find satisfaction in this-worldly pursuits
o 2:26 Gd gives simchah to good people
e 3:1213 All has a time. Have simchah, which is what Gd has given you.
o 3:22 Best you can do is to have simchah with your deeds/portion
o 4:16 The nation won't be sameiach with its leader, ever
e 5:1819 If you have simchah in your wealth and work, it's a gift from Gd
o 7:34 The fool is in the house of simchah; the sage is in the house of mourning
e 8:15 Just be happy in your Gd-given ama/
o 97 Be sameiach in your feast, Gd has accepted your deeds
e 10:1819 Work to get bread and wine and money and you will find simchah
e 11:89 Eat drink, and be merry, and you will be judged for it
9. Similar terms
o Nefesh Tov, lev Tov 2:24, 9:7, but not 7:3
e Schok
o Emotional state 2:2,10:19
o Overt expression 3:4,7:6
10. The apparent contradictions 2:26 and 9:7 vs. 7:3-4 and 11:8-9

11.Talmud, Shabbat 30b
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And what is “its words contradict each other”2 Kohelet 7 says “Anger is better than laughter” and Kohelet 2 says “Of

laughter | saw it is to be praised.” Kohelet 8 says “And | have praised joy” and Kohelet 2 says “And of joy, what does

it do?” This is not a problem: “Anger is better than laughter” means the anger of Gd upon the righteous in this world is

better than the laughter of Gd upon the wicked in this world...

12.The world is not a satisfying place 2:1-11, 11:89

13. But simchah does happen
e 10:19
o 2:26,3:12-13, 5:18-19, 8:15

14. Prof. Robert Gordis, Koheleth: the man and his world, pg. 127
All that is certain is that man has an innate desire for happiness. Since Gd has created man, He has also created this
impulse. It thus becomes clear that Gd's fundamental purpose for mankind is the furthering of man's pleasure.

15.Be sameach, don't pursue simchah
e Be in that state 3:12-13, 3:22, 8:15
e Don't pursue it 7:3-4

16. Rashi, Commentary to Kohelet 8:15
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Anyone who is not sameiach in his portion and who is consumed with pursuing money comes to transgressions of
theft, onaah and usury. Anyone who is not sameiach in his portion regarding love of his wife is consumed with
pursuing women, contemplating married women.



17.Rashi, Commentary to Kohelet 9:7
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But you are the righteous person whose good deeds Gd has accepted, and you will merit the next world, go eat in
simchah.

18. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra, Commentary to Kohelet 3:12-13
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It mentioned this a second time because of the “times” (3:1-11). The topic here is the matter of the “times” for
everything to ascend to wealth or to descend from it, and one cannot add to it or subtract from it. Therefore, there is
nothing good for the one who struggles other than to find simchah in his portion or his wealth, to do good in his
lifetime, living a good life, or it means to do good in his life to receive good reward in his death.

19.Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra, Commentary to Kohelet 8:14-15
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There are righteous people who receive that which the wicked should receive for their deeds, and the opposite. And
when | saw that | said that all was Aevel... Then | praised simchah, for the only good thing for a person is to eat and

drink...

20. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra, Commentary to Kohelet 9:7
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“Go eat” - This is the speech of the heart of people, and it is emptiness...



